
DR: Biographies 

“An American Hero : the True story of Charles A. Lindbergh” 

     Barry Denenberg    B Lindbergh 

 Biography of Charles A. Lindbergh, following his life and career from his famous 

transatlantic flight from New York to Paris, through his decline in popularity for his anti-

war sentiments, and to his re-emergence as an American hero in his later years. 

“Angela's Ashes : a Memoir”  Frank McCourt.  B MCC 

 The author chronicles his impoverished childhood in Limerick, Ireland, in the 1930s and 

1940s, describing his father's alcoholism and talent for storytelling; the challenges and 

tragedies his mother faced, including the loss of three children; and his early 

experiences in the Catholic church, and balances painful memories with humor. 

“Anne Frank : the Diary of a Young Girl”  Anne Frank  B FRA 

 An adaptation of the journal of a Jewish girl in her early teens describing both the joys 

and torments of daily life, as well as typical adolescent thoughts, throughout two years 

spent in hiding with her family during the Nazi occupation of Holland. 

“Autobiography of a Face”    Lucy Grealy.  B GRE 

 Lucy Grealy describes her journey to find physical beauty after surgery left her face 

disfigured.    

“Days of Grace : a Memoir”  Arthur Ashe and Arnold Rampersad.  B ASH 

Tennis champion, Arthur Ashe, tells of his life, career, and battles with heart disease and 

AIDS. 

“Geeks : How Two Lost Boys Rode the Internet out of Idaho” 

     Jon Katz.    338.76 KAT 

Journalist Jon Katz tells of two boys, Jesse and Eric, who are fervent in their belief in the 

positive power of technology. 

 

 



“The Glass Castle : a Memoir” Jeannette Walls. B WAL 

The author recalls her life growing up in a dysfunctional family with an alcohol father 

and distant mother and describes how she and her siblings had to fend for themselves 

until they finally found the resources and will to leave home. 

“The Hiding Place”   Corrie Ten Boom  B TEN BOON 

A thirty-fifth anniversary edition of the biography of Corrie Ten Boom, a leader of the 

Dutch underground who hid scores of Jews from the Nazi's during World War II. 

“Hole in My Life“   Jack Gantos.   B GAN 

The author relates how, as a young adult, he became a drug user and smuggler, was 

arrested, did time in prison, and eventually got out and went to college, all the while 

hoping to become a writer. 

“I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”              Maya Angelou. B ANGELOU 

Autobiography covering the childhood of a woman who has been a professional dancer, 

actress, poet, journalist, and television producer. 

I Married Adventure : the Lives and Adventures of Martin and Osa Johnson” 

                      Osa Johnson.  B JOHNSON 

Describes the lives and achievements of the nature photographer and his sharp shooter 

wife. 

“John Lennon : All I Want is the Truth : a Photographic Biography’ 

      Elizabeth Partridge.  B LEN 

Presents a biography of musician John Lennon, chronicling his life and times from his 

troubled childhood in Liverpool, England, through his career writing, recording, and 

performing as a member of the Beatles. Includes 140 black-and-white photographs 

“Lindbergh”     A. Scott Berg.    B LIN   

Chronicles the life of Charles Lindbergh and discusses his childhood, his influence and 

accomplishments in the aviation industry, his child's murder, and his work on creating 

an artificial heart. 

 



“Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”        

                          Frederick Douglass   B DOU 

Frederick Douglass' narrative takes readers into the fields, cabins, and manors of pre-

Civil War plantations in the South and reveals the daily terrors he suffered as a slave. 

“The Pact : Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream”  

Samson Davis    920 DAV 

Samson Davis discusses how he and two friends stuck together and supported one 

another as they overcame the many challenges they faced while growing up in New 

Jersey. 

“Profiles in Courage”   John F. Kennedy  920 KEN 

Courage is the virtue that President John F. Kennedy most admired. These men are 

examples of that courage: John Q. Adams, Daniel Webster, Sam Houston, Thomas Hart 

Benton, Edmund G. Ross, Lucius Quintus, Cincinnatus Lamar, George Norris and Robert 

Taft.  

“Red Scarf Girl: a Memoir of the Cultural Revolution” Ji-li Jiang B JIA 

The author tells about the happy life she led in China up until she was twelve-years-old 

when her family became a target of the Cultural Revolution, and discusses the choice 

she had to make between denouncing her father and breaking with her family, or 

refusing to speak against him and losing her future in the Communist Party. 

“She said Yes : The Unlikely Martyrdom of Cassie Bernall”   

Misty Bernall   B Bernall 

Misty Bernall, mother of one of the teenagers killed at Columbine High School on April 

20, 1999, tells the story of her daughter's life, describing how Cassie had, at one point, 

started down a troubled path before dedicating her life to God, and sharing the details 

of the decisive moment when Cassie's affirmation of faith resulted in her death. 

“Sojourner Truth : Ain't I a Woman?”   Patricia C. McKissack  B TRUTH 

A biography of the former slave who became well-known as an abolitionist and 

advocate of women's rights. 

 



‘The Story of my Life”   Helen Keller    B KELLER 

With her letters (18871901) and a supplementary account of her education, including 

passages from the reports and letters of her teacher, Anne Mansfield Sullivan 

“With Courage and Cloth: Winning the Fight for a Woman's Right to Vote” 

     Ann Bausum.    324.6 BAU 

Chronicles the long history of the fight for women's voting rights, beginning in 1848, 

with a focus on the years between 1913 and 1920 when the Nineteenth Amendment 

was passed, and includes profiles of notable women in the struggle. 

 


