
DR: Classic Literature 

“1984 : a novel”  George Orwell    FIC ORW 

 Depicts life in a totalitarian regime of the future. 

 

“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” Mark Twain  FIC Twa 

Huck tells of his adventures travelling down the Mississippi on a raft with an escaped 

slave, and of the many people they encounter, including a pair of swindlers and two 

families in a feud. 

“The Adventures of Tom Sawyer”  Mark Twain   F Twa 

The adventures of a boy growing up in a nineteenth-century Mississippi River town, as 

he plays hooky on an island, witnesses a crime, hunts for pirates' treasure, and becomes 

lost in a cave. 

“All quiet on the Western Front”  Erich Maria Remarque FIC REM 

Depicts the experiences of a group of young German soldiers fighting and suffering 

during the last days of World War I. 

“Animal Farm”     George Orwell.  F ORW 

A political satire in which animals take over running the farm but find their utopian state 

turning into a dictator 

“As I Lay Dying”         William Faulkner    F FAU 

Describes a family's struggle to get their mother properly buried, while they encounter 

catastrophes of flood and fire, as well as the chaos of their own feelings 

“The Awakening”           Kate Chopin.    F CHO 

Edna Pontellier, a Victorian-era wife and mother, is awakened to the full force of her 

desire for love and freedom when she becomes enamored with Robert LeBrun, a young 

man she meets while on vacation.  

“The Bell Jar”    Sylvia Plath    F PLA             

Chronicles the mental breakdown of Esther Greenwood--a brilliant, beautiful, talented 

and successful young woman. 



“Beloved : a novel”   Toni Morrison    F MOR 

 Sethe, an escaped slave who now lives in post-Civil War Ohio, has borne the unthinkable 

and works hard at "beating back the past." She struggles to keep Beloved, an intruder, 

from gaining possession of her present while throwing off the legacy of her past. 

“Brave New World”   Aldous Huxley    FIC HUX 

 A satirical novel about the utopia of the future, a world in which babies are decanted 

from bottles and the great Ford is worshipped 

“The Call of the Wild”   Jack London.    F Lon 

 The savage frontier rouses primeval instincts in a dog, who has been man's companion 

and helpmate all his life. He seeks freedom in order to answer the mystic call of the 

wild. 

“Candide, or, Optimism”   Voltaire    F VOL 

 Presents a translation of Voltaire's satiric masterpiece on eighteenth-century European 

society through the misadventures of the youthful Candide 

“Canterbury Tales”   Geoffrey Chaucer   821 COH 

 A prose retelling of four tales from Chaucer's "Canterbury Tales," in which travelers on a 

pilgrimage to Canterbury in the Middle Ages share their stories. 

“Catch-22”    Joseph Heller    F HEL 

 Set on a tiny Mediterranean island during World War II, this comic novel recounts the 

amazing adventures of the 256th bombing squadron and its lead bombardier, Captain 

Yossarian.  

“The Catcher in the Rye”  J.D. Salinger    F SAL 

 An adolescent boy, knowing he is about to be dropped by his school, spends three days 

and nights in New York City.  

“Ceremony”    Leslie Marmon Silko    F SIL 

 Follows Tayo, a young Native American, after his release from a veteran's hospital 

following World War II as he searches for meaning and sanity in his life 

 



‘Crime and Punishment”   Fyodor Dostoevsky  F DOS 

Raskolnikov, a former Russian student, murders an old pawnbroker and her sister. The 

guilt with which he struggles results in a tragedy of tension and terror. 

“The Crucible : A Play in Four Acts”  Arthur Miller   812 MIL 

Presents Arthur Miller's play in which a vengeful teenager in 1692 Salem accuses her 

former lover and his wife of witchcraft. Includes an introduction. 

“Death Comes for the Archbishop”  Willa Cather   FIC CAT 

The story of a French priest who goes to New Mexico and with the help of another 

priest, they win the Southwest for the Catholic Church. After forty years, he dies--the 

archbishop of Santa Fe. 

“A Death in the Family”        James Agee   F AGE 

The story of a family for the first few days after the accidental death of the 35-year-old 

husband and father 

“Doctor Zhivago”   Boris Pasternak   F PAS 

Presents the classic story of Dr. Zhivago and Lara who fall in love in the midst of the 

turmoil of the Russian Revolution. 

“Don Quixote De La Mancha”  Miguel de Cervantes   F  CER  

The epic tale of an eccentric country gentleman and his companion who set out as a 

knight and squire of old to right wrongs and punish evil in sixteenth-century Spain. 

“Emma”    Jane Austen    F AUS 

Emma, a self-assured young lady in Regency England, attempts to arrange her life and 

the lives of those around her into a pattern dictated by her romantic fancy 

 

“Fahrenheit 451”   Ray Bradbury    F Bra 

A book burner in a future fascist state finds out books are a vital part of a culture he 

never knew. He clandestinely pursues reading, until he is betrayed 

 



“A Farewell to Arms”   Ernest Hemingway   F HE                             

An American ambulance driver serving on the Austro-Italian front in World War I 

becomes entangled with an English nurse and deserts to join her after the retreat of 

Caparetto 

 

“Fathers and Sons”   Ivan Turgenev    F TUR 

A new translation of Turgenev's most important novel, portraying a new type of hero, a 

"nihilist," who would represent the values of the younger generation, revealing the full 

breadth of 19th century Russia. 

“Faust”    Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 830 VON 

The devil makes a bargain with the aged Faust. If Faust is granted one moment of 

complete contentment, he loses his soul. Faust regains his youth and travels to enjoy 

every form of earthly pleasure. 

“The Fellowship of the Ring : Being the first part of The Lord of the Rings” 

     J.R.R. Tolkien    F Tol 

The discovery of the One Ring ignites the great war between good and evil in Middle-

earth, as a courageous group of adventurers embarks on a perilous quest to destroy the 

dangerous artifact. 

 

“Frankenstein, or, The Modern Prometheus” Mary Shelley  FIC SHE 

Victor Frankenstein discovers the secret of creating life and fashions an eight-foot 

monster, only to bring danger and destruction to the lives of those he loves after the 

creature is rejected by society.  

“The Glass Menagerie: a play”    Tennessee Williams   F WIL 

Amanda, a faded southern belle, abandoned wife, and dominating mother, hopes to 

match her daughter Laura with an eligible "gentleman caller" while her son Tom 

supports the family. Laura, lame and painfully shy, evades her mother's schemes and 

reality by retreating to the make-believe world of her glass animal collection. Tom 

eventually leaves home to become a writer but is forever haunted by the memory of 

Laura. 



“Go Tell it on the mountain”  James Baldwin.  F BAL 

Describes a day in the life of several members of a Harlem fundamentalist church. The 

saga of three generations of people is related through flashbacks. 

“The Grapes of Wrath”   John Steinbeck.  F STE 

The story of the Joad family, "Okies" who travel from the Dust Bowl of the American 

Southwest to California in search of a better life. 

“Great Expectations”   Charles Dickens   FIC DIC  

A convict in an Essex churchyard, the half-crazed Miss Havisham, and the lovely but 

inaccessible Estella all play a part in the life of Pip, a young village boy with a mysterious 

legacy 

“The Great Gatsby”   F. Scott Fitzgerald   FIC FIT 

Jay Gatsby had once loved beautiful, spoiled Daisy Buchanan, then lost her to a rich boy. 

Now, mysteriously wealthy, he is ready to risk everything to woo her back. This is the 

definitive, textually accurate edition of a classic of twentieth-century literature, The 

Great Gatsby. The story of the fabulously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the 

beautiful Daisy Buchanan has been acclaimed by generations of readers. But the first 

edition contained a number of errors resulting from Fitzgerald's extensive revisions and 

a rushed production schedule. 

“Gulliver's Travels”   Jonathan Swift    FIC Swi 

The voyages of an eighteenth-century Englishman carry him to such strange places as 

Lilliput, where people are six inches tall, and Brobdingnag, a land peopled by giants. 

Illustrated notes throughout the text explain the historical background of the story. 

“Hamlet”    William Shakespeare   822.3 SHA 

Presents Shakespeare's tragedy in which a Danish prince seeks vengeance for his 

father's murder after being visited by his ghost; and includes details on the play's 

production, text, and sources; a further reading list; and a list of memorable line 

“Heart of Darkness”   Joseph Conrad    SC CON 

The classic novel about Marlowe, an adventurer and seaman, and his physical and 

psychological journey into Africa where he witnesses the brutality of the natives by 

white traders 



“The Hound of the Baskervilles” Sir Arthur Conan Doyle  SC DOY 

Warned that death awaits him if he claims his inheritance if a cursed ancestral 

manor, Sir Henry Baskerville calls on Sherlock Holmes for assistance. (Included in 

“The Complete Sherlock Holmes) 

 

“The House of Mirth”   Edith Wharton    FIC WHA 

Lily Bart, an orphaned child of a New York merchant, calmly prepares a campaign to 

marry for the power and luxury that money brings 

“The Iliad”    Homer     883 HOM 

Presents a classic translation of Homer's Iliad, the epic tale of the Trojan War and the 

struggle between Achilles and Hector that saves the Greeks and destroys the Trojans 

Includes an introduction and appendix 

“Inferno”    Dante Alighieri   851 DAN 

An annotated edition of Dante Alighieri's thirteenth-century poem about a man who is 

taken on a tour of Hell 

“Invisible Man”    Ralph Ellison    F ELL  

In the course of his wanderings from a Southern college to New York's Harlem, an 

African-American man becomes involved in a series of adventures. 

“Jane Eyre”     Charlotte Bronte   F BRO 

Jane, a plain and penniless orphan in nineteenth-century England, accepts employment 

as a governess at Thornfield Hall and soon finds herself in love with her melancholy 

employer, Mr. Edward Rochester, a man with a terrible secret. 

 

“The Last of the Mohicans”  James Fenimore Cooper   FIC COO 

During the French and Indian War, a Mohican brave struggles to save two white girls 

from an evil Huron. 

“Lord of the Flies”: a novel  William Golding    F Gol      

Stranded on an island while an atomic war destroys the rest of the world, a group of 

young boys revert to savagery as they struggle to survive 



“Macbeth”    William Shakespeare   822.33 SHA 

 Shakespeare’s tragedy of prophecy and royal murder in medieval Scotland (included in” 

Four Tragedies”) 

“Madame Bovary”   Gustave Flaubert   F FLA 

 The complete and unabridged story of Emma Bovary, the bored wife of a provincial 

doctor, whose desires and illusions are shattered when reality catches up with her. 

“The Metamorphosis”  Franz Kafka    F KAF 

 A young man wakes up one morning to find himself transformed into a giant beetle-like 

insect. He becomes an object of disgrace to his family and an alienated man 

“The Mill on the Floss”  George Eliot    F ELI 

 Young Maggie Tulliver's loyalty to her beloved older brother, Tom, and to the rest of her 

family is fatally torn when she falls in love with the son of her father's bitterest enemy 

“Les Misérables”  ` Victor Hugo    F HUG 

 Victor Hugo's classic novel about convict Jean-Valjean who struggles to escape his past 

in a world of poverty and ignorance during the French Revolution 

“Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”      

   Frederick Douglass    B DOU 

 Frederick Douglass' narrative takes readers into the fields, cabins, and manors of pre-

Civil War plantations in the South and reveals the daily terrors he suffered as a slave. 

“Native Son”   Richard Wright    FIC WRI 

 Trapped in the poverty-stricken ghetto of Chicago's South Side, a young African-

American man finds release only in acts of violence 

“Of Mice and Men”  John Steinbeck    F STE  

 Two close friends in the Salinas Valley of California dream of the time they will have 

enough money to buy their own farm 

“Oliver Twist”   Charles Dickens    FIC DIC 

 In nineteenth-century England, a young orphan boy lives in the squalid surroundings of a 

workhouse until he becomes involved with a gang of thieves 



“One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich”  A. Solzhenitsyn  F SOL 

 The story of a man-made hell--the Soviet work camps--and of one man's struggle to 

survive in the face of the most determined efforts to destroy him. 

  

“The Pearl”    John Steinbeck    F Ste 

 Terrible events follow the discovery of a magnificent pearl by a poor Mexican fisherman. 

“A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man”  James Joyce   F JOY 

 Traces the childhood, adolescence, and early adulthood of Stephen Dedalus, a character 

based on author James Joyce's life 

“A Prayer for Owen Meany” : a novel  John Irving.   F IRV 

 Tells the story of Owen Meany who believes he is God's instrument and his friendship 

with John Wheelwright; beginning at age eleven when Owen hits a foul ball that kills 

John's mother during a Little League game in 1953. 

“Pride and Prejudice”     Jane Austen   F AUS 

 In early nineteenth-century England, a spirited young woman copes with the courtship 

of a snobbish gentleman as well as the romantic entanglements of her four sisters. 

“Pygmalion”   George Bernard Shaw    822.3 SHA 

 A play about Eliza Doolittle, an untutored flower girl who is transformed into a 

"duchess" with the help of Henry Higgins 

“Rebecca”   Daphne du Maurier    F DUM 

For months after her death, the memory of Rebecca de Winter continues to dominate 

everyone at her former home, Manderley, one of the most famous English country 

houses.  

“The Red Badge of Courage”   Stephen Crane   F CRA 

Presents Stephen Crane's classic novel about Henry Flemming, a young Civil War Union 

soldier who experiences his first battle and then has to come to terms with his own 

fears and feelings of cowardice. 

 



“Robinson Crusoe”    Daniel Defoe   FIC Def   

During one of his several adventurous voyages in the seventeenth century, an 

Englishman becomes the sole survivor of a shipwreck and lives for nearly thirty years on 

a desert island 

. 

“The Scarlet Letter”    Nathaniel Hawthorne  F HAW 

Classic tale about Hester Prynne, her lover, their child, and Hester's husband, and the 

effect of sin on the mind and spirit of these characters 

“A Separate Peace”    John Knowles   FIC Kno 

Gene Forrester looks back fifteen years to a World War II year in which he and his best 

friend were roommates in a New Hampshire boarding school. 

“Siddhartha”     Hermann Hesse  F HES 

A moral allegory, set in ancient India, about one soul's quest for the ultimate answer to 

the enigma of man's role in this world. The hero, Siddhartha, undergoes a series of 

experiences to emerge in a state of peace and wisdom  

“The Sound and the Fury”   William Faulkner  F FAU 

The tragic story of Caddy Compson as told by her three brothers—the idiot, the 

neurotic, and the monster 

“The Stranger”    Albert Camus   F CAM 

Caught in the grip of forces he does not understand, a quiet, ordinary clerk in Algiers 

commits a murder 

“A Streetcar Named Desire”   Tennessee Williams  812 WIL 

Blanche DuBois, a haggard and fragile southern beauty finds her pathetic last grasp at 

happiness cruelly destroyed in large part by her brother-in-law Stanley Kowalski. 

“A Tale of Two Cities”    Charles Dickens  FIC DIC 

Presents Charles Dickens's 1859 historical novel set in Paris and London during the 

French Revolution, in which French nobleman Charles Darnay renounces his position in 

order to save the life of a servant; and contains chronology, timeline, and textual notes. 



“Tender is the Night”   F. Scott Fitzgerald   F FIT 

The tragic and haunting story of Dick Diver, a young psychiatrist whose career is 

thwarted and his genius numbed through marriage to the exquisite and wealthy Nicole 

Warren. 

“The Odyssey: the Story of Odysseus” Homer    883 HOM 

A prose translation of the epic poem, recounting the story of Odysseus's journey home 

after the Trojan War. 

“Their eyes Were Watching God”  Zora Neale Hurston  F HUR 

An African-American woman searches for a fulfilling relationship through two loveless 

marriages and finally finds it in the person of Tea Cake, an itinerant laborer and gambler.   

“Things Fall Apart”    Chinua Achebe  F ACH 

Set in an Ibo village in Nigeria, the novel recreates pre-Christian tribal life and shows 

how the coming of the white man led to the breaking up of the old ways. 

‘The Three Musketeers”   Alexandre Dumas  F DUM 

In seventeenth-century France, young D'Artagnan initially quarrels with, then befriends, 

three musketeers and joins them in trying to outwit the enemies of the king and queen. 

“The Turn of the Screw and other Short Novels.” Henry James  SC JAM 

 Henry James’ classic story of psychological terror. 

“Uncle Tom's Cabin”   Harriet Beecher Stowe  F STO  

Presents the controversial novel, published in 1852, in which author Harriet Beecher 

Stowe offers an indictment of the pre-Civil War South through the story of Uncle Tom, 

an elderly slave who maintains his human dignity in the face of cruelty, suffering, and 

death. 

“Waiting for Godot”   Samuel Beckett    842.91 BEC 

 Two old tramps wait on a bare stretch of road near a tree for Godot. 

“Walden”    Henry David Thoreau   818 THO 

Presents nineteenth-century American author Henry David Thoreau's reflections on 

living alone among nature for two years on Walden Pond in Massachusetts. 



“War and Peace”    Leo Tolstoy     F TOL 

 An epic novel featuring the Russian role in the Napoleonic wars and providing a complex 

panorama of the life of the time. 

“We have Always Lived in the Castle” Shirley Jackson.   F JAC 

   Merricat Blackwood protects her sister, Constance, from the curiosity and hostility of 

the villagers after murders occur on the family estate. 

“Romeo and Juliet”    William Shakespeare   822.3 Sha 

 Two lovers are destroyed by the hatred of their families for one another 

“Wuthering Heights”    Emily Brontë    F BRO 

 The tragic love affair between Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw, the daughter of his 

benefactor. 

  


