
Tar heel Shared Reader Professional Development 
 

The Center for Literacy and Disability Studies out of UNC chapel hill has two 
different module series that could be done by Paras or teachers. Here are links 

and descriptions of what is covered in the Shared Reader Modules.  
 
https://www.sharedreader.org/professional-development-modules/ 
 
A comprehensive set of free professional development modules provide training and examples 
of Tar Heel Shared Reader teaching practices. Each module requires between 45-60 minutes to 
complete. Various formats allow for flexibility in order to best meet scheduling needs. 
 
What is Shared Reading? 
Shared reading is an evidence-based intervention that can help improve language, 
communication, and interaction skills while building understanding of print concepts. During 
shared reading, adults focus on maximizing interact page-by-page while working toward helping 
students lead the interaction. 
 
Module 1 
Tar Heel Shared Reader Overview 
An overview of the Tar Heel Shared Reader Project. Tar Heel Shared Reader specifically 
targets those students who have a significant cognitive disability and are not yet reading, or who 
read words but don’t read text with comprehension. It is also appropriate for students who never 
choose to read even though they can. 
 
Module 2 
Follow the CAR 
This module discusses the acronym CAR (comment, ask for participation, respond) and how it 
can be used to plan comments during shared reading 
 
Module 3 
Changing Practice through Self-Reflection 
Participants will learn about a key professional development strategy called self-reflection.  Also 
addressed is the value of using self-reflection to think about instructional practice and how it 
helps make the kind of changes that will improve shared reading lessons and impact student 
outcomes. 
 
Module 4 
Selecting Good Books in Tar Heel Shared Reader 
In this module, you will learn about what to consider when selecting books for shared reading. 
How your students’ ability to understand language and the ways they communicate influence 
the books you select will be discussed. The many book choices in the Tar Heel Shared Reader 

https://www.sharedreader.org/professional-development-modules/


interface, which are available at every grade level, in a wide variety of academic content and 
interests, will also be reviewed. 
 
Module 5 
Responding and Adding More 
Participants will learn about all of the ways we can respond to our students so that we can help 
them build their communication skills during shared reading.  What to do when students do not 
respond at all, what to do when students only use facial expressions, gestures, or unintentional 
behaviors and what to do when students use words, signs, or graphic symbols will be reviewed. 
The information in this module will help you decide which strategies are most appropriate for 
each of the students in our classroom. 
 
Module 6 
Putting the CROWD in the CAR 
This module discusses an approach for expanding and refining your shared reading practice 
called the CROWD (Whitehurst et al., 1988). Using the CROWD will help you move your 
students beyond participation and interaction toward language development. Each element of 
the CROWD will be explained. The module also describes when teachers and students should 
begin using the CROWD approach. 
 
Module 7 
Making Comments about Print 
This module will help you expand the types of comments you make when you are following the 
CAR or putting the CROWD in the CAR. After completing the module, you will be able to: 
identify the three main areas of focus for print referencing that will support drawing student 
attention to the print and generate comments about the print and the content of the book. 
 
 
 
 
 


