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FAPE standard under Rowley 

Amy Rowley: Student with Hearing Impairment; progressing 
through regular curriculum 

 

2-Prong Test to determine FAPE: 

1.  Appropriate education for the student 

2.  Some educational benefit (10th Circuit Court said more 
than minimal or “de minimus”) 



+
Endrew F. Case 

n  Student with Autism in 10th Circuit Court 

n  Attended public school through 4th grade 

n  Parents believed progress stalled and claimed  5th grade IEP 
same as 4th, enrolled him in private school & sought 
reimbursement from district 

n  10th Circuit applied Rowley standard for more than minimal 
services (more than “de minimus”) 

n  Public School prevailed  

n  Parents appealed 

n  U.S. Supreme Court revised FAPE standard (prong 2) 



+New Standard to FAPE (prong 2) 
from the Endrew F. case ruling 

 

“a school must offer an IEP 
reasonably calculated to 
enable a child to make 

progress appropriate in light of 
the child’s circumstances.” 



+
More than Minimal (“de minimus”) 

“Reasonably calculated…in light of the child’s circumstances” - 
judgment of school officials along with parent input as part of team 

 

v Students fully integrated – IEPs developed to 
enable passing marks and advancing from grade 
to grade 
 

v Students not expected to advance with grade-
level peers (in light of their circumstances) – 
appropriately ambitious IEP goals and 
challenging objectives 



+
Legal Disputes 

n  When challenged, School Officials must provide a Clear and 
Persuasive Explanation for decisions and how IEP is 
calculated to enable the child to make progress appropriate 
in light of their circumstances 

n  How? Based on What? 



+
DOCUMENTATION 

n  Present Levels – be specific what student can do in light of 
their circumstances in relation to general education peers 
and what their needs are, and support with data 

n  Document Parent/LEDM input 

n  Goals/Services/Placements reflect student needs in light of 
their circumstances 

n  Accurate PWN (ESC-99) & Parent Rights given 

n  Meeting Notes 



+
MEETING NOTES  
 
 NOW REQUIRED FOR ALL : 

• IEP MEETINGS 

• EVALUATION MEETINGS 

• RE-EVALUATION MEETINGS 
•  (and other meetings as deemed necessary) 

See ESC-355 for Meeting Notes tool 



+

Part 2: 
WebKIDSS   

Improvements 
&  

Updates 



+What does a good present level 
section include? 

Strengths 

 

Needs 

 

Current Performance 

 

Impact of exceptionality on progress in the general education 
curriculum 



+What are the components of any 
service section? 

How often a student does not need help 

 

The areas the student will need help 

 

When, Where and why 

 

Frequency, Location and Duration 



+ What is the recommended order for 
determining services for a student? 

Ask the LEDM(s) 

 

Present Levels            Goals             Services 

 

Services              Present Levels             Goals 

 

Goals              Services                 Present Levels  



+ What does the acronym FAPE 
stand for? 

Free appropriate public education 

 

Free appropriate private education 

 

Free amazing public education 

 

Free amazing public entertainment 

 



+ What does the acronym LRE stand 
for? 

Less Restrictive Environment 

 

Least Restrictive Education 

 

Less Restrictive Education 

 
Least Restrictive Environment 



+
WebKIDSS New Logo 



+ WebKIDSS Improvements 

² Designed to flow from district to district when transferring 
between districts that use WebKIDSS (in the future). 

² Assist in Ensuring all components are covered on the IEP 

² User Friendly Format (Buttons on the format) 

Front Screen 



+ Present Levels (PLAAFPs) 

Changes to the Present Levels 
²  There is a new section called Motor  

§  This used to be part of the health/physical section 
§  This will primarily be used by OT, PT and APE providers 

²  Academic Performance has been split into three sections: Reading, Math, and Writing 

²  Daily Living/Functional Skills 
§  In the past this area would be addressed in either the social/emotional or within the 

academic performance sections 

²  Parent Comments will be at the end of the present level screens 

 



+ Present Levels (PLAAFPs) 

Current Performance 

n  Each present level section needs to include the student’s current 
performance. 
²  Even if there is no need in a particular area, there still needs to be a sentence, 

or more, regarding the student’s performance in that area. 

 



+
Present Levels (PLAAFPs) 

n  If a need has been identified in one of the present levels, you 
will mark “yes” on the top question.   

n  If you previously marked no and typed in the student’s current 
performance, then the team decides there is a need, when you 
change the answer to yes the information you typed will carry 
over to the current performance. 

n  Once you mark yes additional boxes will pop up.  The boxes 
include a specific space to write in:  

v  student strengths, 
v  need (including parent input), 
v  current performance,  
v  and Impact of their exceptionality on their progress in the 

general education curriculum. 

 



+

Strengths 

Needs (including parent input) 

Current Performance 

Impact of exceptionality on progress in general 
education curriculum 

Most of the questions from the IEP 
questions page at the end of the IEP have 
moved to the present level sections 

Present Levels (PLAAFPs) 



+

n  Once you have the present level completed, and a need has 
been identified by the team in that particular area, you will 
also identify how the need will be met.     

n  This is at the bottom of the present level page, under the 
impact of exceptionality box. 

n  You can mark more than one area for each present level. 

Present Levels (PLAAFPs) 

How will the 
need be met? 



+

n  If you mark “goal” as being a way to meet the student’s need, 
then you will click on the “new” button to create the goal on 
that particular present level page.  

n  The goal(s) will also transfer to the “goals” page in 
WebKIDSS.  

n  The goal(s) will not print on this present level page. 

n  All of the goals will still print on the “goals” page found after 
all of the present level sections 

Present Levels (PLAAFPs) 



+

Mark “New” to create a new goal 



+

n  Why all the changes to the present level sections? 
²  Focus on Student Need 

²  Ensure FAPE   

²  Organized 

²  Easy to follow and understand 

n  Is the information needed any different than what was 
expected in previous IEPs? 
²  No.  The information is still the same, however the format is more 

of an outline to ensure all parts are included in the IEP. 

Present Levels (PLAAFPs) 



+ Parent Input 

²  Parent Input is now AFTER all of the present levels screens.  It is not the 
first thing you see on the IEP. 

²  Parent Input may also be addressed in each present level section, 
especially in the “needs” section but can also be included in any section. 

 

Parent Comments 
and Concerns 



+ Transition Services 

²  There are no changes to the transition services sections. 

 



+
Services 

n  Services sections include: special education services, related 
services, accommodations, supplementary aids and services, 
program modifications, and supports for school personnel. 

n  You are no longer required to write using a complete 
sentence format for these sections. 

n  Boxes will be on each of these pages for you to fill in: 
²  The service needed 
²  Frequency 
²  Location 
²  Duration 
²  Start and End Date (this will automatically generate on most 

screens, but not the sped and related service pages) 



+
Services 

Start by clicking “new”.  This will create the first set of boxes.  
You can add more as needed.   



+
Accommodations vs. 
Supplementary Aids 

n  What is the difference between an accommodation and a 
supplementary aid? 
²  Accommodations are a specific type of supplementary aid.   

n  Do we have to use both screens? 
²  Yes.  We have to use both to ensure all parts of the IEP transfer 

back and forth between districts/coops that utilize WebKIDSS 
when students move between districts.   

 



+
Accommodations 

 

An accommodation allows a student to complete the same 
assignment or test as other students, but with a change in the 
timing, formatting, setting, scheduling, response and/or 
presentation.  Accommodations do not alter in any significant 
way what the test or assignment measures.   

 



+
Supplementary Aids 

n  Supplementary aids and services are supports, that are to be 
provided to the child with a disability or on behalf of the 
child in general education classes or other education- related 
settings, and in extracurricular and nonacademic settings, to 
enable children with disabilities to be educated with children 
without disabilities to the maximum extent appropriate (the 
least restrictive environment) 

n  Supplementary aids and services include paraeducator 
services, assistive technology devices and services, and 
other accommodations as appropriate.  

 



+
Examples of Accommodations 

n  Extra time on tests 

n  Read aloud 

n  Separate quiet setting 

n  Shortened Spelling list 

n  Provided with an outline 

n  Note taking system for classes with a lecture setting 

n  Frequent Breaks 

n  Check in for understanding on assignments 

n  Reminders for on task behaviors 



+
Examples of Supplementary Aids 

n  Support all day for safety of student and others 

n  Sensory item such as a chewy pencil top 

n  PT exercises that the special education teacher oversees during the 
week when the PT is not working with the student 

n  Typing practice, when not enrolled in a class with that as part of the 
curriculum 

n  Alternate passing periods 



+
Accommodations & 
Supplementary Aids 

n  Take the current supplementary aids and try to place them in the 
appropriate service section, accommodation or supplementary aid. 

n  If you are unsure, your IEP coach can help you determine which 
section to use. 

n  If you are NOT adding, deleting or changing the supplementary aids 
you do NOT need to get consent on the ESC-99.   

n  It would be best practice to make a note in the consent not required 
section of the ESC-99 stating you updated the wording for the 
supplementary aids, as many will need you to clarify the Frequency, 
location, or duration with this new format.   



+
Other Parts of the IEP 

n  The rest of the IEP, up until the IEP questions at the end, has 
not changed!   



+
IEP Team Questions 

There are only 2 questions now, instead of 7.  The first 5 that 
were on the previous version of WebKIDSS are now part of their 
respective sections in the present levels. 

 



+
IEP Team Checklist 

n  There are now 6 questions instead of 5. 

n  The question asking if a general education provider 
participated in the development of the IEP has moved to this 
section. 

n  No other changes. 

 



+
Meeting Notes 

More to come tomorrow! 

 

 



+
Reminders  

n  You will not see any of the new screens and/or changes within the IEP until 
you create a new “annual” IEP record. 

n  Be sure to plan and prepare for an IEP meeting well in advance.  It will take a 
little bit longer until you get familiar with the new format. 

n  All new screens in WebKIDSS will roll up blank.  There is no way to roll 
up the current information.  (Present Levels and all Service pages with 
the exception of the transition services section) 

n  From this point forward all present levels, with the exception of health and 
general intelligence will roll up blank when creating a new “annual” IEP.   

n  All the current IEP information will roll up if an amendment IEP record is 
created.   

n  If you are not able to project and/or use your computer during an IEP 
meeting to make changes in WebKIDSS, be sure you have a good draft 
started and printed to ensure you have all sections printed in case changes 
need to be made. 

 

 



+
Contact Information 

If you have any IEP questions or questions regarding WebKIDSS 
please contact your IEP Coach.   


