
Celeste High School Honors English 2  

Summer Reading Assignment 

Students who are enrolled in Honors English 2 will need to read Of Mice and Men by 

John Steinbeck.  The book is available to be checked out over the summer at the 

Celeste High School Library or you may read it digitally online.  Students will need to 

read the book, complete one of the two assignments listed below and bring it with them 

on the first day of school. 

1. Creative assignment:  

 Your first project choice for the year allows you to use some creativity in 

reviewing your novel.  You will be developing a mini-poster that advertises the book you 

read.  Keep the following guidelines in mind as you work: 

 Your mini-poster must be done on construction paper (approximately 9 x 12”) 
or a small poster board (8 ½ x 11”).  Do NOT use sheets that are lined.  You 
may turn the paper vertically or horizontally. 

 The name of the book must appear in letters approximately 1 inch high across 
the top of the paper. 

 Beneath the title, divide the remainder of the paper into four equal sections.  
You will create illustrations that represent scenes from the book in each of 
these four sections. 

 Your illustrations may be drawn by hand or cut from magazines. Do not use 
illustrations from the computer that are found on a site connected with the 
book (book covers, book illustrations, etc.). 

 Keep in mind the importance of color and neatness. Minimize the amount of 
blank space on the paper. 

 You will be expected to present your mini-poster in class. 

 

Poster Grading RUBRIC 
_____ Your mini-poster includes the novel’s title in legible printing (5 points). 

 

_____ Each of the four illustrations clearly represents a scene from the book  

 (25 points). 

 

_____ Your work has been completed neatly, in accordance with the directions  

 above, and gives evidence of effort (25 points). 

 

_____ Your oral presentation includes a clear explanation of each of the four  

 scenes (20 points). 

 



_____ Your volume and pacing are appropriate (10 points). 

 

_____ You maintain good eye contact with your audience (10 points). 

 

_____ You avoid nervous gestures that distract your audience (5 points).  

 

2. Written assignment: write an analysis of a character in Of Mice and Men by 

John Steinbeck. 

Prompt: Select one character from the novel. Analyze and explain what that character 

is like at the beginning of the novel AND how that character changes throughout the 

course of the novel. 

Based on the above question, write an essay that includes: 

1. An introductory paragraph that introduces general facts about the character and 
ends in one concise statement about how he or she changes throughout the 
novel. 

2. First body paragraph that describes the traits of the character at the beginning of 
the novel. 

 provide at least three pieces of evidence (including dialogue) that 
demonstrate these traits. 

3. Second body paragraph that describes how that character changes (don’t focus 
on physical changes) throughout the course of the novel and the events that lead 
to those changes. 

 provide three examples of the changes that occur 
4.  End with a concluding paragraph to close the essay. 


