
 

                                                                          August 20, 2018 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

     All of our students at Byng Elementary participate in a reading program 

called the Accelerated Reading Program, or AR.  This program is designed to 

help your child maintain and become a better reader. 

     During our first week of school, your child took a STAR reading test to 

determine your child’s reading level.  This test provides each child a reading 

range that shows book levels that your child can read.  Some books on the low 

end of the range will be easier, and the high end of the range will be more 

challenging.  Your child will be reading books on his/her reading level and taking 

a quiz on the computer over each book read.  This quiz measures how well your 

child was able to comprehend what was read.  

     Our class has been to the library, and all of the students have checked out 

books.  I require that the students check out 2 books at a time.  They must have 

a picture book and a chapter book.  They can not check out more books until 

they have read and tested on the books they have checked out.  Your child may 

check out 2 chapter books when I feel they are ready. 

     Each book in the library has a point value on the spine of the book.  Most 

picture books are worth 0.5 points.  The chapter books point values vary 

depending on the length and reading level of the book.  They range from 0.5 and 

up.  Your child has a reading goal of 15 points to try to reach each nine 

weeks.  This goal must be met by points and by obtaining an average of 85% 

or higher on the quizzes taken. 

     If your child reaches his/her reading goal, your child will participate in a 

reading reward time.  For example, the reward might be a half day play day at 

the park, an ice cream sundae, a movie at the McSwain, a game day at school, 

etc.  The students that do not reach their nine weeks goal, will read to try to get 

a head start on the following 9 weeks goal. 



     We discussed in class how we need to pace ourselves as we read and earn 

points.  We need to read and earn points each week.  We don’t want to wait until 

the last minute, and try to read a whole bunch of books in one week.  

     Your child will receive 2 grades each nine weeks for AR reading.  It will be 

averaged in the Language Arts grade.  One of the grades will be the average on 

quizzes taken at the end of the 9 weeks.  The other grade will be based on the 

percentage of the goal that was met.    Students must take this serious. 

     I will be sending home frequent AR reading reports so you will be able to 

monitor your child’s progress.  Your child has an AR tracking sheet that they will 

keep at school.  As your child earns points he/she will color in the amount of 

points they have earned for testing on the book they have read. This is a tool 

that will help your child visualize his/her progress.  

     This year after a student has met his/her reading goal, the student has 2 

choices.  He/she can continue reading and testing in his/her level being careful 

not to let the average on the quizzes drop below 85 percent.  If the average on 

quizzes drops below 85 percent, a student could lose their goal.  Or a student 

can choose to continue reading books on any level for pleasure.  If a student 

chooses this option, he/she can not test on any book that is out of his/her 

reading range.  

     We will be reading at least 20 minutes or more in class each day.  Please 

help your child read at home in the evenings and on weekends.  Just reading 

20-30 minutes a day can make an amazing difference.  AR reading can be a 

great program if your child will pace his/her self.  When a child gets behind it can 

be very discouraging to them.  Please help by encouraging your child.  Reading 

with your child can make some precious memories that will last a lifetime.  
     If you have any questions, please call me.  

                                                                 Sincerely,  
Blackburn: xxx-xxxx 

Elliott: xxx-xxxx 

School:  320-6720  

E-mail:  christy.blackburn@byngschools.org   

E-mail:  chris.elliott@byngschools.org                            Mrs.  Blackburn and Mrs. Elliott 


