
G/T Foundation Course FAQ 

 

 

Question: Why do I have to take 30 hours of G/T training?  

Answer: Teachers who provide instruction and services that are a part of the district’s defined G/T services are 

required to receive a minimum of 30 clock hours of professional development prior to their assignment to provide G/T 

services and instruction. This 30-hour training must include nature and needs of G/T students, identification and 

assessment of G/T students’ needs, and curriculum and instruction for G/T students. Teachers without required training 

must complete the 30-hour training within one semester of assignment to provide G/T services and instruction. (TAC 

§89.2(1), (2) and (3); State Plan 4.1.1.C, 4.1.2.C and 4.2C). 

Question: Why do I have to take 6 hours every year if I’ve already had 30 hours?  

Answer: According to state law, teachers must receive a minimum of six hours annually of professional development 

in G/T education once the 30-hour training is completed. (TAC §89.2(1), (2) and (3); State Plan 4.1.1.C, 4.1.2.C and 4.2C). 

Question: Can I repeat one day of the 30-hour G/T training to use as a 6 hour update?  

Answer: No. The 30-hour training is designed to be foundational while the 6-hour update sessions are designed to 

deepen a teacher’s understanding of working with G/T learners. 

Question: What happens if I skip a year (or more) and don’t take my 6 hour G/T update? 

Do I have to start over and take the 30 hours of training again?  

Answer: There is no requirement in state law or rule; however, a local school district may include this requirement in 

its own G/T plan. 

Question: If I take the 30 hours of G/T training, does that make me certified to teach G/T?  

Answer: No. G/T certified refers to a teacher who has obtained the G/T Supplemental Certificate available through the 

State Board of Educator Certification after successfully challenging the G/T TExES. This certificate alone, however, does 

not qualify a teacher to teach gifted students in Texas. It must be accompanied by the 30-hour foundational G/T training 

required by TAC §89.2. A teacher with the appropriate 30-hour training, but without the supplemental certificate, is 

considered G/T trained (TAC §89.2 and State Plan 4.1.1C). 

Question: Do I have to take the G/T Foundational courses in a specific order?  

Answer: No. However, whenever possible it is recommended that the 5 courses be taken in the order that they are 

offered or at least to take ‘Nature and Needs’ first so that participants will have some basic knowledge about G/T 

learners. 

Question: How often are the Foundational courses offered at Region 9 ESC? 

Answer: We offer both face-to-face and on-line cycles of the five Foundational courses every spring, fall, and summer.  

 

 


