
DR:Cultural Awareness 

  “The Absolutely True”   Diary of a Part-Time Indian”   

     Sherman Alexie   F ALE                                                                                                                   

Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation 

to attend an all-white farm town school where the only other Native American is the 

school mascot 

”The Bluest Eye”               Toni Morrison                    F MOR 

An eleven-year-old African-American girl in Ohio, in the early 1940s, prays for her eyes 

to turn blue so that she will be beautiful 

“Bound”                            Donna Jo Napoli                 F NAP 

In a novel based on Chinese Cinderella tales, fourteen-year-old stepchild Xing-Xing 

endures a life of neglect and servitude, as her stepmother cruelly mutilates her own 

child's feet so that she alone might marry well 

“Bury my Heart at Wounded Knee: an Indian history of the American West” 

Dee Brown                   978 BRO 

Documented account of the systematic plunder of the American Indians during the 

second half of the nineteenth century 

   “Chanda's Secrets”           Allan Stratton                F STR 

 Chandra Kabelo, a sixteen-year-old in a small South African town, faces down shame 

and stigma in her efforts to help friends and family members who are dying of AIDS 

“Child of Dandelions”   Shenaaz Nanji   FIC NAN                          In 

Uganda in 1972, fifteen-year-old Sabine and her family, wealthy citizens of Indian 

descent, try to preserve their normal life during the ninety days allowed by President Idi 

Amin for all foreign Indians to leave the country, while soldiers and others terrorize 

them and people disappear.      

 “ Chinese Cinderella : the True Story of an Unwanted Daughter” 

      Adeline Yen Mah.   B MA                                      

The author tells the story of her painful childhood in China where she lived until the age 



of fourteen with her father, stepmother, and siblings, all of whom considered her bad 

luck because her mother died shortly after giving birth to her. 

 

 “ The Chosen”   Chaim Potok    F POT 

Recounts the story of Reuven Malter and Danny Saunders--one an orthodox Jew, the 

other the son of a Hasidic rabbi--and the course of their friendship as they grow up in 

Brooklyn 

“Cry, the Beloved Country”  Alan Paton    F PAT 

Zulu pastor Stephen Kumalo travels to Johannesburg on an errand for a friend and to 

visit his son, Absalom, only to learn Absalom has been accused of murdering white city 

engineer and social activist Arthur Jarvis and stands very little chance of receiving 

mercy. 

“First They Killed My Father”   Loung Ung   959.604 UNG 

Loung Ung, one of seven children of a high-ranking government official in Phnom Penh, 

tells of her experiences after her family was forced to flee from Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge 

army, discussing her training as a child soldier in a work camp for orphans, and telling of 

how her surviving siblings were eventually reunited. 

“Eagle Blue : a Team, a Tribe, and a High School Basketball Season in Arctic Alaska” 

      Michael D'Orso  796.323 DOR 

Follows the Fort Yukon Eagles high school basketball team from its 2004 preseason to 

the 2005 Alaskan state championship, exploring the lives of its players and coach and 

examining the six-hundred-person village's Gwich'in Athabascan heritage. 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”   James Baldwin   F BAL 

Describes a day in the life of several members of a Harlem fundamentalist church. The 

saga of three generations of people is related through flashbacks 

“The Good Earth”    Pearl S. Buck    F BUC 

The story of a Chinese peasant and his passionate, dogged accumulation of land during 

famine, drought, and revolution. 



“The House on Mango Street”  Sandra Cisneros  FIC CIS                          

A young girl living in a Hispanic neighborhood in Chicago ponders the advantages and 

disadvantages of her environment and evaluates her relationships with family and 

friends 

 

The Joy luck Club    Amy Tan   F Tan 

In 1949 four Chinese women began meeting in San Francisco to play mah jong. They 

called their gathering the Joy Luck Club. Forty years later they look back and remember. 

“The Kite Runner”   Khaled Hosseini   F HOS 

Amir, haunted by his betrayal of Hassan, the son of his father's servant and a childhood 

friend, returns to Kabul as an adult after he learns Hassan has been killed, in an attempt 

to redeem himself by rescuing Hassan's son from a life of slavery to a Taliban official. 

“The Last of the Mohicans”  James Fenimore Cooper  FIC COO 

During the French and Indian War, a Mohican brave struggles to save two white girls 

from an evil Huron. 

“Like Water for Chocolate”  Laura Esquivel    F ESQ 

A romantic and poignant tale of love and family life in turn-of-the-century Mexico. 

Includes recipes for dishes prepared in the novel, such as quail in rose petal sauce and 

chiles in walnut sauce. 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier” Ishmael Beah  B BEA 

Ishmael Beah describes his experiences after he was driven from his home by war in 

Sierra Leone and picked up by the government army at the age of thirteen, serving as a 

soldier for three years before being removed from fighting by UNICEF and eventually 

moving to the United States 

“My Name is Asher Lev”   Chaim Potok   FIC POT 

Asher Lev, born into a devout Jewish family and community, struggles to reconcile his 

burning need to create art with the restrictions and expectations placed on him by his 

faith and his people. 

 



Obasan     Joy Kogawa   F KOG 

Naomi Nakane, a child of Japanese immigrant parents, is interned by the Canadians at 

the beginning of World War II when she is five years old. 

“One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich” Aleksandr Solzhenitsy  F Sol 

The story of a man-made hell--the Soviet work camps--and of one man's struggle to 

survive in the face of the most determined efforts to destroy him. 

“The Pact : Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream” 

Samson Davis    920 DAV 

Samson Davis discusses how he and two friends stuck together and supported one 

another as they overcame the many challenges they faced while growing up in New 

Jersey  

‘Parvana's Journey”    Deborah Ellis   FIC ELL 

With Kabul in ruins from the Taliban's control, Parvana dresses as a boy and sets out to 

leave Afghanistan in search of her family. 

“A Passage to India”    E.M. Forster    FOR 

A classic account of the clash of cultures in British India after the turn of the century 

revealing the menace lurking just under the surface of ordinary misunderstanding.  

“The Poisonwood Bible”   Barbara Kingsolver  F KIN 

Nathan Price and his family move to the Belgian Congo in 1959, and the experiences 

they have while living in Africa affect each member of the family in a different way 

‘Postcards from No Man's Land”   Aidan Chambers  F CHA 

Alternates between two stories--comtemporarily, seventeen-year-old Jacob visits a 

daunting Amsterdam at the request of his English grandmother--and historically, 

nineteen-year-old Geertrui relates her experience of British soldiers' attempts to 

liberate Holland from its German occupation. 

Red Scarf Girl: a Memoir of the Cultural Revolution” Ji-li Jiang  B JIA 

The author tells about the happy life she led in China up until she was twelve-years-old 

when her family became a target of the Cultural Revolution, and discusses the choice 



she had to make between denouncing her father and breaking with her family, or 

refusing to speak against him and losing her future in the Communist Party 

 

 

“Revolution is not a Dinner Party”  Ying Chang Compestine FIC COM 

Starting in 1972 when she is nine years old, Ling, the daughter of two doctors, struggles 

to make sense of the communists' Cultural Revolution, which empties stores of food, 

homes of appliances deemed "bourgeois," and people of laughter. 

“Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind”  Suzanne Fisher Staples FIC STA 

When eleven-year old Shabanu, the daughter of a nomad in the Cholistan Desert of 

present-day Pakistan, is pledged in marriage to an older man whose money will bring 

prestige to the family, she must either accept the decision, as is the custom, or risk the 

consequences of defying her father's wishes. 

“Siddhartha”    Hermann Hesse   F HES 

A moral allegory, set in ancient India, about one soul's quest for the ultimate answer to 

the enigma of man's role in this world. The hero, Siddhartha, undergoes a series of 

experiences to emerge in a state of peace and wisdom 

“Sold”     Patricia McCormick   F MCC 

A novel in vignettes, in which Lakshmi, a thirteen-year-old girl from Nepal, is sold into 

prostitution in India. 

“The Stranger”   Albert Camus    F CAM 

Caught in the grip of forces he does not understand, a quiet, ordinary clerk in Algiers 

commits a murder   

“A Thousand Splendid Suns”  Khaled Hosseini   F Hos 

A novel set against the three decades of Afghanistan's history shaped by Soviet 

occupation, civil war, and the Taliban, which tells the stories of two women, Mariam 

and Laila, who grow close despite their nineteen-year age difference and initial rivalry as 

they suffer at the hand of a common enemy: their abusive husband. 

 



“Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Mission to Promote Peace--One School at a Time” 

 Greg Mortenson  371.822 MOR  

                

Greg Mortenson recounts the experiences he had while trying to help impoverished 

villages in Pakistan's Karakoram Himalaya build schools for their children 

“West of Kabul, East of New York : an Afghan American Story” 

       Tamim Ansary   B ANS 

Ansary, son of an Afghan father and American mother, describes his life in Afghanistan 

where he was born in 1948, and in America where he has lived since the age of sixteen, 

and discusses the impact of an E-mail he sent to friends on Sept. 12, 2001 to express his 

feelings about the Taliban, which gained worldwide attention. 

 

 


