
Changes are inevitable—whether 
pertaining to everyday inconsisten-
cies, home life, or school. One change 
experienced loudly this 2019-20 
school year is the universal restriction 
of backpacks in classrooms through-
out Chanute High School during the 
day. 

However, just like change is inevi-
table, so is innovation. 

This change, put into effect the 
fi rst day of school, limits student 
backpack usage. Students are now 
required to keep bags in their lockers 
throughout the school day. 

The decision was made to pro-
mote school safety, including limiting 
objects and items students carry 
with them into classrooms, working 
to avoid the possession of weapons 
or illicit substances. Theft is another 
situation the new rule addresses and 
hopes to minimize according to CHS 
Assistant Principal Tyler Applegate. 

“[Before this year, many teachers] 
did not allow [backpacks] in their 
classrooms anyway. They made kids 
leave them in the hallway. There was 
theft when the backpacks were set 
outside of the classroom, so I think 
having them stay in their lockers can 
help in that regard,” Applegate said. 

As a result, students have taken to 
their imaginations in solving the prob-

lem of their overspilling arms. 
Now, throughout the school, 

students carrying their belongings, 
books and miscellaneous items inside 
plastic bags is not an uncommon 
sight. As a way to keep track of their 
items as well as make them easier 
to transport, the clear bags are an 
approved, yet simplistic way students 
have solved their own problem. 

Baskets and binders are also two 
ways in which students have brought 
their creativity to life.

However, there are qualms with 
the ideas of large binders and bags 
being used and approved despite the 
restriction on backpacks, some of 
which come from teachers, including 
biology and Project Lead the Way 
instructor Tonya Frederick. 

“[Students] carry big binders that 
are basically a backpack around, and I 
would say [that] would be the biggest 
discrepancy,” Frederick said. “We 
either have [backpacks] or we don’t.”

Students have expressed concerns 
and frustrations with the restrictions 
also. 

“For me [my biggest problem with 
not having a backpack] is being late 
and forgetting stuff, really more of  
forgetting”, junior Jacob Guernsey 
said.
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In the aftermath of the 
football rivalry game between 
the Chanute Blue Comets 
and Iola Mustangs which 
took place at Chanute High 
School on Friday September 
20, an Instagram dispute 
occurred involving students 
from both schools which is 
thought to have led to the 
slashing of one CHS senior’s 
tire. 

Senior Makayla Schoen-
hofer posted a photo from 
the game celebrating the 
continuation of the 32-year 
winning streak against the 
Mustangs onto her Insta-
gram account following the 
game. Within minutes, back 
and forth comments were 
swarming the post, ranging 
from accusations to personal 
harassment. 

Sunday afternoon, 
Schoenhofer found one of 
her car tires flat and appear-
ing to have been slashed. 

“I think my tire was 
slashed because people were 
just too upset, and they came 
at me because I made the 
post,” Schoenhofer said. “I 
think it was somebody from 
Iola just because it happened 
right after the comment 
situation.” 

Schoenhofer has removed 
the post from Instagram due 
to overactivity from students 
from both schools, as well as 
drawing in negative attention. 

“I felt like it was going to 
be easier in the end [remov-
ing the post], because I had a 
lot of people still... posting on 
it,” Schoenhofer said. 

Tire 
slashed 
in wake 
of rivalry 
football 
game 
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Instilling valuable skills 
and ingraining lifelong 
memories, a new class in 
Chanute High School is 
offering high school and el-
ementary school students 
opportunities to learn from 
and improve each other.

Legacy Leaders is a 
class newly offered the 
2019-20 school year with 
specifi c students chosen to 
participate. 

These students visit the 
elementary school during 
the class period to work with 
third grade students recom-
mended to them either by 
classroom teachers or coun-
selors by reading with them 
and building relationships. 

Senior Nolan Werner be-
gan the process to make this 
idea a reality nearing the end 
of his junior year. 

“We started with an idea, 
just a small little idea, and 
then we formed what we 
call a ‘task force’ which was 
a person from each grade,” 
Werner said. “Then we met 

‘‘
’’

Karen Graham 
StuGo Adviser

As long as one stu-
dent has one friend, 
they look forward to 
coming to school...

Legacy Leaders leave mark by mentoring youth
TIBERNAYBEAL
digital co-editor

with the counselors and 
administration [fi rst] at the 
elementary school and then 
[at CHS].” 

The class believes 
introducing school spirit in 
a productive atmosphere to 
students at a young age will 
benefi t the mindset of future 
high school students, and 
Werner hopes this new class 
will improve school spirit.

“When you used to come 
to a football game at Chan-
ute High School the student 
section was always packed. 
Now people just don’t care 
anymore. The spirit assem-
blies aren’t as fun anymore 
because nobody really cares. 
I think it would be nice to get 

people to care again,” Werner 
said. 

StuGo sponsor Karen 
Graham, who is working 
closely with the program, 
also feels that instilling a 
positive culture into the 
youth of the community is a 
necessity in the process of 
changing how students feel 
about coming to school. 

“The overall goal is to get 
kids excited about the high 
school or being in school in 
general. There is research 
that says as long as one 
student has one friend, they 
look forward to coming to 
school. So we are trying to 
foster some friendships so 
that kids will want to stay in 
school,” Graham said. 

Werner confi rmed this 
mentality, insisting the class 
of leaders act as role models 
such as older siblings do in 
order to positively influence 
the younger students. 

“It is kinda like a big 
brother/ big sister program 
where we are just going to 
go spend time with the kids,” 
Werner said. 
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Students get creative 
to work around ban, 
offer alternatives

STRIKING A POSE

Statistics Backpacks

Back pains
OR

Organization: 
students feel 
more organized 
and general-
ly prepared 
for classes 
throughout the 
day with back-
packs. 

Timely: back-
packs help  
students be pre-
pared for class. 
They can spend 
extra passing 
period time using 
the restroom or 
beginning work 
early. 

Comfort: 
many students 
fi nd comfort 
in carrying 
personal items, 
ranging from 
consumables to 
mementos. 

Adolescent 
Pain: about 30 
to 50 percent of 
youth complain 
of back pain 
related to back-
pack use. 

School atten-
dance drops: 
students who 
miss school or 
sports every 
year because of 
heavy back-
packs is approx-
imately 10 to 19 
percent. 

Injuries: last 
year, 7,000+ 
children were 
injured due to 
overloaded bags 
and backpack 
weight sugges-
tions not being 
followed.  

Statistics from U.S. Consumer Products and Safety Commission

Chanute High School students, including 
seniors Abi Morris, Josh Slansky and Jaden 

Costin, dressed up throughout the week 
in preparation for tonight’s homecoming 

football game against the Ottowa Cyclones. 
Before the game, which features a black out 
theme and kicks off at 7 p.m.,  is coronation 

and after is the homecoming dance in the 
courtyard. 

Photos by SOPHIE OSBORN
Students in the special education program at USD 413 went to C&H lanes last 
Thursday to practice in preparation for an upcoming Special Olympics competition. 
Clockwise: Eight-grader Kyon Dean pumps his fi rst in excitement after knocking 
down several pins. Senior Zach Zimmerman keeps his eyes focused on the pins 
as he prepares to bowl. Freshman Brock Small squats down as he readies himself 
to shove the ball down the lane. The students had to bowl then to get averages to 
determine grouping at the Special Olympics. Students at the special olympics will 
be grouped by ability level and students from all different area schools will attend 
the event in Pittsburg.

Infographic by Amanda Stalder

CHANUTE HIGH SCHOOL • 1501 W. 36TH STREET • CHANUTE, KS 66720



Door-to-door fundraising is on the 
way out the door at Chanute High 
School.

According to Principal Brian 
Campbell, parent complaints of the 
practice and the burden put on kids 
by some teams and organizations 
played a role in the change.

“It seemed like about every other 
week we were fundraising in the 
community, and the community was 
complaining that they were getting 
fundraisers over and over and over,” 
Campbell said. “Constantly barraged 
or inundated or whatever you want 
to call it, was costing them a fortune.”

After acknowledging the 
community’s demands, the decision 

to move away from door-to-door 
fundraising was agreed upon 
by district administration, CHS 
administration and the school board.

According to Campbell each club 
and sports will have an account that 
will be set up to cover each groups 
needs.

“We don’t know how much it is 
yet; we haven’t decided,” Campbell 
said.

To make up for the money 
fundraisers provided, Campbell said 
Superintendent Dr. Kellen Adams 
would like to station students outside 
of school events and have the 
parents come up to make a donation 
if they wished. 

“We feel as if the patrons would 
appreciate that more,” Campbell said.

However, Campbell revealed that 
not all fundraising will go away, just 
those that are considered invasive to 
the community.

For example, Stugo is still hosting 
a mattress fundraiser where those 
interested can come to the high 
school on their own accord.

With funding levels yet to be set, 
club sponsors and coaches are not 
without concerns. 

“I’m still a little worried about 
enough money going around for 
everyone…” FCCLA club sponsor, 
Leah Hoesli said.

 Campbell understood the 
apprehension.

“I think it’s going to be a good 
thing for everyone involved, but I do 
know that some people are a little 

worried about it right now because 
it’s new,” Campbell said. “It hasn’t 
been done that way before and 
they’re just worried that they’re going 
to have enough in the long run.”

PHOTO BY RILEY GORACKE

COUNTINGDOWN

61 Days

These objections and cri-
tiques to the rule led to the 
formation of a student-led 
group who has created a 
proposal to compromise 
between administrators and 
students. 

Originally started by 
seniors Jay Brown and John 
Stanley, the group consists 
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District moves to end door-to-door fundraisers for high school clubs, teams
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MAKING A MARK: SENIOR LANE

Seniors Alyssa Ramsey (with paint buckets) and John Stanley are silhouetted by the lowering sun as they 
work to complete their senior lane paintings as nightfall nears on Sept. 11. Ramsey and Stanley were two of 
more than 50 seniors who chose to participate in the annual tradition of painting a spot along Blue Comet 
Boulevard in front of the high school. 

Language 
arts students 
begin quest 
for $20,000 
grand prize

A national poetry 
competition has Chanute 
High School students 
dreaming of thousands of 
dollars in prize money and 
a trip to Washington, D.C.

Taking part in the 
competition has become 
a mandatory part of 
English classes at CHS 
this school year.

“It encourages 
students to work on 
their speaking and 
listening skills and it’s 
an opportunity for all 
students to succeed,” 
English teacher Stacy 
Henson said.

CHS students are 
required to choose one 
poem from the Poetry Out 
Loud anthology and then 
memorize and perform 
that poem as part of class 
competitions. 

“They are graded on 
pronunciation, timing, 
pacing,...they have to be 
accurate,” Henson said.

Winners of the class 
competition advance to 
the school competition.

The school 
competition winner will 
then advance to the 
regional competition 
to be held at Chanute’s 
Memorial Auditorium. 
The regional winner then 
advances to state.

At the school and 
regional competition, 
students are required to 
memorize two poems. 
One must have 25 lines 
or fewer, and one must 
be written before the 20th 
century.

At state and nationals, 
competitors are required 
to prepare three poems to 
recite. 

Nationally, there are 
several monetary prizes 
for Poetry Out Loud 
winners. 

The national 
competition gives out 
more than $50,000 in 
scholarships and prizes.

The champion will 
receive $20,000. Second 
place will receive $10,000 
and third place will receive 
$5,000.

AUTUMNSHARP
reporter

of students from every grade 
in order to achieve equal rep-
resentation as well as come 
up with an overall solution. 

Applegate acknowledged 
the new struggles presented 
to students by the rule. 

“I admit, it’s handy to be 
able to carry everything in a 
bag. That’s a fact. However, 
students have ample time 
to get to their lockers, and it 
does take a little more work 
on [a student’s] part to carry 

the required materials… but 
it’s the decision the school 
has gone with and that’s 
what we’re trying right at the 
moment,” Applegate said.

The main problem being 
focused on currently is that 
students wish to carry a 
backpack with them, but 
teachers generally agree 
bags cause clutter and safe-
ty risks inside the classroom. 

The group has proposed 
an idea still in the process of 

getting approval by students, 
as the effect would greatly 
impact the entire school. 

They have formally pro-
posed to unlock all lockers 
in all hallways in order to 
allow students to carry their 
backpacks with them in the 
hallways. 

However, when class-
time begins, students would 
be required to leave their 
bags and extra materials in 
one of the unlocked lockers 
outside the classroom. 

While there currently is no 
solution confi rmed, adminis-
trators have confi rmed that 
ideas for solutions are being 
taken into consideration and 
will continue to be. 

“I’m not sure we’re at a 
point that we have an all-out 
solution that would appease 
all involved. I’m not sure if 
there is a solution that would 
appease everybody, but I 
was surprised at some of 
the discussions we’ve had,” 
Applegate said. 

34 Days

Until Thanksgiving 
Break

84 Days
Until Winter Break

140 Days
Until Winter 

Homecoming

204 Days
Until Prom

Until 
Halloween
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“I’m still a little 
worried about 
enough money 
going around...” 

Leah Hoesli
Teacher
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Moving college class off campus a mistake

As I hastily make my 
way out to my car after the 
fourth hour ‘go’ bell sounds, 
I can’t help but fi nd myself 
wondering “Why?” -- Why 
did the administration fi nd 
this necessary? Why did 
things have to change? Why 
am I putting up with this?

Well, to answer in short, I 
don’t quite know.

In the past, Chanute High 
School used to allow college 
classes, led by Neosho 
County Community College 

(NCCC) instructors, to be 
taught in the high school 
building--a much more 
effi cient and benefi cial way 
for students to experience 
these lessons. 

Now, however, students 
must rush over to NCCC’s 
campus during their busy 
lunch hour to take a course 
intermixed with college 
students.

The hectic venture to 
and from NCCC proves 
not to be the only problem, 
though.

Many students are now 
involved in college courses 
which run longer than high 
school class periods. 

This, in turn, causes 
students to miss up to half 
of their next hour and, not 
only that, but they miss their 
entire lunch period too. 

Along with this, students 
are not bussed over to the 

college; they must adapt 
and fi nd their own way over 
which has proven to be a 
struggle for some kids.

While there are benefi ts 
to be derived from taking 
classes at the college—like 
the hands-on college expe-
rience and the opportunity 
to learn with actual college 
students—the weakness-
es still far outweigh the 
strengths. 

With all of the effort it 
takes to get to and from the 
high school, students are 
left feeling worn out and, of 
course, hungry—especially 
since lunch breaks are out 
of the picture. 

Everything was much 
more functional for stu-
dents taking on college 
classes when lessons 
still took place at the high 
school. 

ALYSSARAMSEY
sports editor

Over the years, Chanute 
High School’s means of 
electing the Homecoming 
court has morphed into 
a more inclusive voting 
system. 

Beginning in 2018, the 
voting system was ex-
panded from the traditional 
athletic-only representative 
means of voting to a broad-
er selection of students 
engaged in any activity. 

Previously, each fall 
sport would choose a male 
and female candidate to 

represent the organization, 
allowing each sport to be 
equally represented on the 
court. 

In 2018 this process 
changed and opened up the 
voting to anyone participat-
ing in a fall sport, club, or 
activity (ranging from choir 
to StuGo). 

This allowed students to 
choose any fi ve male and 
fi ve female seniors of their 
choice that were on the list 
of students in activities. 

This year, however, the 
voting system has changed 
once more. Instead of every 
activity being represented, 
the activities were split 
between fall and spring 
activities. 

The reason for these 
changes was diversity, but 
the past two years have 
proved quite the opposite. 

Both this year and last 

year, four of the fi ve female 
candidates played tennis 
and in both years none of 
the female candidates were 
representing a non-athletic 
activity. 

However, this cannot 
be blamed on the voting 
system, but on the voting 
population. 

I believe that the voting 
system has changed for 
the better, even if the end 
results do not reflect the 
intended outcome. 

The simple act of al-
lowing clubs and activities 
to participate in a juvenile 
popularity contest grants 
some students the validity 
they need as teenagers. 

While it may not achieve 
its original goal of diversity 
within candidates, it does 
promote inclusivity which, in 
turn, improves the culture of 
our school. 

Homecoming system working despite recent results
JILLIANVOGEL
reporter
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As cascades of students surge down the halls 
of CHS, the typical scene this year involves 
students hurriedly conversing with friends while 

they’re weighed down with the load of what they need 
for their next class, or perhaps their next two, three, or 
four classes. Unlike in previous years, students are re-
quired to thoughtfully consider what they will carry with 
them in anticipation of classes to come—not just enter 
classrooms and pull supplies from their backpacks at 
random. 

While the ban on backpacks may cover multiple areas 
where school security has the potential to be breached, 
it births new questions we should all fi nd importance 
in addressing: How far is too far? What are we—as a 
society, as a school, as students, administrators, and 
teachers—willing to give up in order to ensure a greater 
chance at achieving safety? What is the cost of ensured 
safety? 

With the removal of our backpacks from the class-
room, we at The Comet are in agreement with the lack 
of necessity we see in the new rules. These changes 
don’t undoubtedly guarantee our safety, and they also 
bring forth a new set of complications. 

Students are rushed during passing periods as they 
try to always think multiple classes ahead to ensure they 
are heaving the proper materials to their next classes. 
Books, notepads, and pencils get dropped in crowded 
intersections as people rush to and from classrooms 
in a desperate attempt to not get counted tardy as they 
must fi rst make their way to their lockers. 

While creating the illusion of safety, without back-
packs are we truly at any less risk of harm? For in-
stance, large binders can still be dragged from class to 
class. Any item or substance we are trying to avoid the 
possession of with the lack of backpacks can simply be 
hidden in binders as well! 

If the illusion of safety is a continuous and never 
ending cycle, we should not keep fantasizing about it. 
We need to focus on more important aspects of safety, 
such as mental health, student involvement rates, or 
ways in which we can help improve students’ lives at 
home. These topics will face the origin of safety prob-
lems head on, rather than trying to control the aftermath 
of negative, harmful mentalities that have already oc-
curred. We need to fi x the root of the problem, not only 
attempt to control the effects of the problem. 

Sacrifi cing freedoms, rights 
in the name of safety 
becomes a slippery slope

HOW FAR IS 
TOO FAR?

AMANDASTALDER and ADDISONMALLETTE
for the editorial board

Riley Goracke
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POLL RESULTS

Does banning backpacks 
make schools safer?

95%

5%YES

NO

Results of a poll conducted on Instagram. 75 respondants

“If a school is doing this in response to some sort of 
threat, it’s just window dressing to create a visual cue 
that there is a  perception of increased safety.”

- Ken Trump, Ohio-based school safety and security expert

THEY SAID IT

The Comet is published nine times per year 
by the Chanute High School newspaper 
staff.
     The Comet does not accept subscrip-
tions and has a standard advertising rate 
of $5 per column inch. The paper is availa-
ble free of charge at Chanute High School, 
at various locations in Chanute, and can be 
found online at thecometonline.com.
     The Comet is printed by Kansas News-
papers LLC in Parsons and is composed by 
the student staff. 

Editorial Policy
    The Comet will report on and editorialize 
about controversial and crucial events in 
the school, community, nation and world. 
School editors and writers will, however, 
observe the same legal responsibilities as 
those imposed on conventional newspa-
pers and news media.
    Thus, The Comet will refrain from publi-
cation of material that is obscene, libellous 
or creates a clear and present danger of 
the immediate disruption of the school. 

In determining the type of material that 
violates the above restrictions, it must be 
noted that the discrimination of material 
that invites or simulates heated discussion 
or debate among students or in the 
community does not constitute the type of 
disruption prohibited.
    The Comet will not be subject to prior 
restraints or censorship by school offi cials, 
unless material is considered obscene, li-
bellous or disruptive as previously defi ned. 
Commercial advertising will be printed, 
but items and/or services that are illegal 
because of age restrictions, etc., will not be 
advertised.
The Comet is a public forum. Since school 
publications are designed as instructional 
instruments for students and as a vehicle 
for student opinion and discussion, the 
opinions, issues or articles published shall 
not be construed as those representing the 
publication adviser, school administration 
or the Board of Education. The contents 
of The Comet are the responsibility of the 
student staff.

Get in Touch With Us
thecometonline@gmail.com
620-432-2510 Ext. 106 (Morning)/908 
(Afternoon)
Follow us on Twitter @chscomet
On the web: thecometonline.com

1. Letters should be emailed to 
thecometonline@gmail.com no later than 
the Monday of the week of publication.
2. All letters must be signed, even though 
the name(s) may be withheld upon request 
of the writer. Names will be made available, 
however, to the publication’s adviser, edi-
tor-in-chief and necessary staff members 
of The Comet.
3. A joint letter should not contain more 
than ten names. If more than ten names 
appear on the letter, only ten will be 
published. However, a complete list of all 
the other names will be available to the 
publications adviser, editor-in-chief and 
necessary staff members.
4. Each letter should be no more than 
200 words in length and will be subject 

to editing and/or cutting. Should editing 
or cutting be required, the writer will be 
notifi ed before publication. The Comet 
reserves the right to refuse publication. 
The writer, however, will be notifi ed of such 
decision.
5. Obscene, libellous or other material that 
might be determined to cause a disruption 
of the normal school daily routine will not 
be printed, and the writer will be notifi ed of 
such decision.
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2. PEAVY PRODUCING

Chanute is 2-1 and do-everything senior Briley Peavy is a big reason 

why. In addition to multiple rushing and receiving touchdowns, Peavy 

has scored off a kick-off return, a punt return, and an interception return. 

In total, Peavy has eight touchdowns, including three in a 42-0 win 

against Iola last Friday. The Comets enter tonight’s homecoming game 

against Ottawa ranked 10th in Class 4A by Kpreps.com.

Photo by SOPHIE OSBORN

3. ACING THE TEST

After graduating a talented senior class a year ago that included state qualifi ers Shayla 

Bogle and Taylor Thompson, many expected the Blue Comet tennis team to take a step 

back in 2019. Instead, the team, which includes a host of hard-working seniors like Caysia 

Crellin (pictured) has exceeded expectations, winning several tournaments and remaining 

a competitive force in the SEK.

Photo by MARC-ANTHONY SMITH

1. FAST LEARNERS
Sophomore Abigail Smith (picture) has become one 
of the top performers on the girls cross country team 
in her fi rst year running. Likewise, on the boys’ side, 
sophomore Nathan Stanley has shined as one of the 
boys’ top performers in his fi rst year. Both Smith and 
Stanley played soccer as freshmen.
Photo by RILEY GORACKE

Unexpected stopper

 Photo by SOPHIE OSBORN
Senior Chandler Finuf surveys the fi eld after collecting a save in the Blue Comets’ season 
opener versus Independence. Chanute tied the game 1-1. Entering last night’s game versus 
Riverton (results not available at press time), Finuf has registered fi ve shutouts as the Com-
ets have improved to 5-1-1 on the season.

DRAYTONCLEAVER
reporter

With his “Star Wars” 
t-shirts and passion for 
“Dungeons & Dragons,” 
Chandler Finuf does not 
exactly scream “star ath-
lete” as he walks the halls of 
Chanute High School.

Despite his appearance, 
that is exactly what the Blue 
Comet senior goalkeeper 
has been, registering fi ve 
shutouts through seven 
games.

“It’s kinda funny actually, 
people are surprised when 
they fi nd out I’m starting 
varsity goalkeeper, Finuf 
said.”They’re like, ‘He wears 
“Star Wars” shirts all the 
time.’”

While opposing teams 
are left with no such mis-
conceptions about Finuf’s 
abilities, Blue Comet fans 

started to fully understand 
what they had in their 
goalkeeper after an inspiring 
performance against Tope-
ka Hayden in the playoffs a 
season ago.

Finuf faced a flurry of 
shots in a heartbreaking 
1-0 loss, earning a stand-
ing ovation from the crowd 
after the game.

Since that moment, Finuf 
worked hard to improve 
even further.

“Chandler has grown a 
great amount from last year 
to this year,” Comets head 
coach Adam Wilcox said. 
“He’s becoming way more 
assertive, winning balls 
higher in the 18 [box], and 
picking balls out of the air.” 

A key to Finuf’s develop-
ment has been the addition 
of assistant coach Michael 
Villareal, who was a goal-
keeper when he played in 
high school and a former 
head coach at Independ-
ence.

“Villareal has been able 

to help [Chandler] a lot. 
He’s been able to be in his 
ear telling him he’s good 
enough, (Villareal) has 
played keeper, and has been 
able to help him with things 
I haven’t been able too,” 
Wilcox said.

Finuf has appreciated 
the guidance Villareal has 
been able to provide.

“He’s helped me a lot, 
there’s defi nitely more 
goalkeeper training and 
new drills,” Finuf said. “He’s 
willing to do one-on-one 
weekend training too, which 
is really helpful.”

With a 5-1-1 start to 
their 2019 campaign before 
last night’s match versus 
Riverton (results not availa-
ble at press time), the Com-
ets remain in contention for 
the SEK title. 

With high-scoring teams 
such as Pittsburg and Cof-
feyville, Finuf’s performance 
will be key to the Comets’ 
success moving forward.

That performance is 

not limited to saving shots 
though. With his commu-
nication with his back four, 
work ethic in practice, and 
encouragement he’s earned 
a spot as a team captain for 

this season. 
Along with senior All-SEK 

defender Noah Crapson, 
Finuf has led a back four of 
three sophomores to make 
defense a staple for the 

Senior goalkeeper 
defi es expectations 
on the soccer fi eld

Comets. 
“I feel like I’ve grown as 

a leader by being involved 
with the team more, and 
communicating with my 
back line,” Finuf said.

6PIC
Fall sports are underway, 
and there are numerous 

storylines worth following. 
Here are our top six choices 

along with some of our editors’ 
favorite photos.
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Fall rise: Sports participation numbers growing
SPORT  ‘14 ’15 ‘16 ’17 ‘18 ’19

Volleyball

Girls Golf

Girls Tennis

Football

Cross Country

Soccer

Athletes

Students

Percentage

  40 38 36 31 33 33

  4 4 4 3 12 8

  22 21 16 16 19 17

  70 64 50 58 43 57

  26 26 27 31 27 28

  N/A     39 41

  188 153 133 139 173 184

  525 513 526 534 557 587

  36% 29% 25% 26% 31% 31%

MARC-ANTHONYSMITH
reporter

Sports participation is 
on the rise at Chanute High 
School.

After three years of falling 
participation, 184 students 
are out for sports this fall.

“It’s awesome to have 
more participation. We’re 
going back up and we want 
to go even higher than that,” 
CHS Activities Director Zack 
Murry said. 

With a spike in student 
population in the past couple 
years it makes sense that fall 
sports numbers should rise, 
however this has not always 
been the case.

Since the 2014-2015 
school year, sports participa-
tion dropped from 35 percent 
to 26 percent (2017-2018) in 
just three years. With a 2 per-
cent increase in the student 
body one wouldn’t expect a 9 
percent drop in sports partic-
ipation.

With the larger student 
body and the addition of a 
soccer team in 2018-2019 
school year, sports participa-
tion has risen to 31 percent 
and held steady for the past 
two years.

“I think anytime you can 
be a part of something that’s 
bigger than yourself, you’ve 
got a common goal... You 
feel connected to the school, 
connected to your team, and 

you’ll want to do better in 
class, stay out of trouble; it all 
goes hand-in-hand,” Murry 
said.

The sport that has seen 
the biggest increase in num-
bers this season is football. 
Last year, 43 students played 
football, but 57 are playing this 
season.

Football participation was 
at its six-year peak in 2014 
with 70 students. Until this 
year, football numbers have 
been on the decline.

“I didn’t do a lot to increase 
numbers, just talking to stu-
dents and telling them I would 
like them to be a part of our 
team,” head football coach 
Clete Frazell said.

NUMBERS 
GAME

After a steep 
decline be-
tween 2014 
and 2017, 
sports 
participation 
has been on 
the rise at 
Chanute 
High School 
the past two 
seasons. 

5. KUSTANBORTER CRUISING
Following a slow start to the sea-

son, junior Jerlyn Kustanborter (pic-

tured) has found her stroke. With top 

two fi nishes in each of her last two 

tournaments, Kustanborter has posi-

tioned herself as a contender for the 

SEK crown. Joining Kustanborter on 

the medal stand has been fellow junior 

Timmen Goracke.THE COMET FILE PHOTO
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4. GOALS GALORE
Senior Jacob Adams (pictured) and his Blue Com-
et teammates were 5-1-1 on the season ahead of 
yesterday’s clash against Riverton (no results available 
at press time). Adams has scored a team-high 10 
goals on the year, including two hat tricks. Seniors Jay 
Brown and Vittorio Kwek are second on the team with 
six goals apiece.
Photo by SOPHIE OSBORN

6. SEARCHING FOR CONSISTENCY

A strong showing at the Erie Invitational that included a runner-up fi nish and an upset vic-

tory over state-ranked Frontenac appeared to have senior Makayla Schoenhofer (pictured) 

and the Blue Comet volleyball team trending in the right direction, but losses to Labette 

County and Pittsburg on Tuesday has the Comets searching for answers. 

Photo by DELILA BLOEMER

Proud Supporters of the Blue Comets



There is no doubt that dogs 
hold a particular place in all of our 
hearts, but according to ASPCA.
org, 3.3 million dogs enter into a 
shelter in one year. 

Of these 3.3 million around 
670,000 dogs are euthanized in 
high-kill shelters.

Across the country, 43 percent 
of dogs are bought from breeders 
while only 23 percent are adopted 
from shelters. 

The saying goes that dogs are 
man’s best friend, but what is be-
ing done about all of those dogs 
left behind?

 In 2007, the family of senior 
Kenzi Boyd took the initiative and 
licensed themselves to run Ann’s 
Angels: Canine Rescue. 

When this happened, Boyd’s life 
was changed forever. 

Boyd has grown up around an 
abundance of dogs. The fami-
ly’s license is inclusive of a large 
amount of the animals. 

“We’re licensed under a group 
home/ foster home setting where 
19 dogs are allowed. We usually 
have between 15 to 19 normally,” 
she said. “On a good day, we have 
about 12.” 

However, Boyd’s love for the an-
imals does not stop with fostering 
a plethora of dogs. Her family also 
has six personal dogs. 

“We kept [them] because they 

won’t do great in another home. 
They’ve adapted to us and we 
were lucky they adapted to us,” 
Boyd said. 

Having an abundance of these 
cute critters is not always the eas-
iest though, according to Boyd. 

“The most challenging is when 
we have to put a dog down be-
cause they’re old, sick, or mean,” 
Boyd said. “Just having to make 

the decision is diffi cult.”
Boyd struggles with feeling as 

if she could have done more for 
the dog when it comes time to 
put them down. 

“I had a puppy get sick once 
and there was nothing we could 
do about it. I nursed him… and 
tried to get him back to health 
and he didn’t make it,” she said 
tenderly about her lost puppy. “I 
went and laid in my bed with my 
mom and just started crying and 
saying, ‘It’s all my fault.’”

Boyd knows that some dogs 
are untreatable and the most im-
portant action she could take was 

trying her best. However, with the 
challenges and occassional heart-
ache comes the rewards. 

Boyd feels as if making pro-
gress with the dogs is the most 
rewarding aspect of running the 
rescue. 

“The lives you save and the 
change you get to see in these 
horrifi ed dogs is [rewarding],” 
Boyd said. “Just getting to see 
the change in the dogs grow and 
blossom into their personality.” 

On August 24 Boyd and her 
family held an event at Tractor 
Supply in Chanute to promote the 
adoption of the dogs. The family 
utilizes an application in order to 
choose the best possible own-
er. All the dogs are spayed and 
neutered, which is an important 
issue to address when it comes 
to overpopulation of dogs. 

 “A lot of the overpopulation 
in shelters is due to negligence 
of spaying and neutering your 
animals,” Boyd said. 

Overall, Boyd’s compassion 
for man’s best friend is abundant 
and an important part of her life. 
Whether she is aiding in adoption 
of left behind dogs or even fi ght-
ing to keep a dog alive that may 
be sick, she loves it all. 

“If I had the chance of doing 
it all over again, I would,” she 
said. “It’s really fun and it is really 
rewarding to see how many lives 
you’re actually saving.”

STUDENT LIFE
THE COMET

Senior runs dog rescue with family 

PAWS 

BREUANADUVAL
student life editor
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“It is really reward-
ing to see how many 
lives you’re actually 
saving. ” 

Kenzi Boyd
  Senior

GUESS WHO: HOMECOMING COURT EDITION 

COURTESY PHOTOS
Senior Kenzi Boyd expresses her love and her passion for 
her dogs. Even from a young age, Boyd has felt a special 
attachment to animals. Her and her family started a dog 
rescue 12 years ago.

Senior runs dog rescue with family 
F R A CAUSE

Emma JacobsJohn StanleyNolan WernerTy Bowman Gabby Rutledge Caysia Crellin Lilly Falk Alyssa RamseyVittorio Kwek Zane Clark 

CHOOSE WISELY :

YOUR MISSION:

XOXO, The Comet

We need your help here at The Comet. 
We have to identify the baby pictures 
for homecoming candidates! All baby 
pictures been matched with the ex-
ception of these Description of the 
candidates are attached the baby pic-
ture. Do you think you can candidates 
with their correct baby photo?

HAS NEVE
R TRIED 

A FAST 

FOOD BUR
GER. 

FAVORITE
 FOOD IS

 SUSHI. 

UNDER 5 FOOT (4’11’’). 
HAS NEVER TRIED KETCHUP. 

AN AVID TIK TOK-ER. 
RIGHT FOOT IS 1.5 SIZES 
BIGGER THAN THE LEFT. 

HAS BE
EN TO 

MEXICO
 FOUR 

TIMES.
 

HOSA V
ICE PR

ESIDEN
T. FBLA AND STUGO MEMBER. 

HAS AN AFFINITY FOR USING THE INTERCOM. 

LOVES 
FOODS 

WITH 

POTATO
ES. US

ED TO 
LIVE 

IN MIC
HIGAN.

 

A: ALYSSA RAMSEY 

A: GABBY RUTLEDGE

A: TY BOWMAN 

A: NOLAN WERNER

A: LILLY FALK

A: ZANE CLARK 

DESIGN BY BREUANA DUVAL 



It is 12:32 p.m. on a Thursday 
afternoon. You are enjoying a 
relaxing lunch with friends when 
you realize that you need to go 
to the restroom. As you open the 
door, you hear a peculiar noise 
from within. 

Teenage girls. 
Five of them. 
All crowded around a single 

cellular device. 
“What are they doing?” you 

ask yourself. 
Your question is answered 

when you hear the song “Ob-
sessed” by Mariah Carey echo 
through the bathroom. You 
see the girls lip sync the words 
“why you so obsessed with 
me” as you round the corner. 
You automatically retreat into 
a state of awkwardness when 
you realize what they’re doing. 

The Tik Tok-ers have spotted 
you. 

This awkward situation has 
become increasingly more prev-
alent in teenage America today, 
but the question is what is Tik Tok 
and why are teenagers becoming 
enthralled in such a seemingly 
basic app? 

To answer this question, I 
turned to the self-proclaimed “Tik 
Tok famous” students at Chanute 
High School. After further research 
I discovered that there were two 
(for lack of a better term) breeds 
of Tik Tok-ers.

 The fi rst and more prevalent 
of the two, is the “Tik Tok dance” 
breed. This community of mainly 

female Tik Tok-ers make up sim-
ple and trendy dance moves to a 
small selection of Tik Tok songs. 

The second breed is the “Tik 
Tok comedians,” making videos 
just to get a laugh out of their 
audience.

 To get the most accurate 
results, members from each of 
the two groups were surveyed, but 
they both had one thing in com-

mon: short answers. 
Seniors Brady McDonald and 

Ty Bowman each had a simple 
reason for their Tik Tok start.

“It seemed fun.”
McDonald, who has more than 

one thousand views on one of 
his videos, says that he believes 
the sole reason people watch his 
Tik Toks is because they are both 
“dumb and funny.” 

Actually, Tik Tok seems like a 
non-time-consuming way of gain-
ing internet fame, as McDonald 
only spent 10 minutes creating the 
video that granted him more than 

a thousand views. 
This could be yet another rea-

son high schoolers are obsessed 
with the app: the easy accessibility 
to internet fame. 

A member of the Tik Tok dance 
community, Aubrie Bancroft, gave 
insight as to how she uses her 
account.

“I scroll through the ‘For You’ 
page and pick a sound, make up 

a dance, and post it,” Bancroft 
said.

Bancroft noted that Tik Tok 
is not only popular among high 
schoolers, but also adults and 
younger kids.

“I know elders that have ac-
counts and young kids,” Caitlin 
Sallee, a Tik Tok user but not 
creator, said. 

Sallee uses Tik Tok to “watch 
and entertain myself when I 
have nothing to do.” 

“Tik Tok has inspired me to 
listen to new music and learn 
new dances,” Sallee said.

So why is Tik Tok so popular 
among high schoolers?

“I think it’s so popular because 
everyone does it, so everyone else 
tags along,” Sallee said. 

In the end, high schoolers can 
be considered the most easily in-
fluenced audience. Tik Tok makes 
obvious that as soon as one 
teenager joins, a hoard of others 
are bound to join as well. 

In reality, Tik Tok is a harmless 
app that allows teens to express 
themselves through comedy and 
dance, maybe even collecting 
some internet fame along the 
way. 

TRENDS
THE COMET

Tik Tok’s appeal to high schoolers is its simplicity

VSCO GIRL
TAKEOVER
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RILEYGORACKE
news editor

--“AND I OOP” --“SKSKSKSK”--“AND I OOP” --“SKSKSKSK”--“AND I OOP”--“SKSKSKSK”--

JILLIANVOGEL
reporter

Trends throughout the years have come and gone, but 
one of the most impactful, and iconic trends from this 
year so far has been the “VSCO girl”. 

“What is a VSCO girl? “ you may ask.
The term “VSCO” comes from the editing app itself, as 

this group often uses the app to edit their photographs with 
different fi lters and editing techniques. 

Starting on the trending app Tik Tok, some staple 
accessories include shell necklaces, Hydroflasks, scrunchies, 
friendship bracelets, metal straws, and Carmex; the attire being 
oversized shirts, Crocs, Birkenstocks, or white slip-on Vans. 

Not only is VSCO a style, but phrases associated with this 
group of VSCO enthusiasts is also prominent, such as “And I 
oop” and “Sksksksk.” 

This casual, low-key style has attracted many teens, both 
girls and boys.

Around the halls of Chanute High School, you can see the 
influence of this style on many students. From the fi rst day of 
school, you could see the white Vans in the flocks of people 
roaming the halls, and friendship bracelets piled on the wrists 
of many girls. While Crocs have been an item in trend for a 
long run, Birkenstocks have remained triumphant for the most 
relevant. 

Not only has the clothing been seen, but many students are 
aware of the stigma that VSCO girls say “Sksksk”, which can be 
heard in classrooms and hallways alike.

Will this lifestyle go away soon? With the popularity, and the 
comfortable style that comes along with it, the “VSCO” wave 
may recede, but this wave of unique styles, and refreshing 
looks will leave its imprint in the fashion industry.
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COMMENTARY

Binge-worthy

There are thousands of shows available to stream. 
Here are fi ve of our favorites that are worth your time 
along with teenager attention span-sized review 
from Trends Editor Haley Angleton.

The Offi ce
A timeless mockumentary following the 
day-to-day antics of the employees of a 
middling Scranton Pennsylvania paper 
company. 

The End of The F***ing World
17-year-old James believes he is a 
psychopath. This show follows the journey 
as James plans to kill his classmate Alyssa.

Derry Girls
The everyday life and high jinks of an Irish 
teenage girl and her friends during political 
troubles in the early 1990’s.

American Vandal
A true-crime satire investigating a high 
school prank that left 27 cars vandalized.

Mindhunters
The story of the men who created the 
Behavioral Science Unit and interview 
serial killers to understand the signs.

Haley’s three words or less review:

Haley’s three words or less review:

Haley’s three words or less review:

Haley’s three words or less review:

Haley’s three words or less review:

“Best show ever.”

“Really freaking 
disturbing.”

“Thick, confusing 
accents.”

“Watch without 
parents.”

“Twisted but 
intriguing.”

Illustration by Riley Goracke
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Mental     Health
Many students at Chanute High School struggle with the well-being of their minds. With the demanding schedules of 

school, friends, family and extracurricular activities, students face the harsh realities of being sleep deprived, mentally

unstable teens. Read the Q&A with school counselor Jessie Fewins below to learn more about how stress affects students 

at CHS, and what they can do to relieve the tension.
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Q: What do you believe is the greatest stress inducer in the school? 
Clubs, sports, higher level classes, or does stress usually come from 
outside factors, like family life?
A: I believe the largest stress inducer has to do with students’ personal lives...
However, more often than not, the biggest stressor has to do with peer interac-
tions. In adolescents, the opinion, acceptance and acknowledgement of peers is 
often times more important to a student than anything else and therefore takes 
up the majority of the students’ emotional capacity needed for coping with other 
stressors.

Q: How often does a student come in to talk to you about their men-
tal health? Is the number what you expected, higher, or lower?
A: Honestly, we see students every day who are dealing with stress, anxiety, 
depression, etc… [I]t seems the number of kids reaching out for help has risen 
dramatically. I am actually glad about that because I think more kids are under-
standing [that] it’s socially acceptable to reach out for help.  However, given how 
many students—statistically speaking—are dealing with mental health issues, I 
am concerned that not nearly enough of them are reaching out for help. 

Q: What are some stress relievers students can do to help them?
A: I think reaching out for help is the number one most important way to relieve 
stress... I also think that time management is an important factor in dealing 
with stress… [W]e create our own stress or make the stress we have worse by 
not managing our time well. Also, getting out in the sunshine and getting some 
exercise are so good for the soul, mind, and body, as they both help your body to 
produce its own stress-combatants.

Q: What would you say to a student who is sacrifi cing sleep to work 
on school projects to earn better grades?
A: I would encourage them to try their best not to do this.  A lack of sleep is the 

Q: What is one thing the staff can improve on to raise awareness to 
CHS mental health?
A: I think our staff is extremely supportive of our students and does their best to 
consider the whole picture… [and] to de-stigmatize mental health issues.  I think 
teachers do this by creating a safe classroom environment that stresses the 
importance of the classroom content while acknowledging the myriad of issues 
(including mental health) that the average student may be dealing with on a dai-
ly basis and provides a deep compassion and empathy towards our students. 

precursor to so many physical and mental health issues.  I would encourage 
them to take a look at their schedule and try to determine if there is something 
else other than sleep that can go.

school, friends, family and extracurricular activities, students face the harsh realities of being sleep deprived, mentallyschool, friends, family and extracurricular activities, students face the harsh realities of being sleep deprived, mentally

unstable teens. Read the Q&A with school counselor Jessie Fewins below to learn more about how stress affects students unstable teens. Read the Q&A with school counselor Jessie Fewins below to learn more about how stress affects students 

at CHS, and what they can do to relieve the tension.

I have a lot of personal issues and with two college classes that’s a lot. But I’m trying to figure out time management and that is stressful.

School just in general [is the 
most stressful thing in my life 

right now]. Everything about 
it is just stressful to me.

School is stressful. It’s the 

beginning of the quarter 

and if you don’t have one 

thing, you kind of drop 

everything,.
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