
DR: Fresh Classics 

“An Abundance of Katherines”  John Green   FIC GRE 

Having been recently dumped for the nineteenth time by a girl named Katherine, recent 

high school graduate and former child prodigy Colin sets off on a road trip with his best 

friend to try to find some new direction in life while also trying to create a mathematical 

formula to explain his relationships.              

“Airborn”     Kenneth Oppel  F OPP 

Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with 

her chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures 

reportedly living hundreds of feet above the Earth's surface. 

‘All Creatures Great and Small”  James Herriot   B HERRIOT 

 The first-person account of a young veterinarian starting his career in the Yorkshires 

“The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay” Michael Chabon FIC CHA 

Joe Kavalier has managed to escape from Nazi-occupied Prague, and now he must use 

his cunning wits to help rescue his family from Hitler's evil plans. 

“Angels & Demons”    Dan Brown    F BRO 

World-renowned Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon is summoned to a Swiss research 

facility to analyze a mysterious symbol seared into the chest of a murder victim, where 

he discovers evidence of the resurgence of an ancient brotherhood with a vendetta 

against the Catholic Church. 

“Anthem”     Ayn Rand    F RAN 

In a future world, only one man dares to think, strive, and love as an individual in the 

midst of a paralyzing collective humanity  

“Bad Boy: a Memoir”   Walter Dean Myers   B MYERS 

Author Walter Dean Myers describes his childhood in Harlem in the 1940s and 1950s, 

discussing his loving stepmother, his problems in school, his reasons for leaving home, 

and his beginnings as a writer. 

“The Bean Trees”   Barbara Kingsolver   F KIN 



Taylor, a poor Kentuckian, makes her way west with an abandoned baby girl and stops 

in Tucson. There she finds friends and discovers resources in apparently empty places. 

‘The Book Thief’    Markus Zusak     F ZUS 

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a 

young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family 

and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.      

“Chanda's Secrets”    Allan Stratton   F STR  

Chandra Kabelo, a sixteen-year-old in a small South African town, faces down shame 

and stigma in her efforts to help friends and family members who are dying od AIDS 

“Charles and Emma: the Darwins' Leap of Faith”      Deborah Heiligman                  B DAR 

A biography of English naturalist Charles Darwin that provides an account of the 

personality behind evolutionary theory and the affect of his work on his personal life, 

such as his relationship with his religious wife 

 “The Chocolate War”    Robert Cormier  F COR  

A high school freshman discovers the devastating consequences of refusing to join in the 

school's annual fund raising drive and arousing the wrath of the school bullies. 

“A confederacy of Dunces”   John Kennedy Toole  813.54 TOO 

Pulitzer prize winning farce set in New Orleans telling about Ignatius J. Reilly and his  

attempts at employment and one-man wars  

“The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks”     E. Lockhart  F LOC 

Frankie Landau-Banks attempts to take over a secret, all-male society at her exclusive 

prep school, and her antics with the group soon draw some unlikely attention and have 

unexpected consequences that could change her life forever. 

“Dragonsong”    Anne McCaffrey   FIC McC 

Forbidden by her father to indulge in music in any way, a girl on the planet Pern runs 

away, taking shelter with the planet's fire lizards who, along with her music, open a new 

life for her. 

 

 



“Dune”    Frank Herbert    F HER 

The story of a young prince, Paul Artreides, scion of a star-crossed dynasty, and of his 

journey from boy to warrior to ruler of a dying planet destined to become a paradise 

regained. 

“Ender's Game”   Orson Scott Card   F CAR 

Ender, who is the result of genetic experimentation, may be the military genius Earth 

needs in its war against an alien enemy. 

“Eragon”    Christopher Paolini   F PAO 

In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called Eragon finds a mysterious 

stone that weaves his life into an intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, 

peopled with dragons, elves, and monsters. 

“Going Bovine”   Libba Bray    FIC BRA 

Cameron Smith, a disaffected sixteen-year-old diagnosed with mad cow disease, sets off 

on a road trip with a death-obsessed, video-gaming dwarf he meets in the hospital in an 

attempt to find a cure. 

“The Golden Compass”  Philip Pullman    FIC PUL 

Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend and 

other kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the 

Far North. 

“A Great and Terrible Beauty”  Libba Bray   F BRA 

After the suspicious death of her mother in 1895, sixteen-year-old Gemma returns to 

England, after many years in India, to attend a finishing school where she becomes 

aware of her magical powers and ability to see into the spirit world. 

“The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy”           Douglas Adams.                        FIC ADA 

Seconds before Earth is demolished to make room for a galactic freeway, an earthman is     

saved by his friend. Together they journey through the galaxy. 

 

 

 



“Hole in my Life”    Jack Gantos.                               B GAN 

The author relates how, as a young adult, he became a drug user and smuggler, was 

arrested, did time in prison, and eventually got out and went to college, all the while 

hoping to become a writer.  

“The House of the Scorpion”                                Nancy Farmer.                        F Far 

In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone 

of El Patrón, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico 

and the United State 

“How I Live Now”                                                  Meg Rosoff.                           F ROS 

To get away from her pregnant stepmother in New York City, fifteen-year-old Daisy goes 

to England to stay with her aunt and cousins, with whom she instantly bonds, but soon 

war breaks out and rips apart the family while devastating the land.     

“The Hunger Games”    Suzanne Collins              F COL 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen accidentally becomes a contender in the annual 

Hunger Games, a grave competition hosted by the Capitol where young boys and girls 

are pitted against one another in a televised fight to the death. 

“I Am the Cheese”     Robert Cormier  F Cor 

A young boy desperately tries to unlock his past yet knows he must hide those 

memories if he is to remain alive. 

“I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”  Maya Angelou   B ANG 

Autobiography covering the childhood of a woman who has been a professional dancer, 

actress, poet, journalist, and television producer. 

“Inkheart”     Cornelia Funke  F FUN 

Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father Mo, a bookbinder, can "read" fictional 

characters to life when an evil ruler named Capricorn, freed from the novel "Inkheart" 

years earlier, tries to force Mo to release an immortal monster from the story. 

“Into thin Air: a Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster” 

Jon Krakauer   796.52 KRA    



The author relates his experience of climbing Mount Everest during its deadliest season 

and examines what it is about the mountain that makes people willingly subject 

themselves to such risk, hardship, and expense. 

 “Life of Pi”                          Yann Martel                                              Yann Martel 

Pi Patel, having spent an idyllic childhood in Pondicherry, India, as the son of a 

zookeeper, sets off with his family at the age of sixteen to start anew in Canada, but his 

life takes a marvelous turn when their ship sinks in the Pacific, leaving him adrift on a 

raft with a 450-pound Bengal tiger for company 

“The Lightning Thief”   Rick Riordan    F RIO 

After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, god of the sea, 

twelve-year-old Percy is sent to a summer camp for demigods like himself, and joins his 

new friends on a quest to prevent a war between the gods 

“Like Water for Chocolate”   Laura Esquivel   F ESQ 

A romantic and poignant tale of love and family life in turn-of-the-century Mexico. 

Includes recipes for dishes prepared in the novel, such as quail in rose petal sauce and 

chiles in walnut sauce. 

“Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy”   Gary D. Schmidt  FIC SCH 

In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine, but things 

improve when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a poor, nearby island 

community founded by former slaves that the town fathers--and Turner's--want to 

change into a tourist spot. 

“The Lovely Bones”    Alice Sebold    F Seb 

Fourteen-year-old Susie Salmon, the victim of a sexual assault and murder, looks on 

from the afterlife as her family deals with their grief, and waits for her killer to be 

brought to some type of justice.  

“Monster”     Walter Dean Myers   F MYE 

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his 

experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to 

come to terms with the course his life has taken.  

 



“The Monstrumologist”   William James Henry   F YAN 

In 1888, twelve-year-old Will Henry chronicles his apprenticeship with Dr. Warthrop, a 

scientist who hunts and studies real-life monsters, as they discover and attempt to 

destroy a pod of Anthropophagi. 

“Mortal Engines”    Philip Reeve    F REE 

Tom, a third class apprentice in a distant future in which technology has been lost and 

tiered cities move about the Earth on caterpillar tracks, often absorbing smaller locales, 

has many dangerous adventures after being pushed off London by Thaddeus Valentine, 

a historian who is trying to resurrect an ancient atomic weapon. 

“Mr. Penumbra's 24-hour Bookstore” Robin Sloan    F SLO 

Clay Jannon, the new night clerk at Mr. Penumbra's 24-hour Bookstore, notices the 

strange behavior of the customers and is determined to find out what is really going on. 

“One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest”  Ken Kesey    F KES 

The struggle for power between a head nurse and a male patient in a mental institution 

leads to a climax of hate, violence, and death 

“Ordinary People”    Judith Guest    FIC GUE 

After spending eight months in a mental institution following a suicide attempt, 

seventeen-year-old Conrad returns home and finds that he must rebuild his life. 

“The Perks of Being a Wallflower”  Stephen Chbosky   F CHB 

Charlie, a freshman in high school, explores the dilemmas of growing up through a 

collection of letters he sends to an unknown receiver. 

“Redwall”     Brian Jacques    F Jac 

When the peaceful life of ancient Redwall Abbey is shattered by the arrival of the evil 

rat Cluny and his villainous hordes, Matthias, a young mouse, determines to find the 

legendary sword of Martin the Warrior which, he is convinced, will help Redwall's 

inhabitants destroy the enemy. 

“Speak”    Laurie Halse Anderson   F AND 

A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's 

freshman year in high school 



“A Step from Heaven”    An Na    FIC NA 

A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and adjust to life in 

America. 

“Stotan!”     Chris Crutcher   FIC Cru 

A high school coach invites members of his swimming team to a memorable week of 

rigorous training that tests their moral fiber as well as their physical stamina. 

“Tales of the Madman Underground” John Barnes   F BAR 

Karl Shoemaker, starting his senior year in Lightsburg, Ohio, in 1973, vows to break out 

of the therapy group he has been forced to attend during school hours and become 

"normal." 

“To Kill a Mockingbird”   Harper Lee   F LEE 

Pulitzer Prize-winning novel in which Scout Finch, the young daughter of a local attorney 

in the Deep South during the 1930s, tells of her father's defense of an African-American 

man charged with the rape of a white girl 

“True Believer”   Virginia Euwer Wolff   F WOL 

Living in the inner city amidst guns and poverty, fifteen-year-old LaVaughn learns from 

old and new friends, and inspiring mentors, that life is what you make it--an occasion to 

rise to 

“Unwind”    Neal Shuster    F SHU 

Three teens embark upon a cross-country journey in order to escape from a society that 

salvages body parts from children ages thirteen to eighteen. 

“Watership Down”   Richard Adams   F ADA 

A group of hardy Berkshire rabbits share many adventures together as they search for a 

safe place to establish a new warren after the destruction of their community. 

“The White Darkness”   Geraldine McCaughrean  F McC 

Taken to Antarctica by the man she thinks of as her uncle for what she believes to be a 

vacation, Symone--a troubled fourteen year old--discovers that he is dangerously 

obsessed with seeking Symme's Hole, an opening that supposedly leads into the center 

of a hollow Earth. 



“Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West”   

      Gregory Maguire   FIC MAG 

Elphaba, born with emerald green skin, comes of age in the land of Oz, rooming with 

debutante Glinda at the university, and following a path in life that earns her the label of 

Wicked. 

Madeleine L'Engle : Author of A wrinkle in Time” Doreen Gonzales  B L'Engle 

Describes the life and writing career of the novelist who won the Newbery Award for "A 

Wrinkle in Time." 


