
CIS coordinators help meet students’ basic needs 

 

Since spreading the word in August about the need for new and gently used clothing for students, 

donations have been arriving at the Communities in Schools offices at Chanute Elementary and Chanute 

High School. 

Local residents and the Nazarene Church brought in so many large plastic sacks of warm weather clothing 

in little children’s sizes that CIS elementary site coordinators Angie VanLeeuwen and Rachel Harrington 

appealed for volunteers to help get it all sorted. At Chanute High School, CIS site coordinator Sarah 

Stockebrand said that her clothes closet has moved to a larger room inside the school library. After 

recycling everything from the school’s lost and found and recent donations, she’s been able to fill another 

rack for clothing, but still needs a few things.  

“Some specific items we could use are men’s ties and belts, long-sleeve collared dress shirts, men’s jeans 

and dress pants in sizes 30-33, new socks, dress shoes and new or gently used tennis shoes,” Stockebrand 

said. 

The site coordinators represent Communities in Schools of Mid-America, an organization dedicated to 

keeping kids in school and helping them succeed in life. They work with teachers and counselors inside 

the schools to encourage and support the students and with resources within the community to meet the 

family needs.  

Those needs range from mentoring or tutoring to nutritional snacks, school supplies, clothing, life skills, 

health, and referrals for health, vision and dental services. CIS believes that when these basic needs are 

met, students can concentrate on learning. 

Besides clothing, Stockebrand said she also accepts donations of snack items that she provides to students 

who stop by her office in between classes. She also stocks a cupboard of personal hygiene items for 

students who need things like shampoo, deodorant or Chap Stick. Together with the school counselors, 

they put together bags of personal hygiene items to give to new students who enroll at CHS. 

New this year at both the high school and elementary school is a small food pantry for emergency needs. 

Donations of non-perishable items such as soups, pasta, spaghetti sauce, canned vegetables or fruits, or 

boxed dinners are also accepted. 

Those willing to donate any of these items can take them to the school offices and fill out a short donation 

form.   

“This helps show community and school support for our program,” VanLeeuwen said. 
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