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In the second issue of The Jungle Journal, You will read about the things
going on around the school, the district, and each individual grade level at LEMS.
We hope you enjoyed the first issue, From this issue on, we will be published on
the district website. Look for us around the third to fourth week of every month.

Hope you enjoy these young writers as they learn to write feature articles.
It’s a very different experience from writing fiction stories and is not an easy task.
They work hard and I think you’ll agree they are learning a lot as they develop
story ideas, interview, and write the features.

Happy Fall! We’ll see you again in November!



The USD #421 Lyndon LEMS and LHS School Bond
By Lyric Medina

The USD #421 bond is needed to update facilities and add security to the buildings.  The
USD #421 district hasn’t passed a bond since 1994, That's about 30 years. The USD #421
School bond would help the school district in many ways.

Question 1 on the ballot is to replace the two boiler systems that we have and upgrade
the inefficient single-pane windows to high-energy-efficient windows.  These windows have
Argon gas between separate panes of glass. The boiler systems are over 40 years old and are
well past their age of working correctly. The boiler systems are loud, disruptive for classes, and
impossible to regulate classroom temperatures.  In addition, parts are very expensive since they
are hard to find. Overall, it would be financially the best option to get new boiler systems and
windows, over time it would save the district lots of money.  In addition to the boiler systems and
windows, a greenhouse is proposed as part of question 1.  This greenhouse would have a drip
irrigation system and of course, be climate controlled.  The greenhouse would not only be used
by the Ag department but by any class.  In fact, we could possibly grow food for the cafeteria to
put vegetables on the salad bar.

Question 2 is all about school security.  By adding secure entrances all visitors would
have to go into each office before entering the building.  We also would add a collaborative
learning center that would include a K-8 cafeteria, a storm shelter, and a STEM classroom.  With
the K-8 cafeteria in the K-8 Building, elementary students would not have to cross the street.
The added storm shelter would add enough room for all K-8 students to find shelter if there's a
tornado. A STEM classroom would help our students learn science, technology, engineering,
and math.  There would be many fun hands-on activities that students could do.

It is important that everyone knows that Question 1 must pass in order for Question 2 to
pass.  We hope that everyone votes yes to invest in students.



Preschool Halloween Excitement
By: Addison Turner and Haley Burkdoll

Halloween is almost here and the preschoolers are so excited!  We interviewed a couple
of preschoolers about what their favorite type of candy to get on Halloween is, and what they're
going to be for Halloween.

The preschoolers have been learning about all kinds of different things this year! They’ve
been learning about shapes, the alphabet, how to stand in line, and numbers. The preschoolers
are very excited to be in the Halloween parade this year. Lily is especially excited about the
parade. Miss Macie and the LEMS staff are going to dress up with Mrs. Hamlet for their
Halloween costumes. Mrs. Hamlet is going to be Cruella de Ville, and the rest of the teachers
are going to be her dalmatian dogs.

Miss Macie’s favorite Halloween costume that she’s worn in the past is a blue crayon.
Miss Macie’s class is so excited about Halloween! We asked 3 preschoolers, Lily, Rhett, and
Lucy about what they were going to be for Halloween. Lily is going to be a bumblebee, Rhett is
going to be a zombie, and Lucy is going to be a skunk. Their costumes are going to be so cool!

The preschoolers are so excited about Halloween, and they can’t wait for it to be here!

Kindergarten Corner
By Phoebe Wright

What do you do for Halloween? Do you have a
party? Go trick-or-treating? Give candy to
trick-or-treaters? Or do you celebrate with family? Well,
this is what Mrs. Rose’s class does for Halloween. They
start with crafts and dress up for the parade. The kids
bring fruit snacks, treat bags, and bring drinks.

Owen is going to be SpiderMan for Halloween. His favorite costume he has done was
last year. He was Spiderman. He is also going trick-or-treating with his family! Oakley is going to
be Jojo Siwa for Halloween. She is also going to be trick-or-treating for Halloween. Oakley
doesn’t know what her sister is going to be. Her sister hasn’t told her yet. Her favorite part about
Halloween is getting candy.

Have a very spooky Halloween!



1st Grade
By Caylee Kelly-Stone

According to the Oxford Dictionary, the definition of fearless is
someone who lacks fear, usually in a way people admire. I realized that
1st graders are seemingly fearless, they're never afraid to try new things
or do new things, and that is such an awesome trait to have!

For Halloween, one girl wants to be a scary doll because she likes
scary movies about dolls, and another wants to be a scary clown
because she likes clowns.

The teachers have fun STEM activities such as building houses
with toothpicks, and gummy pumpkins, making spooky monsters, making flying ghosts, and
doing some pumpkin exploration. One of the teachers is even letting her students pick her
costume so far she has ideas for being a cat, a candy bar (because she hands out lots of
candy), a pumpkin (due to her growing belly), and a vampire!

As I was interviewing it became quite clear that October is a favored month because of
Halloween, birthdays, and how much candy you get!

Have a happy Halloween!

2nd Grade
By Averi Doan

Everyone knows about Halloween. But, do they know how
far it dates back in the United States? Well, Halloween
dates back a really long time. In fact, people started celebrating Halloween in

the United States in 1840. That was 182 years ago! However, the idea of Halloween actually
dates back 2,000 years. It started during a festival where people would light bonfires and wear
costumes to scare off evil spirits. This ancient Celtic festival is called the Festival of Samhain.

Life in second grade can be pretty rough but we get over it. Right now in the life of
second grade, these are the things going on, Mrs. Hurt enjoys going out and seeing all the kids
in their costumes having fun and trick-or-treating. The greatest costume she has ever seen was
a bottle of sprinkles. Her favorite candy is Cherry Mash and Whoppers. Her favorite of her
childhood Halloween costumes was Little Red Riding Hood.

Lane Hearn is being an army guy for Halloween. He is very excited about
trick-or-treating. His Favorite candy is Chocolate bars.

Now let’s talk about the origins of Halloween. The idea of Halloween came to America in
the 1840s with Irish immigrants fleeing a potato famine. The purpose of Halloween is to ward off
evil spirits. Trick-or-treating actually began in the 1920s. The tradition used to be for poor people
to go door to door of wealthy people's houses. This is the story of Halloween in second grade,
and how it came to the U.S.



Mrs. Gardener’s 3rd-grade class
By Carson Horne

We all thought Elementary School was the best, didn’t we? Well so does Mrs. Gardener.
Mrs. Gardener is a 3rd-grade teacher at Lyndon Elementary School. She is a really good
teacher and a hard worker. The thing Mrs. Gardener likes most about the school year so far is
the group of students. It is a smaller class, which makes it easier for her to do fun activities and
things like that. Right now, 3rd grade is learning about grammar skills, such as simple and
compound sentences, along with working on antonyms. The kids also just got done reading all
about voting. For social studies, they are currently working on parts of geography, such as
landforms, bodies of water, and climate.

Mrs. Garnder really likes 3rd grade in general because it’s “right in the middle”. She likes
that the students are young enough to still enjoy school but old enough that they are
independent on certain tasks too.

Her expectations for the year are that everyone puts in the effort and that everyone tries,
even if something is “hard”. She thinks that if you aren’t trying, you aren’t going to get anywhere.
She also expects students to be good classmates and or teammates, and to work together and
be respectful. Mrs. Gardener is a great teacher, loves her students, and is definitely one of the
best teachers.

4th grade
By: Savannah Snyder

"Sisters, All Hallow's Eve has become a night of frolic,
where children wear costumes and run amok!" -Winifred
Sanderson, Hocus Pocus

Halloween is right around the corner! It will be here before you know it so I asked the 4th
graders what their favorite Halloween movie was and they said “Hocus Pocus”, “Ghostbusters”,
“Coraline”, “The Night Before Christmas”, “Hubbie Halloween”, or I recommend “My Mom's
Dating A Vampire”.  What is your favorite Halloween movie? If you have never watched one of
these then you should definitely watch one!

For Halloween 4th graders are going to dress up in their Halloween costumes for the
parade, then go back to their classroom and have a treat.

I also asked 4th graders what they are going to be for Halloween. Logan Snyder said
that he was going to be Tyreek Hill from the Miami Dolphins and he said that his favorite part
about Halloween was trick-or-treating with his friends, Sophie is going to be a Hippie girl and
Sydney is going to be a Police officer.

I asked Logan Snyder, Sophie, and Sydney Burkdoll what their favorite thing is about
Halloween and they said that they liked going trick-or-treating and scaring people

Hope you have a spooky Halloween.



Who is ready for the spookiest time of year?
Because it is almost here!!

By Wyatt Rice

Let's ask Mrs. Litch, the 5th-grade teacher, and a few of her students some questions about
what they're going to do for Halloween.

Here are some of the activities Mrs. Litch is planning to have. She is going to have
students create a scary bobblehead character and write a story about the character they made.
If that isn't fun enough Mrs. Litch and Mrs. Jackson are planning to have a spooky but fun
morning of activities.

Now let's turn our attention to some of the 5th-grade students and ask them some
serious Halloween questions.  Levi was asked which costume throughout the years was his
favorite. He quickly responded with the silly Looney Tune character Daffy Duck. Sure wish we
could see him in that costume this year. Levi's favorite Halloween candy is candy corn and
chocolate. If a looney tune costume is not your style you could be a Princess like Ashtyn is
planning to be this year.

Who likes to be scared?? Halloween would not be complete without a good scary movie.
Benjamin said a couple of good Halloween movies he likes are Coraline and Nightmare Before
Christmas with Jack Skeleton. If you take Benjamin's recommendations, I hope you can sleep
after watching those two movies.

So do you have your costume picked out?  Let Levi, Ashtyn, and Benjamin give you
some ideas.  Levi has been an Acorn and a Skeleton. Maybe be a Lady Bug or a Bee, like
Ashtyn If that doesn´t work for you, ask Benjamin about Jason or dressing up like a Ninja. You
can't go wrong with any of these costumes!

I hope everyone has a good Halloween, like  Mrs. Litch’s 5th-grade class is going to
have this Halloween.



The Basketball Season
By Anthony Narvaez

The basketball season is the next upcoming sport so I get to write about it. Basketball
practice started on the 18th, but before it started I interviewed Lanny Massey. Coach Massey
said he was most excited about getting started and seeing how good his team could get. Coach
also had confidence that his team would win. I think that they can but they have to have good
grades.  If they have bad grades they can't play.

Now some players are ready for the basketball season, and I wanted to interview all of
them but that would take a long time so I interviewed some of them. This is what Liam Seth
said. “I just wanna have some fun and get better at shooting from different distances, also
looking forward to having fun with friends and shooting around the court.” Gavin Mckinnon said,
“I'm looking forward to trying to be a team leader.” Cason Rhoads said, “to get better and see
his teammates get better.”

In my opinion, I think that the basketball people can make all the wins possible. But the
hardest thing is working in a team. Some people can’t work in a team and some people can. But
they also have to be respectful to Coach Massey and show up for practice and be ready
mentally and physically. I have hope in the Tigers.



Girls Sports
By Justy Haux

Let's give it up for…….CHEERLEADERS! That's right, this month’s topic is cheer!
It is very cool to do and watch cheer because of stunts/cheers. It's also very dangerous

to do cheer. You could dislocate, break, or sprain your bones and have very bad muscle pain! On
the plus side, you get to cheer for your team and help them do their best! I have also interviewed
some cheerleaders Addison Turner and Macy Weece. Addi’s favorite thing in cheer is, ”Probably
the sweetest fish.” Then Macy's favorite is “fall down!”
The next question I asked them was “What's your favorite thing about cheer?” Addie’s is,
“probably just being able to watch the football games.” and Macy’s is “doing stunts during
games!”

Here's a sad fact. Some people don't think cheer is a sport, and while it isn't officially
recognized as a sport, that doesn't mean it can’t be a sport. It means it just is not recognized as
one. But that doesn’t mean YOU can’t count it as one. Because it's YOUR opinion, not anyone
else! I count it as a sport but you might not.

Cheer is one of those things that is kinda hard to get into but if you do it's awesome
because you cheer for your team and do stuff to help your school look good. Plus you get to
wear cool uniforms, bows, and sometimes cool bags!



6th Grade Feature
By Owen Edington

Do you think that most students stay organized in 6th grade? Here is what a 6th-grade
teacher, Mrs. Moore, says.

Mrs. Moore said, “We still have some people that struggle with staying organized and the
whole entire 6th grade is still figuring out how to fill out their agenda and checking their agenda
on Google Classroom.” When I asked if anyone was struggling with staying organized. When I
asked what would help with staying organized she responded, “The trappers with folders would
help keep everything inside, writing things down in their agendas, and asking teachers if they
don't understand something.” After I asked why don’t students stay organized, Mrs. Moore
responded “I think because it's extra steps they have to take and they don't want to do extra
steps.”

The advice she would give to middle school would be the same advice that I give at the
beginning of the year: staying organized is key to success. Writing in your agenda is key to
success because you will remember what you did when it's time to leave. Making sure to check
Google Classroom, because most teachers put the assignments/ agenda there.

Stepping into 7th grade
By Mylee Myers

Our 7th graders took this project to the next level….

7th-grade language arts teacher Mrs. Green does a language arts project every once in
a while. This year she decided to do a project on different types of Cinderella fables. The 3
different stories came from China, Germany, and North America. Mrs. Green thinks the groups
work well together. Next time she does this project she says she’s going to give less time on the
actual Venn diagram poster but she thinks she timed reading the stories well. Overall she thinks
it was a pretty good project!

A few of our 7th-grade students seem to agree. The first student I asked about this
project was Kylie Dorr and she likes that they had freedom within the project. She also likes that
they had multiple days to work on it. Another student I talked to about this project was Amelia
Arb and she liked being able to work with her peers. I also talked to Haley Burkdoll and she
thinks her group should have started on the final project sooner but she liked to project overall.
Altogether it seems like our 7th graders liked this project.

Mrs. Green has lots of great projects, and her 7th-grade students seem to like the
wonderful projects she does. Overall her 7th graders really enjoy being able to have fun and do
projects in her class!



The Twenty-book Challenge
By Natalie Eaton

Reading is essential for those who seek to rise above the ordinary.  I interviewed two
eighth graders about the twenty-book challenge in Mrs. Green's class. The twenty-book
challenge is a challenge that has twenty different genres that we have to read and if we finish
them we get to have a book-related field trip.

The twenty-book challenge is a challenge that the eighth graders are participating in.
They will read twenty books but the conditions are they are different genres like mystery, poetry,
a play, third person, etc. If they read all of the twenty books they get to go on a really fun field
trip. The eighth graders are working really hard to complete this. Some students like the mystery
and poetry genres more than others but they are trying hard to complete them so they can go
on the field trip. Mrs. Green had a good idea to do this challenge because almost everyone in
our eighth-grade class is reading for the book challenge. In order to complete this project you
have to read whichever category first then make a one-minute video explaining the main parts
of the book. The good thing about this project is if you don't finish all of the books you still get
credit for every book you read. If you don't finish it you will not be able to go on the field trip. So
hopefully you will stay motivated about the project. Some of the girls I Interviewed said that this
project has been so much fun and better than book projects. Others said they like book projects
more because they are detailed and more fun. I personally like this project because it's nice to
just read several books instead of one for a book project. This project has impacted some kids
to honestly work really hard and try to complete this project. I know this may be a shock but the
work and effort that goes into this project are not that much besides reading and making a
recording Graclin Ramey said " This project is not like a book project but, it is still really fun
because we get to go on a field trip" I personally think we should continue this project
throughout the rest of the school year. Mrs. Green put a lot of work and effort into getting us to
read more. Well, this project has more of our own eighth-graders reading than I've ever seen.

Although the twenty-book challenge may not be everyone's favorite thing I really like the
twenty-book challenge. I have never seen more eighth graders motivated to finish one thing. It's
unbelievable. The fact that there are some kids in the eighth grade that are obsessed with
reading but this is the first time I've seen everyone in the eighth grade reading finish this project.
I am really excited to see how this book challenge goes and how many kids finish it. I just want
to thank Graclin Ramey and Cali Peterson for answering my questions and being so patient.



Principal’s Parlance
By Jennifer Hamlet

The first quarter has come to an end!  It is unbelievable that
we have already been in school for nine weeks.  It has been
a great school year so far and LEMS has had some great
activities.  We had a total of 254 Grandparents attend our
Grandparents Day.  It was wonderful to see all the smiles,
laughter, and love among everyone. Our football, volleyball,
and cross-country athletes had great seasons.  The USD 421
NEWS class put out a fantastic broadcast about the USD 421
Bond coming up in November.  I was so proud of the hard
work they put into their research and getting out so many

wonderful facts about our school.  The MS band has done a  great job performing at the
Homecoming parade and football games and the 6-12 Choir Concert was wonderful.

We are very excited to inform the patrons that USD 421 is implementing some safety
measures in our buildings.  First, we will have a new Emergency Management System to help
with communication among the staff, administration, and emergency services.  It is called
Raptor Alert.  Raptor Alert is a communication and accountability system that will assist USD
421 during emergency situations from a medical issue to an active intruder.  All the USD 421
staff will have the Raptor program on their laptops and phones.  With one touch of a button, an
alert will be sent to all personal and emergency services that need to be informed.  This will be
crucial in an emergency situation.  As you know, time is of the essence.  Raptor will not only
communicate with everyone in an instant, but it is also an accountability tool.  In the case of an
active intruder situation, for example, every student, staff member, and the visitor can be
marked so everyone is accounted for during the emergency.

The district is also installing security devices on all the classroom doors.  The Nightlock
lockdown devices can withstand a force of 2000 lbs on an inwards-opening door and 1600 lbs
on an outward-opening door.  The devices act like a barricade or door jammer, so even if an
intruder breaks the lock or a window, the door will still not be able to open.  This will be an extra
added security for our students and staff.  We will also be replacing some of the classroom
doors in the older parts of both the LEMS and LHS buildings to ensure that the classrooms will
be extra secure. We cannot make the school buildings 100% secure, but these extra safety
measures are a great addition to keeping everyone safer.



Feature Teacher for October

Rob Owens

The vibrant colors of fall are here. The yellows and reds of

the leaves. The oranges of the pumpkins. The deep greens of

grasses hanging on as long as possible before they go to their long

slumber. And, the light browns of the soybeans in the fields just

before they are harvested. These colors signal that my favorite

time of year has arrived. Fall brings out in me an appreciation for

all of the things in my life as well as anticipation for what is to

come. I felt the same way when, this month, the students in the

Jungle Journal Productions class chose Mrs. Criqui as the Feature

Teacher.

Dani Criqui does that to people. She is always the most appreciative person for anything

you have done or even might do not only for her but for her students. Through an interview

process, I got to know a little more about Mrs. Criqui and experience her appreciation firsthand.

So, to give you a little background on Dani, she went to school in Americus and Northern

Heights. She then went to Emporia State University to get a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in

Psychology and Counseling. Her favorite subject in school was Psychology and was inspired by

her teacher to pursue this in college. When asked what she likes about working in Lyndon

Schools, she responded, “I feel like we really care about our students. In my position, I get to

have all students in my classroom if they’ve grown up here. I care deeply about all the students

so to be surrounded by students I know and love is an awesome feeling.”

Now that we’ve learned a little bit about Dani’s educational and professional life, let’s

look on a more personal level. Having lived in smaller communities all of her life made me ask

her what she thought the best qualities of living in a small town were. She replied, “Small-town

living is the best. I love being surrounded by people I know and care about. I wouldn’t want to

live surrounded by a bunch of strangers.” When relaxing, Dani prefers to spend time with her

family and friends rather than going for a night out. And I would bet that she would be found

with a cup of hot coffee in her hand as that is her favorite treat or gift.

Looking to the future, Dani said that in 5 years she hopes, “to be making a difference in

my sphere of influence. I would love to travel with my family on ministry trips and fun trips.

Who knows, maybe I’ll be a grandma by then, that’d be pretty great!”
Finally, the question I ask everyone who is chosen for this article. What would you like to

change about society? She answered, “I would change how people treat each other. I spend the

majority of my days teaching kids basic social skills: how to respect each other, show kindness,

and have healthy communication. And then I see adults on social media tearing each other apart

and it frustrates me. A little kindness goes a long way.”

With a spirit of appreciation and thankfulness, Dani Criqui shows everyone she comes

into contact with what's important. Whether it’s time with family, sharing faith, or teaching

young minds. Next time you see her, tell her, thank you.


