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Locust Grove High School Teacher Receives National Science Foundation Grant for Drone Research 

For Immediate Release 

LOCUST GROVE, OK— Locust Grove High School teacher, Frances Millspaugh was recently awarded a 

grant from the National Science Foundation in conjunction with the University of Tulsa (TU) to 

participate in an extensive drone research experience. The grant includes drones for classroom use and 

a $2,000 classroom material budget, as well as an $8,000 stipend for Millspaugh to attend a six-week 

program at the University of Tulsa.  

Millspaugh is one of only 10 teachers in the surrounding Tulsa area to receive the grant. She and other 

teachers attending the program will be guided by TU faculty and students on ways to best use science, 

math and engineering concepts in the design, construction and application of unmanned aerial systems. 

This will be applied to the development of interactive, standards-based STEM curriculum focusing on 

exploration and discovery in the classroom.   

By the end of the program, teachers are required to present a plan for integrating quadcopter-based 

activities into at least one course during the coming school year and collect assessment data on the 

activity. The plan will include samples of instructional materials for student use, a list of equipment and 

supplies needed, and lesson plans for use by the teacher for the activity.  

Millspaugh teaches trigonometry, geometry, statistics and robotics for grades 9-12th at Locust Grove 

High School and is excited to bring the drones and coordinating curriculum to her students.  

“My initial interest in this program was due to the lack of experience I have with drones and my desire 
to change that,” Millspaugh said. “I see the endless connections and possibilities in education using 
drones.” 
 
Faculty and students from TU will visit Locust Grove High School to assist with classroom activity related 
to the drones. Millspaugh says the faculty support is another great characteristic of this unique learning 
experience that will benefit students.  
 



“I always strive to improve my skill set for my students and their futures,” Millspaugh said. “The 
magnitude of this experience will impact my students and I in limitless ways. I am excited and I look 
forward to this opportunity.” 
 
Teachers chosen for the grant must attend all sessions, which are tentatively set for June 1- July 10th, but 

may be rescheduled to a later date due to the coronavirus outbreak.  
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