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Introduction 

We have created this plan to aid in navigating the reestablishment of our school where 

employees, students, and families feel safe and to reduce the impact of COVID-19 conditions 

upon returning to the district. The guidelines referenced in this plan are based on guidance from 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO). 

Regular updates will be made to this plan based on information provided by the CDC, WHO, and 

applicable federal, state and local agencies. 

 

 

Section I: On-Site Safety Procedures 

 
Facility Safety Precautions 
Classrooms 

 Classrooms will be arranged to promote social distancing as much as age appropriate and 

possible for the facility. 

 Classes will be allowed and encouraged to utilize larger spaces when available and 

appropriate. 

 In classrooms where students are regularly within 6 feet of one another, L-K CISD will 

ensure that hand sanitizer is available for frequent use as needed. 

 Hand sanitizer and/or hand washing stations with soap will be available in each 

classroom. 

 Heavily used areas of classrooms will be disinfected between each class. 

 Students will be provided the opportunity to clean their own spaces before and after they 

are used, in ways that are safe and developmentally appropriate. 

 

Campus Wide Disinfecting 

 L-K CISD will institute more frequent cleaning practices, including additional cleaning 

by janitorial staff. 

 Common areas such as libraries, conference rooms, gyms, and hallways will be 

disinfected at the end of each day. 

 Heavily used areas of cafeterias, such as table tops, will be disinfected between each use.  

 Shared equipment and appliances will be disinfected between each use. 

 Water fountains will not be accessible, but water bottle refill stations will be made 

available to students 
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Personal Safety 
Training 

● Staff will be trained on COVID-19 protocols as directed by Texas Education Agency and 

the University Interscholastic League as it pertains to protocols of Linden-Kildare CISD 

during August Professional Development In-service. 

● Students will be trained on COVID-19 symptoms and prevention through hygiene, social 

distancing, and personal protective equipment. This training will occur the first day of 

school explaining the steps L-K CISD is taking to ensure safety as well as the 

expectations of personal responsibilities of students while at school or school sponsored 

events. 

 

Close Contact (Defined) 

This document refers to “close contact” with an individual who is lab-confirmed to have 

COVID-19. Close contact is determined by an appropriate public health agency. For clarity, 

close contact is defined as: 

o being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or 

o being within 6 feet for cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, additional 

factors like case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and the 

potential close contact have been consistently and properly masked), ventilation, 

presence of dividers, and case symptomology may affect this determination. 

Either (a) or (b) defines close contact if it occurred during the infectious period of the case, 

defined as two days prior to symptom onset to 10 days after symptom onset. In the case of 

asymptomatic individuals who are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, the infectious period is 

defined as two days prior to the confirming lab test and continuing for 10 days following the 

confirming lab test. 

 

Quarantine Consideration 

In the event you have been in close contact (according to the above definition) with someone, 

you should stay home for 14 days after your last contact with that person who has tested positive 

COVID-19. Even if you test negative for COVID-19 or feel healthy, you should stay home 

(quarantine) since symptoms may appear 2 to 14 days after exposure to the virus.  If at any point 

during the 14 days you experience symptoms or test positive for COVID-19, please refer to the 

section below on Return to School Requirements. 

 

Students required to quarantine will automatically be switched to virtual learning during the 

quarantine period.  If they don’t show symptoms during that time, they may return to campus 

after the 14 days. 

 

Health Screening 
● When screening any individual to check for symptoms of COVID-19, L-K CISD staff 

will only require the individual to provide “Yes” or “No” to the overall statement that 
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they are symptomatic for COVID-19, as opposed to asking the individual for specific 

symptom confirmation.  

● L-K CISD will not collect information during screening on the specific health 

information of an individual beyond that they are symptomatic. 

● Once it is determined that individuals who responded “Yes” to this question have met the 

criteria for re-entry, L-K CISD will destroy the individual’s response. 

 

Staff Screening 

To help prevent the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the potential risk of exposure to our 

employees and students, we will be requiring employees to complete a self-screening which 

includes a temperature reading and answering a set of questions related to COVID-19 symptoms 

including: 

 Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees 

Fahrenheit  

 Loss of taste or smell  

 Cough  

 Difficulty breathing  

 Shortness of breath  

 Fatigue  

 Headache  

 Chills  

 Sore throat  

 Congestion or runny nose  

 Shaking or exaggerated shivering  

 Significant muscle pain or ache  

 Diarrhea  

 Nausea or vomiting 

All screening information will be kept confidential by the office of the superintendent and the 

district nurse. Teachers and staff must report if they themselves have COVID-19 symptoms or 

are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and, if so, they must remain off campus until they meet the 

criteria for re-entry. Additionally, staff must report if they have had close contact with an 

individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and if so, must remain off campus until the 14-

day incubation period has passed. 

 

Student Screening 

● Parents/Guardians are expected to screen their students for COVID-19 symptoms prior to 

sending their students to school checking for symptoms as listed above. 

● Teachers will monitor students closely and refer to the nurse if symptoms are present. 

● L-K CISD will screen students as needed throughout the day. 
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Masks 

 L-K CISD teachers, staff, and visitors will comply with the governor’s executive order 

regarding the wearing of masks or face shields. 

 Students 10 years old (4th grade) and older are expected to follow the governor’s 

executive order while within “close proximity” of others as defined in this document.  

 Children under the age of 10 are not required to wear masks.  However, it is determined 

that masks can help keep the virus from spreading.  Therefore TEA recommends all 

students wear masks.   

 For students in PK-3, the determination of whether wearing a mask is developmentally 

appropriate is up to the student’s parent or guardian. 

 It may not be developmentally appropriate for some other students, including some 

students with disabilities, to wear masks. 

 It may be impractical for students to wear masks or face shields while participating in 

some non-UIL athletic or other extracurricular activities.  

 L-K CISD may, for example, allow students who are actively exercising to remove masks 

or face shields, as long as they maintain at least six feet of distance from other students, 

teachers, and staff who are not wearing masks or face shields.  

 L-KCISD will require students, teachers, and staff to wear masks or face shields as they 

arrange themselves in positions that will allow them to maintain safe distancing. 

 Students will need to provide their own personal facemasks or shields. 

 Parents are asked to train younger students how to appropriately wear and take care of 

their masks. 

 

 

Social Distancing 

 Social distancing is an effective way to prevent potential infection. L-K CISD employees, 

students, parents, and visitors should practice staying approximately 6 feet away from 

others and eliminating contact with others. 

 For younger students, campus will be marked throughout the campus to help remind 

students what is appropriate distance. 

 

 

Hygiene 
Students, teachers, staff, and campus visitors will be encouraged to sanitize and/or wash hands 

frequently. 

 L-K CISD will maintain an adequate supply of soap, disinfectant, hand sanitizer, paper 

towels, and tissues on each campus. 

 L-K CISD will maintain a supply of gloves and other protective gear. 

 Touchless thermometers will be kept on-site for employee and student screening as 

needed. 
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 L-K CISD encourages supervision of younger students as students engage in 

handwashing for at least 20 seconds two times a day, in addition to washing hands after 

using the restroom and before eating. 

 

 

Common Locations and Times 
Buses 

 Bus drivers will self- screen each day before coming to work including taking 

temperature. 

 L-K CISD will place hand sanitizer at the entry of all buses.  

 When possible, windows will be opened to allow outside air to circulate the bus.  

 Students will be spread throughout the bus as available.  

 Students ages 10 and older will wear a mask on the bus. 

 Students from same household will be allowed to sit together.  

 Parents are encouraged to drop students off, carpool, or walk their student to school to 

reduce possible virus exposure on buses. 

 Buses will be sanitized between each route 

 

 

Student Arrival and Departure 

 We ask that parents avoid dropping off students for school before 7:30 AM.  

 Students will arrive by car or bus and will enter one of the main entrances.  

 Parents/guardians will not be able to leave their cars or enter the building.  

 If parents/guardians need to meet a teacher or administrator, we ask that parent make an 

appointment.  

 Staff and students (10 years and older) will use masks upon entry and in transition. 

 At dismissal, students will be staggered in groups to holding locations or taken to buses 

in stages to decrease the risk of potential crowding outside at dismissal time.  

 Parents who wish to pick up their student before the end of the school day will need to 

call ahead so students can be sent or accompanied to parent vehicles upon arrival.  

 

Transitions - Hallways 

 Traffic Flow – L-K CISD will provide physical guides, such as tape on floors or 

sidewalks and signs on walls, to ensure that staff and children remain at least 6 feet apart 

in lines and at other times. 

 Ad-hoc Interactions/Gatherings – Non-essential/informal meetups and visiting should be 

avoided or individuals separated throughout the space. 

 

Lunch 

 No parents/visitors should be on campus for lunch.  

 Campuses will develop measures to limit students in the cafeteria based on facility 

feasibility and student age appropriateness.  
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 All cafeteria staff will be wearing masks and gloves while serving students.  

 High surfaces (serving lines) will be disinfected between service periods and use. 

 L-K CISD will utilize outdoor picnic spaces (weather permitting) and common areas of 

the buildings to allow for adequate dining space.  

 Students will be allowed to bring a lunch or eat in the cafeteria. 

 Food will not be delivered to students by visitors during the school day. 

 If a student forgets his/her food, he/she will be provided a full breakfast and lunch from 

the cafeteria. 

 

Restrooms 

 Campuses will establish maximum capacity for the facility that allows for social 

distancing. 

 Campuses will post the maximum capacity sign on the door.   

 

Locker rooms 

● While in locker rooms, students are to stay 3 to 6 feet from others.   

● Students and staff will wear masks or face shields. 

● Students will eliminate contact with others, such as handshakes, and avoid touching 

surfaces touched by others to the extent feasible.   

● Students will avoid anyone who is coughing, sneezing or appears to be sick.  

 

 

Visitors 

 L-K CISD will restrict visits to the school to only those essential to school operations. 

 All visitors will be required to follow the governor’s executive order and wear face 

masks. 

 Visitors will be screened according to symptoms of COVID-19 as determined by the 

CDC. 

 Visitors are requested to make an appointment and only arrive on campus at time of the 

meeting. 

 Visits will be limited to the designated meeting areas, and not throughout common 

student areas such as hallways or cafeterias. 

 There will not be visits to classrooms. 

 Visitors will not be allowed to have lunch with students. 

 

 

Early Student Pick-up 

 If a parent/guardian needs to pick up a student during the school day, the parent will call 

the front office from the parking lot and the student will be escorted to the 

parent/guardian’s car. 
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Delivery of Educational Necessary Supplies 

 If a parent/guardian needs to deliver supplies necessary for his/her student, the 

parent/guardian will call the school and a school employee will come get the supplies at 

the front door. 

 

 

In Case of Possible Infection 
On Campus Procedures 

● L-K CISD will immediately separate any student or employee who shows COVID-19 

symptoms while at school and that student will report to the nurse’s isolation room. 

● The student or employee showing symptoms will be given a temperature check once they 

get to the nurse’s isolation room. 

● The student will stay in the isolation room until the student can be picked up by the 

parent or guardian. 

● The isolation area and suspected employee’s or student’s work area/classroom must be 

thoroughly cleaned and disinfected, in addition to all other common surfaces recently 

touched by the employee or student.    

● L-K CISD will clean the areas used by the individual who shows COVID-19 symptoms 

while at school (student, teacher, or staff) as soon as feasible. 

● L-K CISD will close off areas that were heavily used by the individual with the lab-

confirmed case (student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those areas can 

be disinfected, unless more than 7 days have already passed since that person was on 

campus.  

● Any student requiring quarantine will transition to Remote Learning (Asynchronous) for 

the period of self-isolation. 

● L-K CISD will notify the local health department, in accordance with applicable federal, 

state, and local laws and regulation, including confidentiality requirements of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA). 

● At this time, there is not clear guidance regarding the number of positive cases that 

would lead to a classroom or campus closure. 

 

* Notification: L-K CISD will notify all teachers, staff, and families of all students in a school if 

a lab-confirmed COVID19 case is identified among students, teachers or staff who participate 

in any on-campus activities in accordance with FERPA confidentiality laws.  

 

 

Return to School Requirements 
Any individual who themselves either: (a) is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19; or (b) 

experiences the symptoms of COVID-19 must stay home throughout the infection period, and 
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cannot return to campus until the school system screens the individual to determine any of the 

below conditions for campus re-entry have been met: 

 

1. At least 24 hours have passed since recovery (no fever without the use of fever-reducing 

medications); and 

2. You have improved in respiratory symptoms (cough, shortness of breath, etc); and 

3. At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first occurred 

 

 If you have symptoms that could be COVID-19 and do not get evaluated by a medical 

professional or tested for COVID19, it is assumed that you have COVID-19 and may not 

return to work/school until the three criteria listed above have been met. 

 If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school 

before completing the above stay at home period, the individual must either (a)obtain a 

medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on an alternative 

diagnosis or (b), receive documented confirmation the individual is free of COVID-19 

via acute infection tests at an approved COVID-19 testing location. 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
Participation in extracurricular activities on campus must align with UIL and non-UIL activities. 

Use of facilities must be done consistently with the governor’s executive orders. 

 UIL guidelines can be found at www.uiltexas.org. 

 

Band, Athletics, Cheer, Ag, and More 

● L-K CISD will continue to offer extracurricular activities consistent with TEA’s guidance 

and with the guidance of UIL to all students on campus. 

● Students and staff will be trained in COVID19 safety protocols.  

● All participants, coaches, and directors will follow rules established by the University 

Interscholastic League (UIL) and the Texas Education Agency (TEA). 

● When feasible and appropriate, it is preferable for students to gather outside, rather than 

inside, because of likely reduced risk of virus spread outdoors.  

● L-K CISD will consider eliminating assemblies and other activities that bring large 

groupings of students and/or teachers and staff together.  

● Consideration is based on local conditions and health advice.  

 

Pep Rally 

● Depending on the direction of UIL requirements, and local, state, and federal regulations, 

pep rallies will be relocated outside in order to adhere to social distancing.  

● In the instance of rain or inclement weather, the pep rally will be canceled, and not 

moved into the gym. 

 

Physical Education 

● Physical education is required every day.  

● Students and teachers will utilize hand sanitizer hygiene before and after participating.  

● We will use outdoor activities as the weather permits and facilities allow.  

● Masks will be worn by teachers and students 10 and older while in P.E. except when 

actively engaged in the activity. 
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Communication Tools and Channels 
L-K CISD will continue to utilize the following means for appropriate communications for 

parents, and community concerning the progress of the district: 

● L-K CISD Webpage 

● L-K CISD Facebook page 

● Paper handouts sent home with students 

● Cass County Citizens Journal Sun 

● School Messenger calling system 

● Google Classroom 

● SeeSaw 

 

Parents are encouraged to call the front office of their respective campuses, or communicate 

through the L-K CISD helpline – lkhelpline@lkcisd.net. 

mailto:lkhelpline@lkcisd.net
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Section II: Instructional Delivery 
 

Parent Commitment 
Parents will be asked to commit to either on campus or remote instruction no earlier than two 

weeks before the start of the school year, L-K CISD may choose to limit the student’s return to 

an on-campus setting at the end of a grading period. The district will not require a student to 

remain in remote instruction for more than one grading period. However, a student who begins 

receiving remote instruction as a result of staying at home to isolate from COVID-19 exposure 

should be permitted to return to campus at the end of their isolation period, as opposed to the end 

of a grading period. 

 

For the first grading period, Remote Learners will have the opportunity to change to On-Site 

Learning after Labor Day. Learning on-site is the best case situation for students to learn and 

gain the most benefit from public school. L-K CISD also understands that parents are trying to 

determine what is best for their families and are concerned to see how school is going to work. 

For this reason, we want parents to have the opportunity to move on-site at this time. 

 

 

Electives 
Some elective courses may have coursework that can only reasonably be completed in person, 

even if some components of the course could be taught virtually (e.g., welding, CNA, woodshop, 

culinary arts). These courses will be made available to students who are otherwise learning 

virtually, although the district can require a student to come to campus to complete a required 

assignment or project for an elective course if the course requires assignments that cannot be 

reasonably completed remotely. Some courses may require a student to obtain equipment from 

campus in order to complete coursework virtually. L-K CISD will communicate which courses 

have on campus requirements before the start of the course. Failure to complete the required on-

campus assignment could cause the student to not be awarded course credit. This notification 

will ensure students have an option to select courses that can be completed remotely if desired. 

In this case, it is appropriate for students whose parents wish for them to remain fully remote to 

choose different electives that can be satisfied in a fully remote setting. Failure to appear on 

campus to complete on-campus assignments could also result in absences that could subject the 

student to the 90/10 minimum attendance for class credit requirement. 

 

 

Grading Policy 
Grading and Attendance 

To receive credit and attendance for the courses for this school year students are expected to 

complete the assignments. The grading policy is located in our campus handbooks. Grading 

policy will be the same for home learning as it is for on-campus learning. 
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Grade Point Average (GPA) 

Students participating in Remote Learning in Honors and Dual Credit courses will have the 

option of coming on campus to take assessments or eliminating that course from their GPA.  

 

Completion Protocols 

For promotion to the next grade level, students will need to have completed the requirements 

outlined in this grading policy.  A Grade Placement Committee (GPC) will be formed for any 

student at risk for being retained.   

 

 

On-Site Instruction  
LK CISD will provide on-site instructional delivery for all students following the above-

mentioned safety protocols.  

On-site instruction students will be permitted to participate in all UIL events. 

 

 

Remote (Online) Instruction  
L-K CISD will utilize what is referred to as Asynchronous Instruction for Remote 

Learning 

● Not live or in person; pre-recorded lessons;  

● students complete work DAILY on their own; self-guided using tech devices.  

● All grade levels are eligible.  

● Students not engaged in daily lessons will be marked absent.  

● Parents are expected to ensure engagement that matches or exceeds the following daily 

minimums across all subjects: 

○ Full day Pre-K – 180 minutes daily 

○ K through 5th grade – 180 minutes daily 

○ 6th through 12th grade – 240 minutes daily 

● “Engaged” is defined by TEA as progress in the district’s learning management system, 

progress from teacher-student each day; and assignments are turned in daily.  

● Grading policy will be consistent with those used on campus and in the handbook prior to 

COVID-19 for all assessments and assignments.  

● Teachers will address the same required curriculum as being presented in the classroom. 

● Students participating in Remote Learning in Honors and Dual Credit courses will have 

the option of coming on campus to take assessments or eliminating that course from their 

GPA.  
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Attendance and Enrollment 
Per Texas Education Code TEC 25.092, students must attend 90% of a course in order to be 

awarded credit for the course and/or to be promoted to the next grade level. This requirement 

remains in force during the 2020-21 school year. Given the public health situation, student 

attendance may be earned through the delivery of virtual instruction. 

 

 

Technology Devices Agreement 
In limited cases, technology devices may be issued to a student in need. This will require the 

parent or guardian to sign a district issued Device Agreement. This form outlines the acceptance 

and agreement to adhere to the guidelines and responsibilities of the device protection plan. Also, 

replacement and/or repair cost will be the responsibility of the parent or guardian. 

 

 

Please Note: 
The situation with COVID-19 is continuously changing, as are the protocols and measures 

needed to keep students and staff safe. Plans will remain flexible to accommodate potential 

change, and these guidelines may be modified as needed. We will post updates on our website, 

social media, and letters out to parents as appropriate. 

 

 


