
PHS PARENTS & STUDENTS 
 
Highlighted text is new 
 
At the end of this letter are two forms:  

1. The form necessary to check out a chromebook.  Parents may print and fill out the form 
prior to checking out a chromebook for their student at the school.  Forms will also be 
available at the school beginning on August 3. 

2. The commitment form for students choosing remote virtual learning.  This form needs to 
be completed and returned to the school electronically or on paper. 

 
We are excited to be preparing for school to begin again at PHS.  Although there are many things that 
will be different, the staff’s commitment to providing our students an outstanding education has not 
changed.  As we approach the beginning of school I want to share information which will answer some 
of the questions our students and parents may have.  Some information has already been shared in the 
survey sent to you a week ago.  This information will be updated periodically, and we will send you a 
message as it is updated. 
 

● PHS students will be participating in a regular schedule of 8 periods a day.  PISD will be providing 
a breakfast and lunch free of charge again this year to students. 

 
● All parents of PHS students should have an Ascender Parent Portal created as well as having 

registered their student(s) through the online process 
 

● PHS students will need a device other than a cellular device to complete assignments this school 
year in both on-campus and off-campus instructional formats.  This device will need to have a 
USB port and a camera.  If a student does not have an appropriate device, they can check one 
out from the school for a fee of $25 for the entire year.  Students will be using these devices 
throughout their high school career and will be assigned the same device in future years. 
Because of this, it is in each student’s best interest to take good care of their device. Students 
will also be responsible financially for lost or excessively damaged devices. 

 
● The aforementioned device is the most important school supply PHS students will need to have 

and bring to each class, every day, along with a charging cord.  Additional supplies required by 
classroom teachers will be limited to facilitate parents being able to provide their students the 
necessary materials needed in class. Earbuds that can connect to his/her device will be a 
necessity for many classes.  Students should bring their device on the first day of school 
to begin instruction. 

 
● At this time paper packets are not available for off campus learning.  The off-campus learning 

option for PHS students will be provided in a synchronous format.  Students will be required to 
login and participate in each of their classes via the internet at the regularly scheduled times.  

 
► This means remote learning students will start at 7:55 AM with their first class and end 

at 3:45 PM with their last class.  They will have a lunch break when students on campus 
do, as well as 4 minute breaks between classes.  



► Students and parents will need to ensure they have sufficient data limits and high 
speed internet service to support the video based synchronous learning for the 8 class 
periods a day, every day.  

► Students not logging in and/or participating in each class period will be counted absent.  
► Students are required to be in attendance 90 percent of the time in order to receive 

credit for the semester.  
► If a student chooses to participate in off-campus learning at the beginning of the year, 

they will be able to switch back to on campus learning at the end of the 9 week grading 
period if they choose to do so, but not before.  Students requesting remote learning, will 
need to sign an agreement before school begins affirming their choice.  This agreement 
will be available on July 30 online and at the school.  Once this is signed, they are 
obligated to that choice until the end of the 9 weeks grading period. 

► Off- campus students may also need to occasionally come to the campus at scheduled 
times to complete labs, assessments, and exams. Those students in honors or advanced 
classes must complete exams and assessments at school in a proctored setting. 
 

● Regardless of whether a student attends via remote learning or in person, they will be subject to 
state attendance requirements and the regular local grading policy.  The grades recorded will be 
based on mastery of student assignments and assessments, not on participation or as they were 
in the spring semester.  The remote learning activities, assignments, and assessments will be 
just as academically rigorous as those on campus, including requirements for participation and 
due dates. 
 

● Some CTE courses will only be available on campus due to technical and performance 
requirements.  PHS counselors are calling students whose survey indicates they are in one of 
these classes and have elected to participate in remote learning. 

 
● Students who are sent home, involuntarily, due to quarantine or CoVid 19 illness, will receive 

their learning synchronously unless they do not have the necessary network capabilities.  In this 
case the instruction will be provided asynchronously. 

 
● Breakfast will be served in a grab-and-go format.  Upon arrival on campus, students will go to 

the cafeteria to receive a to-go breakfast and then proceed to their 1st period class.  Breakfast 
will be eaten in the classroom before the 7:55 AM start of 1st period.  
 

● Students arriving at a teacher’s classroom before 7:30AM should stand on the designated 
markers outside of the classroom to observe social distancing. 

● On campus students will eat lunch in the cafeteria.  There will be four lunch periods to facilitate 
as much distancing between students as possible during the lunches. Tables will be sanitized 
between lunches and a divider will separate students on either side of the table.  Social 
distancing markers will be on the floor to designate student distancing while in lines. To 
accommodate the addition of the fourth lunch, the school day will end at 3:45 PM. 

 
● Students and staff on campus are required to wear a face covering throughout the day, which 

can be removed in only a few circumstances.  Students should bring an appropriate face 
covering that is comfortable every day. 

 



● Hand sanitizer will be available in every classroom for students to use upon entering and exiting. 
Student seating will be arranged to facilitate as much social distancing as possible.  Students 
desks and tables will be sanitized between each class. 

 
● Teachers will observe social distancing practices during the class as much as possible.  Also, 

students will be seated as far apart as possible and facing the same direction in classrooms. 
 

● Students may carry their device and other supplies in a backpack or appropriate bag.  They may 
also request a locker to be assigned to them at no charge.  Students requesting a locker must 
place a lock on the locker. Students may not share a locker. 

 
● There will be designated doors for entry and exit, as well as directions on which stairwell to use 

for ascent and descent.  These directions will reduce hallway congestion and aide students in 
maintaining distance between themselves. 
 

● Interior doors will remain open as much as possible to reduce the touching of common surfaces. 
 

● Water fountains will only be available to fill students’ containers, not to drink from directly. 
Students are encouraged to bring their own water bottle that can be filled throughout the day. 
 

● Students will be able to participate in a drive-by pickup of their schedule and other information 
on Monday, August 10.  

► Due to the number of students we have and the need for social distancing, PHS 
will have schedule pick-up August 10, 2020, from 8:30-6:00 using a "drive-by" 
format much like the "paper packet" pick-up in the spring. This format will allow 
students to remain in their vehicles when receiving schedules. 

  
► Students should follow this schedule for pick-up: 

 Freshmen: 8:30-10:30 

 Sophomores: 11:00-1:00 

 Juniors: 1:30-3:30 

 Seniors: 4:00-6:00 

  
► Students will receive their schedules in the following areas:  

LAST NAME: A-L Visitor Side Ticket Booth 
LAST NAME: M-Z Home Side Ticket Booth 

   
► In the event of rain, each grade level will keep their designated time, however, 

ALL students will use the awning by the bus loading/cafeteria area.   
  

► We realize that there may be some times of inconvenience for some students 
and/or families. If students are unable to come during the designated times for 
their specific grade level, they may come when they have the opportunity, 
however, they are encouraged to make every effort possible to come during their 
designated times for safety purposes. 
 



 
● Students will receive their student ID card in the packet with their printed schedule on August 

10. This card will be used for receiving meals whether they are participating in on campus or 
remote learning, as well as for checking out school property.  The first ID card is issued to 
students at no cost, but subsequent cards have a five-dollar replacement fee. 

 
● Parents may check out a device for their student from the PHS library beginning the week of 

August 3. 
► Chrome Books may be checked out from the High School Library 9:00-3:00 Monday, 

August 3-Friday, August 7 and Monday, August 10-Wednesday August 12.   
► Only one person is allowed in the library at a time. 
► Chairs which are socially distanced will be set up for the waiting line. 
► A mask or other face covering must be worn. 
► Please sanitize your hands at the door of the library. (Sanitizer provided) 
► You will need to bring your filled out and signed permission form. (Available with 

schedule pick up or at the front foyer of the High School.) 
► You will need to bring $25.00 exact payment. No change will be available. 

 
● Students participating in remote learning may still participate in UIL sponsored activities before 

and after school.  They may also participate in the UIL sponsored class, within some restrictions 
and guidelines.  Two of the foremost restrictions are that they may not be on campus 
unsupervised and may not be late to the next synchronous class in their schedule.  Students 
should contact their UIL sponsor for more information, and be aware that failure to follow these 
guidelines will result in being removed from and not being allowed to participate in the 
program. 

 
● The student dress code was published in the Pittsburg Gazette for everyone.  It will also be 

available in the Student Handbook, which will be available online next week. 
 

● At the conclusion of the day, those students who are car riders will be released first.  These 
students are expected to exit the parking lot quickly to accommodate the school busses.  Bus 
riders will be released at 3:45PM to the commons area and cafeteria.  Those whose bus arrives 
in the first group will wait outside, while those whose bus arrives in the second group will wait in 
the cafeteria in the designated seats. 
 

● The Food Service department will be feeding students each day, Monday - Friday, in a Grab-n-Go 
format for virtual learners. Meals will be served at the Ticket Booth at the new football stadium 
from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. and at the Intermediate/Elementary cafetorium from 9:15 a.m. - 
10:00 a.m. at the cafeteria doors along the car pick-up lane. 
 

● From the Math Department: 
 

Dear Parent/Student 
 
Attached below you will find a link to a google form which will allow you to check out a 
calculator through Pittsburg High School.  This form will serve as a substitute for the paper copy 
form which you have turned in the previous years.  Please be aware that you will also be 

http://a.m.at/
http://a.m.at/
http://a.m.at/


receiving a paper copy in your packet which you will be given when you pick up your schedule.  
As we have done in the past, you can fill this form out and return to your teacher, if you prefer.  
Please be aware that if you still have a calculator from last year which you failed to return, if you 
return it and turn in either of the forms it will be returned to you.  If you fail to bring it back you 
will not be allowed to check a new calculator until you have taken care of the fine.  We look 
forward to seeing you in a few days, and we are excited for the new school year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mike Lee 
Math Department Coordinator 
 
https://forms.gle/anmtugtyNzSFpiHd7 
 
 

● Teachers are placing a video of introduction to students and parents in their google classrooms. 
As soon as students receive an invitation to a classroom via their school gmail, login and check 
out your teachers. 

 
 
Although the format of instructional activities will be different in many ways during the 2020-2021 
school year, the staff and administration is just as committed to providing students an outstanding 
education.  We look forward to serving our students, parents, and community, and making this year a 
great year to be a Pirate! 
 
 
 
  

https://forms.gle/anmtugtyNzSFpiHd7


Pittsburg ISD  
Chromebook/Laptop 

Device Deployment Policy 

 
Receiving and returning your device: 

Devices and chargers will be distributed at the beginning of the school year. Parents & Students must sign 
and return the Device Deployment Policy before the device can be issued to the student. Student 
devices and chargers will be collected at the end of each school year. 

 
Any student who transfers out of PISD will be required to return their device and charger. If a device is not 
returned, the parent/guardian will be held responsible for payment in full. 

 
Device usage fee: 

PISD will require a $25 usage fee for all devices. A student that has paid their usage fee in full will be 
entitled to the accidental damage coverage. 

 
This usage fee will cover one major service issue due to accidental damage per calendar year. Items such 
as broken screens, keyboards, etc.. will be covered. Additional accidental damage claims will be billed at 
the actual cost of the repairs. Intentional damage, vandalism, or loss of device will not be covered in any 
way.  

 
BYOD: (High School) 

Any student that wishes to use their own personal device can choose to Bring Your Own Device. Students 
using their own device will not be required to provide a usage fee. They will be responsible for all 
maintenance and use of their own devices. The PISD technology department will not provide support for 
personal devices beyond general guidelines. 

 
Using your device: 

The device is intended for use at school each and every day. All students are required to take their device 
home every night throughout the year for charging. devices must be brought to school each day in a fully 
charged condition. 

 
Students are to abide by the PISD acceptable use policy 
 
Device identification: 

Devices will be labeled with a Serial Number and Barcode Label. 
Under no circumstances are students to modify, remove, or destroy the identification labels.  

 
 
Technical support: 

The PISD Tech Department will be available for technical support. Students will notify their teacher for 
any device matters on campus. For after hours support please call 903-853-9999. 

  



Student/Parent Signature Page 
 

Student Information 
 
Last Name___________________________ First Name_______________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone_________________________ Cell Phone________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Information 
 
Last Name___________________________ First Name_______________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone_________________________ Cell Phone________________________________ 
 
Device Use Fee Acknowledgement 
 
Pittsburg ISD will require a $25 use fee for all district devices. This fee helps to cover repair costs associated with 
maintaining the district’s devices. The use fee will cover the first accidental damage repair each year.  Any damages 
after the first repair will incur additional repair costs. Damages resulting from vandalism will not be covered by the 
fee.  Please sign below in acknowledgement of this policy. 
 
 
 
Student:____________________________________     Date:__________________ 
 
Parent:____________________________________     Date:___________________ 
 
 
 
 
Barcode:____________________________ 
(For staff use) 
 
  



              
                      Pittsburg ISD Virtual Learning Commitment Form 

 
Student Name/Nombre del estudiante 
 
First Name/Nombre:_______________________________________________________________ 
Last Name/Apellido: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Student Date of Birth/Fecha de nacimiento: _________________________________________ 
 
Student I.D. Number/Nümero de identificación: _____________________________________ 
 
Grade for school year 2020-2021/Nivel escolar: ______________________________________ 
 
Student Campus for school year 2020-2021/Escuela: ________________________________ 
 
After reviewing the PISD Virtual Learning Plan contained in the District Return to School Plan located on 
the PISD website in the PISD Strong Start link: 
Después de revisar el plan del aprendizaje virtual del distrito y el plan del regreso a clases de mi hijo/a 
localizada en el enlace PISD Strong Start del distrito: 
 
I agree to the requirements stated in the Virtual Learning Plans mentioned above and confirm that the 
student listed above is committing to attend the PISD Virtual Learning program for the entire grading 
period.  
Estoy de acuerdo con los requisitos de los planes del aprendizaje virtual, yo confirmo que mi hijo/a se 
compromete asistir el programa del aprendizaje virtual del distrito.  
 
 
Parent/Guardian/Padre/Guardián    (Print Name)(Imprime nombre)    ______________________ 
Date/Fecha ________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature/Firma del Padre/Guardián 
 


