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News you can use 

Instructional Rounds 
During our last session, we learned about 

instructional rounds and how to conduct them. We 

hope you and your colleagues have had a chance 

to visit other classrooms on instructional rounds.  

Things to remember: 
1. Keep it non-evaluative. 
2. Keep it positive. 
3. Keep it small (3-5 teachers) and short (about 

15 minutes). 
4. Keep it focused on what you can take back to 

your own classroom. 
 
If you need an observation form, here’s one you 
can use: https://goo.gl/lXxQUU  
 
If you need help 

implementing rounds, we 

can help! Remember, you 

can request help using our 

ASOT menu form: https://

goo.gl/forms/

cH3BdXSyM0fHe4oE3   

Last Sessions! 

March 1-2 
March 23-24  

(check to be sure you 
attend the correct 

dates) 
 

INFO 

Strategy Spotlight 

If you are looking to improve in Element #15: Organizing students to practice and 

deepen knowledge, there are a few things to know. First, according to Marzano in 

Coaching Classroom Instruction, research shows that “cooperative learning is asso-

ciated with a 12-28 percentile gain in student achievement” (p. 44). It’s important to 

note that “students should complete practice activities individually before working 

with a group” (p. 45).  

 You can dive a little deeper into using this strategy by 

looking at the ideas on pages 91-95 of Coaching 

Classroom Instruction.  

For ideas about different cooperative learning strate-

gies to use: https://education.illinoisstate.edu/

downloads/casei/collaborativemodelcardsweb.pdf 

As always, the Compendium is a valuable resource for 

each element: http://www.marzanoresearch.com/online-compendium/organizing-

students-to-interact 

Action Research 

We had 11 teachers participate in the action research project this year. If 

you conducted action research, be prepared to share how the process 

worked. We are looking forward to learning the results of the action research 

before the next training session. 

What now?  

We have one more training session left in the year. One round is March 1-2, 

and the other is March 23-24. These sessions will be covering the last 

lesson segment: Enacted on the Spot. Take a look at the elements in that 

section and be thinking about what you would like to know and try.  
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