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March 25, 2020 

 

Today, the state Board of Education approved the request from State Superintendent Joy Hofmeister that 

Oklahoma students not return to the classrooms for the remainder of the current school year, as our state 

continues to fight the spread of COVID-19.  The Board approved a continuous learning plan that will 

allow students to complete the school year at home.  While this is not something that many of us are truly 

prepared for, we understand this recommendation is in the best interest of everyone’s health.  This also 

means that all extracurricular activities and special events will be canceled as well.   

 

Byng Schools is developing a plan to ensure your child will continue to have opportunities to learn and to 

grow academically, especially with parental support.  As you can imagine, this is a significant transition 

for our students and our teachers.  Work has already begun and will continue for the next week and a half 

as we plan for this effort, and we will share details with you as soon as they are available.   

 

Several weeks ago it became apparent this course of action was becoming more and more likely.  

However now that it is a reality, it is truly heartbreaking to know we won’t see our students in the 

classrooms and walking the halls for the rest of the year.  We won’t get to watch our students compete in 

competitions they had put so many hours into while perfecting their craft.  For our seniors and their 

parents, we know it is an especially difficult time.  We will do everything possible to ensure their efforts 

are recognized and celebrated in special and unique ways.  This is an unfair situation, but please reassure 

them that it does not diminish their achievements. In fact, this class will be remembered forever for the 

strength they have displayed.  We will advise students and parents of our plans for honoring our seniors 

as soon as possible.  Please be patient with us as we work to develop a plan to address issues such as caps 

and gowns, senior trip, and graduation. 

 

We have posted numerous resources on our website, including information about free breakfasts and 

lunches for students under the age of 18, which will continue, as well as answers to frequently asked 

questions regarding the school closure. You can find these details and more by visiting 

www.byngschools.com. The site also includes recommendations from the CDC about protecting your 

health and the health of your loved ones. We ask you to please follow their advice by: (1) washing your 

hands regularly; (2) staying at home, if you can; and (3) practicing social distancing of at least six feet 

from others. 

 

This is an unprecedented situation, and it has required an unprecedented response. We can still take care 

of our students though. This is a community that sticks together in challenging times, and we know this 

experience will be no different. As soon as we identify our next steps, we will share them with you. 

 

Please stay safe. As always, we appreciate your support of Byng Public Schools  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin Wilson 

Assistant Superintendent 


