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San Diego Opera’s Resident Conductor, Karen Keltner, to 

Conclude 35 Years of Service After Conducting 
Performances of La bohème 

 

Keltner to open 50th Anniversary Mainstage Season 
 

(San Diego, CA) Karen Keltner, Resident Conductor of San Diego Opera, and conductor for La bohème, the 
opening production of San Diego Opera’s 50th Anniversary Season, will conclude 35 years of service to the 
organization with the final performance of that opera. 
 
Keltner arrived in San Diego in June of 1980 as the lone woman in San Diego Opera’s “Young American Opera 
Conductor’s Program” created by then General Director Tito Capobianco, working with renowned singers and 
conductors appearing in SDO’s July 1980 Verdi Festival. She was invited back to San Diego two months later by 
Capobianco and joined San Diego Opera as rehearsal pianist/assistant conductor and Music Director for the San 
Diego Opera Institute, a training program for young American singers which was a collaboration between San Diego 
Opera and San Diego State University.  In 1981 Keltner was awarded the National Opera Institute’s first 
apprenticeship in conducting,   and in 1981 made her professional debut with the company leading Prokofiev’s The 
Love for Three Oranges. 
 
In July 1982 she was named the Company’s Music Administrator and Associate Conductor and was later appointed 
Resident Conductor by Ian Campbell, all the while continuing as San Diego Opera’s Music Administrator.   As 
Associate, then Resident Conductor of San Diego Opera, Keltner has conducted more than 40 full opera productions 
in over 150 performances for the company. 
 
Keltner has  also tallied an impressive number of guest appearances with other American opera companies including 
the now sadly defunct  New York City Opera, Pittsburgh Opera, the Opera Company of Philadelphia, Washington 
National Opera, Glimmerglass Opera ,  Seattle Opera, Opera Carolina, Utah Opera, Chautauqua Opera, Nashville 
Opera, and many others.  She was principal guest conductor for Anchorage Opera for 5 years and currently 
maintains a 19-year association as conductor with the Utah Festival Opera and Music Theatre each summer.  Keltner 
has also been a guest with the Vancouver and  Winnipeg Operas in Canada and returned in 2002 to Strasbourg, 
France, where she had studied as a French major to conduct Andre Previn’s  A Streetcar Named Desire. Keltner 
comments “it was a delight to go back as a ‘grown-up’ to a city and friends I had known and loved as a student!” 
 
“I feel blessed and extremely grateful to have had the opportunity to work with some of the greatest voices in 
opera,” continues Keltner. “ In the fall of 1980, In addition to serving as principal pianist for Werther, my first 
assignment here was to assist Maestro Richard Bonynge in Johann Strauss’ Die Fledermaus, starring both Joan 
Sutherland and Beverly Sills----can you imagine?!  So many great singers have joined us here; too numerous to 
name but so many I shall never forget as true artists and wonderful collaborators.   And of course I profited 
enormously from observing and assisting an amazing array of guest conductors: Christopher Keene, Edward Downs, 
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Heinz Fricke, Steuart Bedford,  Antonello Allemandi, Donato Renzetti, and so many others including two whom I 
claim as dear and admired mentors: Edoardo Müller and Richard Bonynge.” 
 
“Little did I know when I moved to San Diego in 1980 that San Diego Opera would become my beloved home 
Company and afford me the opportunity to make San Diego my home for these 35 years,” shares Keltner. “I am so 
proud of all of us and our generous public who refused to let San Diego Opera die.   I look eagerly forward to future 
collaborations with this company of mine, and wish it the greatest success as it begins its 50th year. I am honored to 
have been a part of over half those 50 years.”  
 
“As for me, without the ever-present demands of those same 35 years of music administration, I will now have the 
luxury of accepting more outside conducting opportunities and a bit of time to nurture the dear and cherished 
relationships with friends and my ‘family of choice’ here in San Diego, along with the San Diego Opera family I 
know and love,” concludes Keltner.  
 
Keith Fisher, the Company’s Chief Operations Officer adds, “San Diego Opera acknowledges with great admiration 
and appreciation the years, time, and talent Karen Keltner has brought to the Company and wishes her the greatest 
success in this new phase of her life. We too look forward to future work together this season as she leads the 
performances of La bohème, and for many seasons to come.” 
 
Dr. Keltner earned the Doctor of Music degree from Indiana University’s esteemed School of Music, studying 
conducting with Fiora Contino, Tibor Kozma, and Wolfgang Vacano, and in Fontainebleau, France, studied with the 
renowned pedagogue Nadia Boulanger. Dr. Keltner also holds degrees in French from Indiana University and the 
Université de Strasbourg, France. In 1981 she resigned her position as Assistant Professor of Music at the University 
of Central Florida to join San Diego Opera. 
 
Purchasing Tickets 
Single tickets for all operas are on sale. Single ticket prices start at $45 and can be purchased by calling (619) 533-7000 or online 
at www.sdopera.com. 
 
Subscriptions range from $105 for a three-opera series to $1405 for a full season package (Orchestra level subscription and the 
50th Gala Anniversary Concert at the Jacobs Music Center - Copley Symphony Hall, the two recitals, and the mariachi opera). 
Some Saturday and Sunday subscriptions are slightly higher. Subscriptions can be purchased by calling (619) 533-7000 or online 
at www.sdopera.com. 
 
The 2014-2015 International Season 
Stephen Costello and Ailyn Pérez in recital   September 5, 2014 
Stephanie Blythe and Craig Terry: The songs of Kate Smith   December 11, 2014 
La bohème   Giacomo Puccini  January 24, 27, 29 and Feb. 1 (mat), 2015  
Don Giovanni   Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart February 14, 17, 20 and 22 (mat), 2015 
Nixon in China   John Adams  March 14, 17, 20 and 22 (mat), 2015 
50th Anniversary Celebration Concert    April 18 and 19, 2015 
El Pasado Nunca se Termina   José “Pepe” Martinez April 25 at 2 pm and 7 pm, 2015   
 
General Information 
San Diego Opera announced its 2014-2015 season and 50th Anniversary on May 19, 2014, after nearly two months of careful 
deliberations and analysis since the Company announced it was going to close at the end of the 2014 season.  During this time, 
the Company launched a crowd funding campaign that resulted in an unprecedented $2.2 million in public donations, of which 
48% were first time donors from 6 countries and 36 States. The outpouring of public support, the unified vision expressed by the 
company’s management, staff, partners and contractors, and the expert advice of Opera America and the many General Directors 
of U.S. opera companies who weighed in with encouragement, logistical assistance and statements of solidarity, led the Board of 
Directors, headed by Carol Lazier, to confidently rescind the original vote to close.  The Company appointed former Lyric Opera 
of Chicago General Director, William Mason, as Artistic Advisor in May and has begun a search for permanent leadership to lead 
the Company as it reinvents itself to better serve the diverse San Diego community. 
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