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MISSION 
The mission of San Diego Opera is to deliver exceptional vocal performances and exciting, accessible 
programs to diverse audiences, focusing on community engagement and the transformative power of 
live performance.

VISION
San Diego Opera will be recognized internationally as a leading example of adaptability, innovation and 
sustainability in the operatic arts, promoting diversified programming and unique performance venues 
with world-class and emerging talent.

CORE VALUES
Through excellence in innovative programming and education, San Diego Opera provides a lasting 
cultural service to the community.

Our tradition of excellence in fully staged opera is augmented with new models of opera and venues. 
Our unique and deep commitment to the community propels us to explore ways of increasing 
affordability and accessibility.

Our educational and community involvement coupled with relevant programming will build the audience 
of the future.

2019-20 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sarah B. Marsh-Rebelo, G. G. Chair of the Board
Robert H. Kaplan, Ph.D. President
Veronica Leff, M.A.M. Executive Vice President
Stacy Kellner Rosenberg Vice President, Finance
Linda Spuck Secretary

Kevin Ahern
David Brenner, M.D.
Candace Carroll
Joann Clark
David Duthu 
Teresa Fischlowitz
James Forbes, Ph.D.
Joan Henkelmann
Karl Hostetler, M.D.
Carol Lazier
Ronald Leonardi, Ph.D.
James Merritt 
Roger G. Mills, M.D.
Eugene “Mitch” Mitchell
Mike Novak
Dame Zandra Rhodes
Thomas Shiftan, M.D.
Gloria Shurman, Ph.D.
Mary Lindenstein Walshok, Ph.D
Barry Wellins
Janet White, M.A., M.B.A., CSci., F.R.S.C.
Sara Zaknoen, M.D.
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2019-20 was a season like no other in the history of San Diego Opera 
and the performing arts. The season started strong, with Main 
Stage productions of Aida and Hansel and Gretel, and two of the 
most successful concerts in our dētour series. But by March 2020, 
COVID-19 forced the postponement of our planned spring 2020 
productions of Aging Magician, The Barber of Seville, and The Falling 
and The Rising. Our world had forever changed, with the stability and 
health of the performing arts and artists in our region at great risk. 

Thankfully, beyond the horizon lay a return to live opera through our innovative drive-
in format, thanks largely to the incredible generosity of our community. But much was 
uncertain and unclear at the conclusion of our 2019-20 season in June 2020.

Reflecting on the events of the second half of our 2019-20 season, there are a few 
lessons to be learned and shared.

San Diego Opera is always committed to our artists. We kept all our contracts with 
2019-20 artists, paid 25% of the contracts outright, and held their full value until we are 
able to present the operas as intended. (We presented The Barber of Seville in April/
May 2021 as a drive-in opera in our 2020-21 season, and Aging Magician and The 
Falling and The Rising are planned for future seasons.) 

And we remained committed to supporting new works with the co-commission of 
El último sueño de Frida y Diego (The Last Dream of Frida and Diego) by composer 
Gabriela Lena Frank and librettist Nilo Cruz, with Fort Worth Opera and DePauw 
University School of Music. SDO has supported this work since being signed on as a 
co-commissioner in 2017 and we look forward to staging a production of the opera in 
our 2022-23 Main Stage series.

Another lesson is that San Diego Opera lives our core value of nimble adaptation to 
the changing marketplace. We know full well that the world we live in today may be 
drastically different tomorrow, and that the only way to survive is to build a secure 
financial foundation to guard against unforeseen circumstances, which helps afford 
the flexibility to adapt our strategy when necessary. We were fortunate to close out 
our 2020 fiscal year with a surplus, and our endowment continues to grow under 
responsible and careful stewardship of our Board Finance Committee. 

We are structurally and artistically poised for great success and we look forward to 
welcoming you back to the theater for our 2021-22 season.

David Bennett
General Director
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Music touches our souls and leaves us with memories that last a 
lifetime. We return to live Opera time and again to relive the thrill 
of discovery, the passion that ignites our spirits, and the joy that 
takes us to new heights. There is simply nothing in the world like 
the unique magic of the operatically-trained voice in performance, 
and we cannot wait until the time when the curtain rises again in the 
theater.

Though our 2019-20 season was cut short, San Diego Opera strived to facilitate 
connections for those living in social isolation and fear during the pandemic’s early 
months. We reached thousands of participants with virtual programs and events that 
offered an inside look at the world of opera as never before seen by our community. 
These included master classes taught by David Bennett and the renowned Mexican 
opera teacher Maestro Enrique Patron, interviews with international opera stars and 
opera creators, and a series of archival videos featuring some of the greatest singers 
to grace our stages. I invite you to explore this wonderful resource of entertaining and 
educational videos at https://www.sdopera.org/engage/videos.

San Diego Opera also kept our commitment to arts education for neighborhoods that 
need it the most. Our history of partnership with local nonprofits Izcalli and La Maestra 
Center for Youth Advancement, and a relationship with the communities where we 
work, provided a strong foundation when we needed to shift our teaching artist 
residencies online for youth in Logan Heights, Lincoln Park, and City Heights.  

I could not be prouder of all that San Diego Opera accomplished in the face of the 
most challenging circumstances. We simply would not be where we are today without 
your loyal support.

Because of you, the joy of Opera will continue to lift our hearts and souls in seasons to 
come. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Sarah B. Marsh-Rebelo 
Chairwoman, 2019-20 Season
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Aida | Hansel and Gretel | One Amazing Night | Bel Canto Trio

Aida
Giuseppe Verdi

Main Stage Series at the San Diego Civic Theatre
October 19, 22, 25, and 27, 2019

Aida MICHELLE BRADLEY 
Radamès CARL TANNER 

Amneris OLEYSA PETROVA
Amonasro NELSON MARTINEZ

Ramfis SIMON LIM
King of Egypt MIKHAIL SVETLOV

A Messenger BERNARDO BERMUDEZ
Priestess TASHA KOONTZ

JOSEPH COLANERI Conductor
ALAN E. HICKS Director

MICHAEL YEARGAN Original Scenic Design 
TIM WALLACE Scenic Concept Designer

DAME ZANDRA RHODES 
Principal Costume Designer 

CHRIS RYNNE Lighting Designer

Candace Carroll, Esq. & Len Simon, Esq., Aida Production Sponsors
Robin Angly and Miles Smith, Underwriters

Sarah B. Marsh-Rebelo and John Rebelo, Underwriters

“...San Diego Opera opened its 55th season in epic 
fashion Saturday with an ‘Aida’ production that 
stands out in my memory as one of its best sung 
stagings of the Giuseppe Verdi classic in decades.”

 
– The San Diego Union-Tribune

“Exceptional singers and musicians held the 
audience’s attention from the mood-setting overture 
to the exquisite beauty of the closing duet.”

 
– Broadway World

“Bradley’s voice had a huge dynamic range and a 
significant array of vocal colors with which to paint 
the emotions Aida felt. For her, the Nile Scene held 
no terrors because she had both a fortissimo and a 
pianissimo when she needed them.”

 
 – Opera Wire

FACTS ABOUT  
OUR PRODUCTION:
• Total staff/running crew, 

cast, and orchestra: 177
• Total stagehands: 15
• Total Chorus members: 

48 (22 women and 26 men)
• Total San Diego 

Symphony musicians: 57
• Total budget: $1,048,158
• Scenery and props for the 

production are owned 
by SDO and built in our 
Scenic Studio.

• Total man hours to load 
in and assemble the set, 
hang the lights, and set 
up the orchestra: 512
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FACTS ABOUT  
OUR PRODUCTION:
• This was SDO’s third 

production of Hansel 
and Gretel in our 55-year 
history. 

• Total staff/running crew, 
cast, and orchestra: 169

• Total stagehands: 34
• Total San Diego 

Symphony musicians: 57
• Total budget: $1,238,290
• Total man hours to load 

in the show and assemble 
the set, hang the lights 
and set up the orchestra: 
680

Hansel and Gretel
Engelbert Humperdinck

Main Stage Series at the San Diego Civic Theatre
February 8, 11, 14, and 16, 2020

Gretel SARA GARTLAND 
Hansel BLYTHE GAISSERT

The Witch JOEL SORENSEN
Peter MALCOLM MACKENZIE
Gertrude MARCY STONIKAS 

Dew Fairy/Sandman DEVON GUTHRIE

ARI PELTO Conductor 
BRENNA CONNER Director 

THE OLD TROUT PUPPET WORKSHOP  
Scenery, Costume, and Puppet Designers

THOMAS C. HASE Lighting Designer

“A sturdy and confident production that will serve 
to grow [San Diego Opera’s] audience in excellent 
fashion…Before the curtain rose, [SDO General 
Director David Bennett] had everyone under 16 
in the audience stand. It was heartwarming for 
anyone interested in the arts to see the large 
number of folks who stood, and the supportive 
embrace of applause the audience gave.”

– Entertainment Today

“...the charming, colorful and imaginative 
production of ‘Hansel and Gretel’ that opened 
Saturday...hits the sweet spot by bringing out the 
kid in everyone.” 

– The San Diego Union-Tribune

“Even a five-year-old girl sitting in front of me on 
a raised seat kept her eyes on the stage without 
a single fidget…The fantasy-filled production 
makes for an enjoyable evening.” 

– Broadway World
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Ailyn Pérez and Joshua Guerrero in Concert

Balboa Theatre
December 11, 2019

AILYN PEREZ soprano soloist 
JOSHUA GUERRERO tenor soloist  

ABDIEL VASQUEZ pianist

“The first half (was) devoted to traditional opera arias and the second to Spanish-
language boleros and rancheras written by Mexican composers…the near-capacity, 
binational audience roared its approval with shouts of praise and multiple, extended 
standing ovations. If this concert was a test of the viability of the company’s new Opera 
in Español program, it’s off to a rousing start.”

 
– The San Diego Union-Tribune

“After experiencing Wednesday night’s formidable performance…I felt “One Amazing 
Night” was pallid understatement. This was One Incendiary Night, One Stupendous 
Night, One Impassioned Night…By the time Pérez had soared through her exuberant 
opening aria, Juliet’s “Je veux vivre” from Charles Gounod’s opera Roméo et 
Juliette, the voltage meter had already jumped past “amazing.” While the overtones of 
her glistening high notes were still bouncing around the hall, Guerrero launched into 
Romeo’s cavatina from the same opera “Ah, lève-toi soleil!” piling one thrilling vocal 
climax upon the other.”

 
– San Diego Story



Bel Canto Trio 
Julie Adams, Nicholas Brownlee, Joshua Guerrero in Concert

Accompanied by pianist Christopher Allen
Conrad Prebys Performing Arts Center, Baker-Baum Concert Hall

March 4, 2020

JULIE ADAMS soprano soloist 
NICHOLAS BROWNLEE bass soloist
JOSHUA GUERRERO tenor soloist

“(Bel Canto Trio) proved as exhilarating as (One Amazing Night), intensified by the 
warm acoustical ambience and more intimate scale of Baker-Baum.”

 
– San Diego Story

“The program included a mix of duets and trios, and three solo arias for each singer. 
Brownlee has a deep rich voice that wowed the audience with its power in “Tra la 
la” from Bizet’s La Jolie Fille de Perth. Guerrero has a warm, pleasing voice, and a 
disarming stage presence that make him ideal for roles such as Nemorino in L’elixir 
d’amore. But in “E lucevan le stelle” from Puccini’s Tosca, he showed he can also sing 
with the authority and strength needed for more dramatic Italian operas…Dramatic 
soprano Julie Adams easily holds her own with fellow trio members. She has a supple 
voice with effortless power, and her dynamic control makes for stunning liquid beauty 
in higher passages. Her version of “Musetta’s waltz” from La bohème was an evening 
highlight.”

 
–  Broadway World
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Words and Music 
Our summer, in-school, and after-school 
artist residency program, Words and 
Music, served students at La Maestra 
Center for Youth Advancement in City 
Heights, Lincoln High School in Lincoln 
Park, and Memorial Preparatory for 
Scholars and Athletes in Logan Heights.

Students received twice-weekly stage and 
acting instruction, vocal instruction, and 
musical instruction, gained performance 
experience, and accomplished substantial 
arts learning during weekly rehearsals and 
performances attended by friends, family, 
and community members.

After COVID-19 hit, many nonprofits were searching for youth and families to serve 
through their education programs. But because of our strong relationships with families 
in the neighborhoods where we work, our community reached out to us and asked 
how we would continue the program. Instead of looking for students to serve, we were 
meeting with our project partners and Teaching Artists to plan and implement the best 
program we could, adapting the curriculum to a virtual setting. 
 
Watch a short film about a Words and Music student performance 
in City Heights by the Speak City Heights media collaborative: youtu.be/64yFwD9e7is.

Student Night at the Opera
In our 2019-20 season, SDO hosted 
3,850 students and 550 teacher/
parent chaperones at dress rehearsals 
of our productions of Verdi’s Aida and 
Engelbert Humperdinck’s Hansel and 
Gretel for Student Night at the Opera. 
Student Night gives youth access to an 
unforgettable high-quality performing 
arts experience, and tickets are always 
free. SDO reimburses busing costs for 
Title I schools at their request. 

California State Senator Ben Hueso accompanies students of Memorial 
Preparatory for Scholars and Athletes in performance, conducted by SDO 
Teaching Artist Humberto Borboa.19
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Young Artist Training Program

SDO’s Young Artist Training Program offers resources and opportunities to young 
singers, including professional coaching, master classes from principal singers and 
guest conductors, and diverse performance experiences across the region. Our 
talented ensemble of Young Artists presents free concerts across San Diego County 
in our popular Opera Exposed! concert series. Our 2019-20 Opera Exposed! season 
was cut short due to COVID-19, but we presented three concerts in Ramona, Encinitas, 
and Escondido, and we partnered with the Coronado Public Library for a special 
performance of arias and duets from Hansel and Gretel to accompany a reading of the 
Brothers Grimm tale.”

Taste of Opera
Our successful Taste of Opera 
series continued with an event 
at the San Diego Central Library 
featuring Dr. Nicolas Reveles and 
Professor Joseph T. Thomas, Jr. 
in a lively discussion on the roots 
of the tale of Hansel and Gretel, 
the Grimm Brothers’ version, 
and the story as it appears in the 
Humperdinck opera.
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“Sending a HUGE thank you to the San Diego Opera and Vet Tix for the 
wonderful opportunity to see Aida! It was a fantastic production that exceeded all 
expectations. The cast members and orchestra were outstanding! Sending much 
gratitude and appreciation to the San Diego Opera for this memorable event!”

– Thomas, United States Navy Veteran
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Started in 2018, Opera en Español builds cultural bridges between 
the U.S. and Latin America by embracing and reflecting Hispanic 
culture through opera. Through this program, we co-commission, 
co-produce, and present Spanish-language opera and partner with 
Hispanic artists and organizations in the U.S. and Mexico. 

In December 2019, SDO 
hosted a piano/vocal 
workshop of the new opera-
in-progress El último sueño 
de Frida y Diego (The Last 
Dream of Frida and Diego) 
by composer Gabriela Lena 
Frank and librettist Nilo 
Cruz at San Diego State 
University’s Smith Recital Hall. 

A co-commission of SDO, Fort Worth Opera, and DePauw University School of Music, 
El último sueño de Frida y Diego is planned to be presented as part of our 2022-23 
season. 

San Diego Opera’s role in this co-commission is supported by grants from OPERA 
America’s Opera Grants for Female Composers and The Opera Fund: Repertoire 
Development Programs, National Endowment for the Arts – Art Works, and by private 
individual donations.

Vet Tix
As an additional way to ensure that all 
members of our community are served, SDO 
works with organizations like the Veteran 
Tickets Foundation (“Vet Tix”) to distribute 
free tickets to our performances. Vet Tix 
provides tickets to events which reduce 
stress, strengthen family bonds, build life-long 
memories and encourage service members 
and veterans to stay engaged with local 
communities and American life. 

Gabriela Lena Frank, composer

Nilo Cruz, librettist
Piano/Vocal workshop of El último sueño de Frida y Diego 
hosted by SDO in December 2019



Opera Hack
Opera Hack, the first hackathon for the field of opera, was launched in 2018 with support 
from OPERA America and the Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation. Opera Hack, held in July 
2019 at Microsoft’s La Jolla offices, brought together a diverse group of experts from theater 
and technology backgrounds to brainstorm and prototype innovative ideas to make the 
presentation and production of opera more affordable, sustainable, and exciting. The event 
was a great success and inspired many exciting ideas. The three winning Opera Hack teams 
presented their prototypes and ideas in an online session hosted by OPERA America President/
CEO Marc Scorca in August 2020. A renewal grant from OPERA America will continue the 
Opera Hack project until 2022. Visit www.operahack.org for more details about this project. 

Costume Shop COVID-19 Masks
SDO’s Costume Shop provided COVID-19 masks to 
populations in need, starting with 1,000 cloth face masks 
for migrant farm workers via Salud Para La Gente. Because 
COVID-19 masks present a challenge for people hard of 
hearing who rely on lip reading to communicate, the Fleet 
Science Center asked SDO’s Costume Shop Director for 
help, and she created a fog-resistant mask with a plastic 
window, which employees will wear to ease the burden for 
hearing-impaired guests. 

Members of SDO’s Costume Shop make masks for 
Salud Para La Gente, which were donated to Migrant 
workers and families in central California.
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Operating Revenues and Expenses 

EXPENSES

Productions - 76%

Education - 3%

G&A - 13%
Development and  
Fundraising - 8%

REVENUES

Contributed and Public Support - 72%

Ticket Sales - 19%

Endowment/Legacy - 4%

Fundraising Events - 4%

Scenic Studio - 1%

SAN DIEGO OPERA  
IS A 501(C)(3) NOT-FOR-PROFIT CA CORPORATION

• Operating Surplus in both 2019 and 2020
• Unqualified audit opinion for 2017, 2018, 

2019, 2020
• Over 713 donors contribute annually 
• Cash Reserve Funds established for 

operating needs
• Average annual individual contribution is 

$1,954

• 76 cents of every dollar earned/raised 
puts a production on the stage

• PPP Funds received
• 98% of cancelled ticket performance 

revenue converted to a donation or 
stayed on account

Ticket Sales 
19%

Contributed and Public Support
72%

Productions
(Main Stage and dētour)

76%

Endowment (Restricted) and Operating Reserve (Unrestricted) 

$1,500,000$10,000,000

$1,200,000$8,000,000

$900,000$6,000,000

$600,000$4,000,000

$300,000$2,000,000

$0$0
20182018 20192019 20202020

ENDOWMENT OPERATING RESERVE
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San Diego Opera is grateful for our major 2019-20  
corporate, foundation, and government sponsors.

FOUNDATION SPONSORSGOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS
Carol Franc Buck Foundation

The Clare Rose Foundation, Inc.
David C. Copley Foundation

Ellen Browning Scripps Foundation
The Favrot Fund

Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Mandell Weiss Charitable Trust

OPERA America: Innovation Grants
Pratt Memorial Fund
Price Philanthropies

Ramona Community Foundation
Samuel I. and John Henry Fox Foundation

The San Diego Foundation
Walter J. and Betty C. Zable Foundation

Operating Revenues and Expenses 

2020
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