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Basketball COVID Guidelines 

2020-2021 

 

Once again, we enter another season during the COVID Pandemic dealing with something we have 

never experienced.  These plans are fluid and may have to be adjusted more than once.   

Our goal is to allow our student athletes to compete during basketball season and to keep our schools 

open throughout the process.  Hopefully we will be able to do this with fans in attendance.  We believe 

the steps outlined below give us the greatest chance to achieve this goal and to allow fans. Those who 

do not follow the guidelines may be prohibited from attending future games this year.  We have 

developed a plan with three tiers that allow for different scenarios depending on how well plans are 

followed and guidance from the Oklahoma Department of Health. 

All home games will be broadcasted via the automated Hudl camera on our Youtube channel. 

 

Guidelines for Home Games 

If you have symptoms of COVID-19 or have had close contact with a positive COVID patient within the 

past 14 days, do not attend any activities at Byng Public Schools.  Symptoms include: fever, chills, cough, 

congestion, sore throat, shortness of breath, fatigue, body aches, loss of taste/smell, nausea, vomiting, 

diarrhea, or temperature above 100 degrees. 

1.  Masks are required at all times in the gym.  Failure to comply may result in the individual being 

asked to leave, or not being allowed to attend future games. 

2. Fans will be allowed to step outside for a mask break and re-enter with proof of admission 

(ticket).  You must exit and enter marked exits. 

3. Concessions will be available.  Masks may be removed briefly (to eat or drink), but must be put 

back on immediately. 

4. Social distancing rules are in effect at all events. 

5. Please sit with immediate family members as a group.  Students 6th grade and below must sit 

with parents.  It is recommended that all students, regardless of age, sit with their family 

members. 

6. NO ONE is allowed on the court before or after games. 

7. Once the game is over, please exit the gym immediately.  Parents should wait outside to pick up 

students.  No loitering in the lobby will be allowed. 

 

Tiered Plan 

The Board of Education gives the Superintendent the authority to reduce capacity in the event of 

increased spread of COVID in the community or lack of cooperation from the attendees concerning 

the required safety protocols. 
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Tier 1:  Crowd size will be limited to roughly 600-700 (this is subject to change based on social distancing 

availability).  Ticket vouchers will be issued to Byng families and a certain amount will be given to visiting 

team.  If 600-700 vouchers are not given out, the remaining un-used vouchers will become general 

admission tickets.   Band and cheerleaders will be allowed to participate. Certain areas will be marked 

off to allow for social distancing.  As long as guidelines are followed and community spread is under 

control, we will continue with this as long as possible.  

Tier 2: If there is widespread non-compliance with guidelines or if community spread rises to an unsafe 

level, Byng Public Schools will shift to a reduced capacity model so that our student athletes may 

continue to compete.  This scenario will have the same guidelines as above, however each player will 

receive a reduced number of tickets to home games and no other fans will be allowed in the gym.  Band 

and cheer participation may be limited.  Visiting teams will be given reduced ticket numbers as well. 

Tier 3:  Continued non-compliance or guidance from the Oklahoma Department of Health could result in 

NO spectators allowed into the gym.  Only players, coaches, game officials, and administration will be 

allowed in the gym.  Band and cheer will not participate. 

 

 

 

Conference Away Games 

Our teams compete in the Lake Country Conference.  Conference members met to develop guidelines 

that all schools will follow during conference play.   

 All schools have varying gym sizes.  Schools in the conference will issue vouchers that will be 

given to each player.  This voucher will allow the person holding the voucher to purchase tickets 

at the visiting school.  Some schools will be able to issue up to 6 while other schools may only be 

able to issue 2 per player.  IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A VOUCHER, YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO 

PURCHASE A TICKET AT AN AWAY GAME IN THE LAKE COUNTRY CONFERENCE. 

 All schools in the conference will require masks to be worn at all times in the gym. 

 All schools ask that you social distance as much as possible and sit as family groups. 

 Cheerleaders from visiting schools will not be permitted on the floor. 

 Schools are limited to 15 varsity players on the bench. 

 Some schools will clear the gym between junior high games. 

 Junior High teams can only travel 12 players per grade 
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Other Away Games 

Not all games are conference games. Byng Schools will communicate with other schools outside of our 

conference one week ahead of the scheduled game to discuss the protocols they have in place.  Once 

that plan is known, Byng Schools will communicate that to parents via our website. 

Byng Schools may cancel games with schools who do not have a mask requirement in their gyms. 

 

OSSAA Protocols:  To be used for Elementary, Junior High, and High School games 

No handshakes between officials, coaches, team members prior to or after the game. 

The Oklahoma Secondary Schools Athletic Association has informed schools that masks will be required 

at all playoff events.  They also indicated that the requirement will be enforced, unlike events that were 

held outside such as football, fall baseball, and softball. 

 


