
VERNON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT  
IDENTIFICATION PROCEDURES AND PROCESSESS 

FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED GRADES KINDERGARTEN-12 
 

Vernon Independent School District has board approval on the identification procedures and 
processes of students K-12 for the services of the Gifted/Talented Program. These procedures 
meet state requirements (§29.121 & TAC 89.1) and have been designed to ensure the 
identification of any student who demonstrates educational need for the services of the program 
under the established guidelines. 

Texas Administrative Code §89.1: Student Assessment. School districts shall develop 
written policies on student identification that are approved by the local board of trustees and 
disseminated to parents. The policies must: 

(1) Include provisions for ongoing screening and selection of students who perform, or 
show potential for performing, at remarkably high levels of accomplishment in the 
areas defined in the Texas Education Code, §29.121; 

(2) Include assessment measures collected from multiple sources according to each 
area defined in the Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students; 

(3) Include data and procedures designed to ensure that students from all populations 
in the district have access to the assessment process and, if identified as having 
significant educational need for advanced academics, services for the 
gifted/talented program; 

(4) Provide for final qualification of students (through a blind process) to be made by a 
committee of at least three local district educators who have received training in the 
nature and needs of gifted students; and 

(5) Include provisions regarding furloughs, reassessment, exiting of students from 
program services, transfer students, and appeals of district decisions regarding 
program placement.  

VERNON ISD Identification Timeline: 

 Kindergarten 1st-12th Grade 

Referral procedures published December December 

Referrals accepted from parents, 
teachers, community members 

December December 

Screenings, assessments and 
reassessments (6th graders) conducted 
after written parental permission 
obtained 

January January-March 

Gifted/Talented committee meets on 
grade completed screenings 

February May 

Written parental permission for services 
obtained for identified students 

February August 

Services begin for identified or re-
identified students 

March August 

*Students new to Vernon and who have not been identified in a previous school district will 
be considered in the fall on a case-by-case basis. 

DISSEMINATING INFORMATION 

Anyone may nominate a student for the program at the period of annual referrals listed on 
the timeline above.  Referral forms are available in each campus office and/or on the district 
web site.  Referral forms may be submitted to the campus office only during the time period 
of referral acceptance. Late referrals will not be accepted.  The screening instruments will 
match the program's services.  



Parents are informed of the identification policies through the district or campus handbook, 
and/or the district website, and/or by request of the written policy and procedures for the 
Gifted/Talented program. In addition, parent awareness sessions are held each November. 

REFERRAL PROCESS 

Referrals can originate from teachers, students, parents or community members during the 
referral period.  Secondary students may self-nominate during the referral period.  Students 
are nominated with a formal referral sheet to be given to the campus office. Written parent or 
guardian permission is required to screen/assess a student. If a parent does not want his/her 
child to be screened, this information will be documented. 

SCREENING/ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

A student profile is used to identify those students who perform, or show the potential for 
performing, at remarkably high levels of accomplishment relative to their age, peers, 
experience, or environment.  The profile will reflect a minimum of three (3) criteria used in 
the assessment.  The criteria used will be a combination of qualitative and quantitative 
instruments and may include: 

 School Abilities Test  

 Achievement Test  

 Divergent Thinking Assessment  

 Teacher Parent Rating Scales  

 Student interview; and/or 

 Parent Rating Scales  
QUALIFICATION PROCESS 

The student profile identifies the student’s strengths and weaknesses. The percentiles and/or 
scores from the assessment instruments are plotted on the student profile. Each student's 
profile is individually evaluated by the Gifted/Talented Committee through a blind (no name) 
process. A student clearly qualifies for Gifted/Talented services if the majority of the 
evidence on the profile falls within the High and/or Superior ranges on the profile. The 
decision is based on the committee's observation of the preponderance of the evidence on 
the student's profile. 

The Gifted/Talented committee consists of at least three district educators. All committee 
members have been trained in nature and needs of gifted students. The Gifted/Talented 
Committee makes a professional judgment based on the recorded student profile data. As 
the committee evaluates the data on the students nominated, the committee has three 
options: 

 The preponderance of profile data indicates the student exhibits educational need 
and would benefit from the services offered in the Gifted/Talented.  

 There is insufficient evidence in the documentation at this time indicating the 
student's educational needs would best be met by the Gifted/Talented program. The 
preponderance of evidence indicates the student’s educational needs would best be 
served with the services of the regular curriculum. 

 Further information is requested for the committee to make a qualification decision. 
 

Once the identification process is complete, parents or guardians are notified of the 
Gifted/Talented Committee’s decision via U.S. Mail within ten school days. Parents of all 
screened students may request a conference to examine their child’s assessment results.  
Request should be made through the student’s home campus. 

The Gifted and Talented Assessment folder for qualifying and non-qualifying students will 
transfer to the current campus within the district.  A purple copy of the qualifying Assessment 
Profile will be placed in the student’s permanent record. 


