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O.K. Wolfenbarger III, Superintendent
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Return to In-Person Instruction
& Continuity of Services (RIPICS) Plan
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act

Introduction
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act statute requires that LEAs develop and make publicly available their
plans for the safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of services. A summary of Comstock ISD’s
plans is below.

Effective Date of Plan
This plan is effective as of June 7, 2021.

Public Comment & Stakeholder Input
This plan was developed in consultation with stakeholders and the CISD COVID Preparedness Response
Team after soliciting public comment via group meetings.
Members of the CPRT: Willoughby, Sinclair, Garver, Graf, Campos, Lambert, Pratt, Majors, Allen Norton,
Gonzalez, and Felder. Staff members are O.K. Wolfenbarger, Katie Parker, Alex Sanchez and Cassie
Carreon.

Ongoing Review & Publication of Plan
The plan was drafted on June 7, 2021 and posted to the LEA website Comstock ISD - Return To In Person
Instruction & Continuity Plan. Every six months, Comstock ISD will review the plan in accordance with the
latest guidance from the CDC, state and local governments. If revisions are needed to the plan, public input
will be solicited and stakeholders will be meaningfully consulted. The revised version of the plan will then be
posted on the website. The chart below provides information on this ongoing process.
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Return to In-Person Instruction & Continuity of Services Plan Review
2021-2022
Year 1

2022-2023
Year 2

Date of Initial Plan:

Six Month Review Date:

June 7, 2021

December 2021
☐No revision needed
☐Revisions were made

Six Month Review Date:

End of Grant Period Review Date:

June, 2022
☐No revision needed
☐Revisions were made

{DATE}
☐No revision needed
☐Revisions were made

2023-2024
(Carryover Year)

Last required review is 9/30/2023
~Grant ends 9/30/24~

General Instructional Settings
Comstock ISD will start in-person learning for Kindergarten – 12th Grade on August 10, 2021.
● Given the public health situation, student attendance could be earned through the delivery
of remote instruction if the student must be in quarantine.
● Any individuals who themselves either: (a) are lab-confirmed to have COVID-19; or (b)
experience the symptoms of COVID-19 (listed below) must stay at home throughout the
infection period, and cannot return to campus until the school system screens the individual to
determine any of the below conditions for campus re-entry have been met:
In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return to
school when all three of the following criteria are met:
i.
ii.
iii.

at least three days (72 hours) have passed since recovery (resolution of fever
without the use of fever-reducing medications);
the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath);
and
At least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared.

Provisions to Reduce Risk of Exposure to Health Hazards
Systems & Procedures
Procedures for Mask
● Masks are allowed, but will not be required during the 2021-2022 school year. Per
Executive order GA-36, which has the effect of state law under Section 418.012 of the
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Texas Government Code, school systems cannot require students or staff to wear a mask.
School systems must allow individuals to wear a mask if they choose to do so.
● Steps will be taken by the CISD staff to protect students and staff who choose to wear
masks from harassment.
School Transportation
● Bus seating is planned to ensure social distancing and minimum exposure.
● Buses will be sanitized daily.
● Hand sanitizer will be available for student use when they enter and exit the bus.
● Steps will be taken to increase ventilation on the buses when it does not create a safety
hazard.
Cafeteria
● All cafeteria staff will be encouraged to follow health authority protocols.
● Forks and spoons will be provided to all students in/by prescribed sanitary protection.
● Cafeteria tables, chairs, door handles and high touch areas will be sanitized between lunch
periods.
● Outdoor tables will be available during breakfast and lunch for additional social distancing,
weather permitting.
● To allow for social distancing during breakfast and lunch, elementary will be broken into
groups of two (K-2 and 3-5. Junior High (6-8) and High School (9-12) will have the same
breakfast time. All students will remain with their grade level.
Classrooms
● Disinfectants will be used for deep cleaning the campus throughout each day.
● We will do our best to maintain exposure between classes to a minimum.
● Students will be asked to social distance to the extent that the classroom provides.
● Teachers are encouraged to have classes outside, when it is possible.
● To protect faculty and students, classwork will be performed electronically, to the extent
possible,
● K-5 students will be instructed to wash their hands when possible. Hand washing sinks are
located in the K-8 classrooms to facilitate this.
● Plexiglas shields will be installed in the technology lab between computers to protect
students and staff.
● Drinking fountains will only be used to fill up water bottles. Students will be encouraged to
bring water bottles from home for use at school.
● Classes will be disinfected twice daily, as schedules allow.
Library
● The Library schedule will be such that social distancing will be encouraged as much as
possible.
● The Library will continue with e-book programming this year to help lessen exposure as
needed.
● Policies on how students ‘browse’ for books will be implemented to reduce exposure.
● All books that have been returned to the Library will be wiped or sprayed with disinfectant
prior to re-shelving.
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PE, Sports and Other Extracurricular Activities
● Each individual class will conduct all elementary (K-6) PE classes separately. PE, by its very
nature, is extremely hard to guarantee strict social distancing policies between students;
Comstock ISD will work to maintain as much social distancing as possible.
● All Junior High (7-8) and High School (9-12) PE classes will be conducted together by their
grade levels. PE, by its very nature, is extremely hard to guarantee strict social distancing
policies between students; Comstock ISD will work to maintain as much social distancing as
possible. PE teachers will be cognizant of this fact and plan activities that will ensure as
much social distancing as possible. PE uniforms for these groups will be provided by the
district and washed daily.
Restrooms/Locker Rooms
● All restrooms and locker rooms will be disinfected at least twice daily.
Modifications to Facilities
● Hand Sanitizer. All available evidence states that maintaining our hands as clean as
possible aids in the contraction and the spreading of COVID-19. Having said that, hand
washing is by far the most effective and safe way to comply with this. Sometimes, this is not
always possible and CISD will provide as many hand sanitizer stations as possible to
facilitate this. There will be stations in every classroom, restroom, and all additional areas
that we can locate (cafeteria).
● Doors. An area of concern is doors and door handles. All doors that can be propped open
will be (Example- cafeteria doors when lunch is in session). Doorknobs and handles will be
disinfected as many times a day as possible.
● Education. In many ways, CISD staff will have to educate all children on how to behave in
during this time. This will include handwashing, social distancing, behavior while in line,
cafeteria behavior, and bus behavior. Any students that commit any infractions will be
redirected. There will be no punitive discipline, unless the infractions are intentional and
habitual.
● Separation of classes. While difficult, CISD will implement every measure possibility to
ensure that classes remain as separate as possible. (Example – Kindergarten students will
have as little as possible contact with first graders and so on) This will help us mitigate the
possibility of the spread of COVID. Should there be children in a particular class that test
positive, we may be able to ‘contain’ exposure to a minimum of students by implementing
these procedures. Classes that have lunch together will have outside recess together.
● Visitors. All visitors will report to the front office. We ask that all visitors be aware of their
health and the possibility of the spread of illness, should they be exhibiting symptoms of any
illness. Parents will be allowed to eat meals with their students after they have checked in at
the office.
● Parents may come to the front desk to leave items for their child at any time.
● CISD reserves the right to restrict this visitor policy should the need arise because of
an increase of ill children.
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Students’ Academic Needs
Comstock ISD will meet students’ academic needs by the following ways:
● Extended class periods. CISD will extend class length to 50 minutes per class.
● Tutorials. CISD will have a thirty minute daily tutorial period for all students.
● Summer school will be conducted for HS students that need credit recovery.
● Additional staff will be hired using ESSER III funds to meet the academic needs of K-5
students.
● Targeted professional development will be carried out to aid staff in meeting academic
needs.
● A 1-to-1 laptop policy is in place for all students.

Students’ Social, Emotional, Mental Health Needs
Comstock ISD will meet the social, emotional and mental health needs of students in the following
ways:
● Motivational speakers will come and address students.
● The “Stop It” communication program will be implemented to foster better communication
between students and administration.
● Staff will be trained to recognize students that have SEL needs.
● Outdoor picnic tables will be utilized for breakfast, lunch, and classroom time.

Staff’s Social, Emotional, Mental Health Needs
Comstock ISD will meet the social, emotional and mental health needs of staff in the following
ways:
● A motivational speaker will come and address staff during in service.
● Staff will be allowed to wear a more casual attire.
● Special staff meals will be planned throughout the year.
● Comstock will do it is very best to ensure that the 2021-2022 school year will be as normal
as possible.

Questions
Questions regarding this plan may be directed to:
O.K. Wolfenbarger III, Superintendent
okwolf@comstockisd.net
432-292-4444

Comstock ISD Return to In-Person Instruction & Continuity of Services Plan
PAGE 5
Plan template provided by ESC Region 15

