
DR: Outstanding books for the College Bound                                              

“Atlas Shrugged “       Ayn Rand.        F RAN 

                A satire on the follies and dangers of collectivism in which the United States is faced with the                    

prospect of economic collapse when the country's leading innovators and industrialists go into 

hiding. 

“The absolutely true diary of a part-time Indian “         Sherman Alexie      F ALE 

             Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend 

an all-white farm town school where the only other Native American is the school mascot. 

“ The Pox party:                                                                                                                                                              

Taken from accounts by his own hand and other sundry sources ; collected by Mr. M.T. 

Anderson of Boston.” 

  (Series: Astonishing life of Octavian Nothing, traitor to the Nation ; v. 1)     F AND 

              Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young 

African American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science experiment 

in the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War. 

“The Bean Trees : a novel”        Barbara Kingsolver.          F KIN                                                                            

Taylor, a poor Kentuckian, makes her way west with an abandoned baby girl and stops in 

Tucson. There she finds friends and discovers resources in apparently empty places 

“The Book Thief”                           Markus Zusak.                                    F ZUS   

                 Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young 

German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish 

man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors. 

“ A Brief History of Time “                  Stephen Hawking.                       523.1 HAW 

               Provides an introduction to today's scientific ideas about the cosmos and reviews past theories. 

Also covers black holes, quarks, antimatter, and other mysteries of physics.    

 “The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time “                 Mark Haddon.                                           

              Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, 

autistic fifteen-year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and uncovers 

secret information about his mother. 



“Dandelion Wine”                           Ray Bradbury.                        F BRA                                                                              

In a small town in 1928, a twelve-year-old boy savors the magic of childhood and the wonders of 

summer. 

“Eagle blue : A Team, a Tribe, and a High school Basketball Season in Arctic Alaska” 

                                                         Michael D'Orso.                   796.323 DOR  

               Follows the Fort Yukon Eagles high school basketball team from its 2004 preseason to the 2005 

Alaskan state championship, exploring the lives of its players and coach and examining the six-

hundred-person village's  Gwich'in  Athabascan heritage. 

 

 “Elephant Run”                         Roland Smith.                         F SMI 

               Nick's father and others are taken prisoner when his plantation in Burma is invaded by the 

Japanese in 1941, leaving Nick and his friend Mya to risk their lives in order to free them from 

the POW camp. 

 

“A Farewell to Arms”                    Ernest Hemingway.            F HEM 

               An American ambulance driver serving on the Austro-Italian front in World War I becomes                                                           

entangled with an English nurse and deserts to join her after the retreat of Caparetto. 

“Feed”                                    M.T. Anderson.                                  F AND 

               In a future where most people have computer implants in their heads to control their 

environment, a boy meets an unusual girl who is in serious trouble. 

“First they killed my father : a daughter of Cambodia remembers”            Loung Ung.        959.604 UNG 

              Loung Ung, one of seven children of a high-ranking government official in Phnom Penh, tells of 

her experiences after her family was forced to flee from Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army, discussing 

her training as a child soldier in a work camp for orphans, and telling of how her surviving 

siblings were eventually reunited. 

“A Lesson Before Dying “                 Ernest J. Gaines.                           F GAI 

               The story of two young African American men, one condemned to death for a murder and the 

other a teacher, who form a bond in a small Cajun Louisiana community in the late 1940s. 

“Light in August”                           William Faulkner                            F FAU 

                 In a novel about Joe Christmas, a central character who appears to be white, but is really black, 

Faulkner portrays the racist society of his home state Mississippi 



“A Long Way Gone : Memoirs of a Boy Soldier”       Ishmael Beah.                B BEA 

                Ishmael Beah describes his experiences after he was driven from his home by war in Sierra 

Leone and picked up by the government army at the age of thirteen, serving as a soldier for 

three years before being removed from fighting by UNICEF and eventually moving to the 

United States                                                                                                                                                                          

“Looking for Alaska : a novel”                                       John Green                  F GRE 

                 Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek Preparatory School in Alabama includes good 

friends and great pranks, but is defined by the search for answers about life and death after a 

fatal car crash.  

“The Lovely Bones : a novel “                                       Alice Sebold           F Seb        

                 Fourteen-year-old Susie Salmon, the victim of a sexual assault and murder, looks on from the 

afterlife as her family deals with their grief, and waits for her killer to be brought to some type 

of justice. 

 

“Reviving Ophelia : Saving the Selves of Adolescent Girls”              Mary Pipher.  305.23 PIP 

                Looks at the problems and pressures facing adolescent girls, and suggests how to help them 

develop into self-assured young adults.  

“Never Cry Wolf”                                                      Farley Mowat.                                 599.773 MOW 

                   A report of the author's observations in the Keewatin Lands northwest of the Hudson Bay, on 

the caribou and wolf populations living there. 

“Never Let Me Go”                                         Kauzo Ishiguro.                                F ISH 

                Thirty-one-year-old Kathy, along with old friends from Hailsham, a private school in England, 

are forced to face the truth about their childhood when they all come together again. 

“Nineteen Minutes : a novel”                            Jodi Picoult.                                             F PIC 

                 The people of Sterling, New Hampshire, are forever changed after a shooting at the high school 

leaves ten people dead, and the judge presiding over the trial tries to remain unbiased, even 

though her daughter witnessed the events and was friends with the assailant. 

 

“World Without End”                                         Ken Follett.                                 F FOL 

                In Kingsbridge during the year 1327, four children witness two men being killed in the forest; 

and years later, even though they have grown apart, they are connected by what they saw. 



“Rosencrantz & Guildenstern are Dead”                 Tom Stoppard                             822 STO 

                     Presents the play of Hamlet as seen through the eyes of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. 

“The Secret Life of Bees “                                               Sue Monk Kidd.                  F KID        

 Fourteen-year-old Lily and her companion, Rosaleen, an African-American woman who has     

cared from Lily since her mother's death ten years earlier, flee their home after Rosaleen is 

victimized by racist police officers, and find a safe haven in Tiburon, South Carolina, at the 

home of three beekeeping sisters, May, June,                                                                                                                    

“Someday this Pain Will Be Useful to You “        Peter Cameron.           F CAM 

                  Eighteen-year-old James Sveck copes with the uncertainties of adolescence as he works in his 

mother's Manhattan art gallery, falls for a charming older gentleman, and tries to decide 

what he wants out of life. 

“The Sun Also Rises”                                             Ernest Hemingway.                         F HEM 

                  Focuses on a "lost generation" of Americans who fought in France during World War I and 

who expatriated themselves from America after the war. 

‘The House of the Seven Gables”                      Nathaniel Hawthorne                       FIC HAW 

                  Follows the Pyncheon  family who lived for years in a house under a man's curse until his 

death restores the peace of their house. 

“The Things They  Carried: A Work of fiction”  Tim O'Brien.  F OBR 

 Related stories, linked by recurring characters and an interwoven plot, recreate an American 

foot soldier's experience in the Vietnam War. 

 

“Three cups of tea : one man's mission to promote peace--one school at a time” 

Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin.  371.822  

Greg Mortenson recounts the experiences he had while trying to help impoverished villages 

in Pakistan's Karakoram Himalaya build schools for their children. 

“The Five People You Meet in Heaven”  Mitch Albom.    F ALB 

  

                  A bitter eighty-three-year-old war veteran who believes his life is meaningless dies while 

trying to save a little girl's life and finds himself in heaven, where five people from his past--



some loved ones, some strangers--explain what his years on Earth really meant, and whether 

or not he succeeded in saving the child. 

“Tuesdays with Morrie : an Old Man, a Young Man, and Life's Greatest Lesson” 

      Mitch Albom.   378.1 ALB 

 The author, an alumnus of Brandeis University, tells of his meetings with a former professor 

suffering from Lou Gehrig's disease and of the lessons he learned about life and death from 

his college mentor. 

“Water for Elephants : a novel “   Sara Gruen.  F GRU 

 Ninety-year-old Jacob Jankowski finds himself haunted by memories of his past in the circus 

and the freaks, exotic animals, and other people he encountered as a performer. 

‘Wicked : the Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West” : a novel 

       Gregory Maguire FIC MAG 

 Elphaba, born with emerald green skin, comes of age in the land of Oz, rooming with 

debutante Glinda at the university, and following a path in life that earns her the label of 

Wicked. 

 


