
Juan L. Hidalgo Memorial Scholarship 
June 16, 1915-January 1, 2007 

Juan Lerma Hidalgo was born in Leon, Guanajunta, Mexico and moved to Chanute, Kansas at 

the age of seven.  He worked in the beet fields, in the railroad yards in Chanute, and in the salt 

mines to help with expenses as he grew up.  As a teenager, he became involved in the annual 

Mexican Fiesta in Chanute by going to Kansas City to hire live authentic music by a Mariachi 

Band dressed in full regalia.  This was the first time the local Anglo population had ever seen or 

heard this type of entertainment.  He spoke fluently in English, so the Fiesta Board sent him out 

for donations, and he often typed information about the Fiesta for publication in the Chanute 

Tribune.  He would also receive permission from the city of Chanute to use the park benches for 

the spectators and assist in transporting them across town. 

Juan graduated from Chanute High School in 1934, played semi-pro softball,  earned his 

Bachelor’s degree in science from Rockhurst University, received his teaching degree from the 

University of Texas, joined the Army as the first Mexican alien to be commissioned as an officer 

through OCS, was the first lay director of the Catholic Youth Organization, developed youth 

sports programs, trained more than 400 volunteers, earned his Master’s degree in social work 

from Our Lady of the Lake College in San Antonio, retired from the Army Reserve as a Major, 

and continued working as a social worker and counselor until his retirement in 1982 in 

California.  He married his high school sweetheart, Martina Ortega, of Fredonia, Kansas on 

September 12, 1942, had a son,Juan D. Hidalgo, and a daughter, Mary Louise.  He enjoyed 

following the New York Yankees and Notre Dame football; with idols like Joe Dimaggio, Mickey 

Mantle and Knute Rockne.  His contributions to our community and society will continue to 

benefit generations of families for years beyond his death. 

 
 

Eligibility:  The applicant must – 
 Be a graduating senior of Mexican descent from Chanute High School and plan to 

continue his/her education at a vocational technical school, a two-year or four-year 
college or university as a full-time student.    

 Be active in their church, community, activities and programs inside and outside of 
school. 

 Be ambitious and display leadership qualities. 
 Minimum GPA of 2.50 
 

Scholarship Amount: $500.00, distributed to the student after proof of enrollment in a post-
secondary school. 
 
Application Deadline:  All scholarship applications must be submitted by March 2 to the 
Chanute High School Counseling Office. 
 
Notification:  Announcement of the scholarship recipient will be announced during the annual 
Chanute High School Awards Ceremony. 
 
Requirements:  Completed application, two letters of recommendation (each recommendation 
must be in a sealed envelope with the signature of the person making the recommendation written 
across the seal), and a high school transcript (requested from the Counseling Office when you 
submit your application and letters of recommendation).  The recipient must agree to send a 
follow-up letter to Juan Hidalgo’s family in late Fall with an update of his/her college experience, 

progress, and accomplishments. 
 



 
 

John D. Hidalgo Memorial Scholarship Application Criteria 
Deadline is March 1, 2021 and should be turned in to the CHS Counseling Office 

 
Please type the application according to the format listed, including the following 
information: 
 
 
Name 
 
Home (Permanent) Address 
 
Telephone  
 
Parent/Guardian Name  
 
College/Vo-Tech you plan on attending 
 
Major area of study  
 
High School Activities 
 
Community Activities/Volunteering  
 
Employment - grades 9-12, dates and hours per week 
 
Give a brief explanation of your life, accomplishments, goals, needs and future plans 
   
 
*Be sure to include your two letters of recommendation with this application and request 
a transcript from the Counseling Office when you submit your materials. 
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