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As the face of education changes, 
so do the wants and needs of 
those preparing to enter school 

for the first time.

Leslie Woodard, Coordinator of the 
Home Instruction for Parents of 
Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY) program 
at the Northeast Arkansas Education 
Cooperative in Walnut Ridge, said the 
project is a valuable resource for families 

eligible to enroll. “Kindergarten is not 
like it used to be,”said Woodard. “They 
are doing things in kindergarten now we 
used to not see until the third grade. The 
expectations today are so much higher.”

HIPPY is a 30-week school readiness-
parent involvement program for parents 
of three-, four- and some five-year-old 
children. Its goal is to prepare both child 
and family for success in school and 
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beyond. “We stress that we will hold 
them accountable for our once-a-week, 
one-hour, sessions,” Woodard said. 
“It’s for thirty weeks, in the comfort 
of their own homes, and we go in not 
in any judgmental way, but go in with 
resources that can help point them in the 
right direction when help is needed.”
 
For instance, if they notice clothes 
hanging on an outside clothes line 
because the family has no washer and/
or dryer, they will try to help gain access 
to those appliances. “We take in families, 
then try to meet the different needs 
or find resources for them,” Woodard 
added. “We try to bring the resources to 
light in order to enable them to be the 
greatest they can be.”
 
According to information provided 
by Woodard, the program serves 
families from diverse ethnic and 
geographic groups. Although HIPPY is 
for any parent who wants educational 
enrichment for his or her child, the 
HIPPY model was designed to remove 
barriers to participation due to poverty, 
social isolation, and other issues. All 
lessons and storybooks are available in 
English and Spanish.
 
Parents are provided a set of carefully 
developed curriculum, books and 
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Back row: Leslie Woodard- HIPPY Coordinator, Laura Richards- Home-
Based Educator for Greene County; front, Tammy Montgomery- 
Home-Based Educator for Lawrence & Randolph County, April 
Brantley- Home-Based Educator for Sharp and Lawrence County, 
and Cheryl Gookin- Home-Based Educator for Clay County. 

materials designed to strengthen 
their children’s cognitive skills, early 
literacy skills, and social/emotional 
and physical development. HIPPY runs 
concurrently with the school year and 
is staffed by a professional coordinator 
and well-trained home-based educators, 
serving families in Clay, Greene, 
Jackson, Lawrence, Randolph and Sharp
counties free of charge. It is funded 
by Arkansas Better Chance/Arkansas 
Department of Education.
 
“The biggest thing people need to know,” 
Woodard said, “is that for qualifying 
families we will work on kindergarten-
ready skills for their children. We strive 
to have the kids ready from Day One 
for kindergarten. We fill in the gaps; we 
can provide them with resources maybe 
they don’t otherwise have access to. I 
guess I would say to them, ‘Let us help 
you.’ That’s what we’re trying to do.”
 
Those interested in learning more about 
the program should call the cooperative 
at 870-886-3212.
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