
 Top - From left to right: Devon Axelson (11), Jaime 
Hanson (11), Taelyr Blehm (12), and Tisha Gupta (9) take 
a break between debate rounds at the Pratt Invitational 
Debate tournament. Top Right- qualifying team includes 
Sheila Gulick (12) and Lillian Rageth (10). Bottom Right- 
qualifying team Hanson and Axelson.
Photos courtesy of Mr. Shawn Denton 

Debate headed to state
Valarie Morgenstern
Photography Editor 

The student is standing at the 
podium, sweat dripping down 
their forehead, judges staring 
them down, while they stand 
there just wondering whether 
or not the case they have been 
working on for weeks is good 
enough to advance them to the 
state competition.

This is what goes through 
the mind of a debate student 
during every tournament, but 
for eight members of the debate 
team, the stress has paid off, 
and they will go on to compete 
at the KSHSAA 2016-17 State 
Debate Tournament in Lyons 
on January 20 and 21. There are 
three teams that qualified for the 
tournament, including Taelyr 
Blehm (12) and Tisha Gupta (9), 
Jaime Hanson (11) and Devon 
Axelson (11), and Shelia Gulick 
(12) and Lillian Rageth (10). 

“I’m excited and thankful to 
have gotten this opportunity as 

a freshman,” Gupta said. “I think 
state will go great for us. When 
we compete our main goal is to 
have fun, but it would also be 
nice if we did well.”

Gupta’s partner, Blehm, 
also has high hopes for the 
competition. 

“I’m very excited for state 
because it is my third time 
qualifying,” Blehm said. “I think 
it’ll go great and I have a lot 
of confidence in my partner 
Tisha. It is bittersweet that this 
is my last tournament ever, but 
I am very pleased with how my 
overall debate career turned out.”

Debate coach Mr. Shawn 
Denton explains what it takes 
for the teams to qualify for the 
state tournaments.

“Each team had to 
accumulate a .500 record in a 
minimum of four tournaments 
to qualify for the tournament,” 
Mr. Denton said. “You could say 

they have been preparing for 
this all semester because they 
had to go a minimum 10-10 at 
tournaments over the novice 
division to qualify.”

For most of the teams, the 
partnership and work put into 
their cases have been an on-
going process that started a long 
time ago.

“My partner and I knew our 
resolution for our case at the end 
of last school year and started 
our other preparations at the 
beginning of this school year,” 
Hanson said. “I was extremely 
happy when we made it to state 
because all our hard work paid 
off.”

The state tournament is 
broken up into two-speaker and 
four-speaker debates, and all of 
the debaters will compete in a 
two-speaker division with their 
partners they have been working 
with for the season.

Girls’ basketball team takes steps to stateIsabella Boxberger
Staff Reporter

With sub-state only a month 
away, the girls’ basketball team is 
putting in extra effort to get to the 
top, only this year, they plan on 
making it big. 

The girls’ basketball team is 
taking all the steps needed to make 
it to state, starting with a positive 
attitude. The seniors are trying their 
best to help prepare the team for 
state and their leadership is showing. 
With the coaches’ help, all of the 
girls are working hard to get where 
they need to be to take the state.

The girls’ goal every season is to 
get to state, and it is a lot of work to 
get to that point. It is a lot of hard 
work, sweat, and hours of practicing 
together to get the girls ready to 
compete.

“We try to keep the practices really 
intense and make sure everyone is 
playing to the best of their abilities,” 
said Delainey Pospichal (12). “It’s 
also a lot of running.”

While running might not be 
in everyone’s best interests, it is 
preparing them for more than 
winning; it’s helping them outrun 
their rivals.

“We always practice hard and try 
to do more than our opponents,” 
said Pospichal.

Each member of the team is trying 
to better one another so that they 
can do well this year. They each take 
steps to better themselves and the 
team.

“Always practice as you play, it’s 
really important to give your one-
hundred percent because how you 
practice how you play,” said junior 
Jaclyn Schulte.

Most girls on the team plan on 
getting to state, and they each 
contribute to making that goal 
happen in different ways.

“I always try my best and work my 
hardest because as we challenge each 
other, we all get better together,” said 
Lauren Myers (10).

With it being the seniors last year, 
they have all taken steps to lead the 
team to the state competition.

“As a senior, I hope I have taken 
steps to make it to state,” said Sam 
Ptacek (12). “I try to stay positive in 
practice and communicate with all of 
the girls. I believe the other seniors 
have taken these steps as well.”

The coaches are helping the girls 
prepare for the rest of the season and 
state to come.

“We challenge the girls on 
daily basis to work hard and 
become better. Also, the girls are 
doing a good job of challenging 
each other. They are good about 
asking questions when they don't 
understand a play. We call out not 
only the negative things that take 
place during practice, but also all the 
positives as well,” said coach Tammi 
Buehrle. “Then the girls are also 
held accountable for their mistakes 
during practice which is paying 
off with fewer mistakes happening 

during games.”
The coaches are also challenging 

the girls to do things that will better 
their game in general.

“Practices are intense by the 
coaches demanding and challenging 
the girls to do what we know they 
can do, and then we expect them to 
do more,” said coach Buhrle.

The coaches are constantly trying 
to teach the team valuable lessons 
about the game and how to play as a 
team, by working together.

“Yes, the girls help prepare each 
other daily during drills and in 
all that we do. If the defense takes 
it easy, the offense will always 
score and not learn how to handle 
pressure. Therefore, our girls 
know they must bring their best to 
challenge each other so everyone can 
improve,” said coach Buhrle. “Doing 
drills softly and not with intensity 
will not help them or the team. 
Practicing with intensity helps them 
and our team improve so we can 
achieve our goals.”

With the end of the season still 
well on its way, the team is still 
striving to reach the goals they set 
in the beginning; have a winning 
season and get to state. 
     “I believe we will have a 
successful winning season just 
like we have had in the past years. 
Winning league and substate, as well 
as placing in the State tournament, 
are some of the goals the team has 
this season,” said coach Buhrle.
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“I think that my partner 
and I have come a long way 
from when we first started, 
so I was really excited for the 
both of us,” Gulick said. “I 
think we will do well at state 
because as Mr. Denton says, 
“Every team going deserves 

to be there.’”
There will be 12 

schools competing in 
the tournament with 24 
individual teams between 
the schools.

“It’s extremely difficult to 
place at a normal Invitational 

because there are so many 
factors that determine the 
outcome of a round, so it will 
be quite an accomplishment 
if they place at state,” 
Mr. Denton said. “I have 
confidence that we can be in 
the running.”

What does it take to be on the debate team?

“Debate takes many 
things like intelligence, 
will, time, energy, and 
commitment.”
-Lillian Rageth (10)

“I think the number one 
thing debate takes is 
confidence. If you stand 
at the podium and seem 
afraid the judges will likely 
assume you are, which 
would lead to a bad speak 
score.” –Skylar Steinle (10)

“It takes a lot of hard 
work, dedication, and 
willingness because you 
have to get up early on 
Saturday’s to compete.”
 –Lauren Myers (10)

“Debate takes a lot 
of dedication and 
willingness to sacrifice 
all free time to research 
evidence and a want to 
learn about different sides 
of an argument.”
 –Sheila Gulick (12)

“Being on the debate 
team takes many things 
but hard work and 
dedication are the most 
important.” –
Jaime Hanson (11)

How do you feel about the 
start of the season?

“We’re doing well now 
and are only going to get 
better.”
 –Samantha Leiker (11)

“I think we have been 
improving every day and 
we are doing pretty well."
-Grace Lumpkins (9)

“Our last game against 
Beloit was the best we’ve 
played as a team, but we 
are on the track to suc-
cess. We have had some 
tough losses but we have 
come through and we are 
getting back on the road 
to kickin’ booty.”
 –Maddy Roth (12)

“I feel like it’s come from 
a lot of team success and 
from our coaches and 
we’re gonna have a great 
season.”
-Jordynn Guenot (9)



Wrestling is back with a new coach

Glading hired as new band teacher
Grace Oste
Yearbook Editor

Ms. Katie 
Glading has been 
named the new 
band teacher of  
6-12 for the second 
semester.

Glading grew 
up in Oberlin, 
Kansas. After high 
school, she moved 
to Hays to attend 
Fort Hays State 
University. She has 
been involved with 
band for roughly 
13 years. Glading 
continued her 
band experience 
throughout college, 
including an elite 
performance at a 
symphony.

 “This is actually 
my first semester 
ever teaching. I did 
teach in Lawrence 
for a semester, but 
it was for student 
teaching - which 
is the last class 
that education 
majors take before 
they can become 
a teacher. I have a 
prior experience 
with bands and 
conducting bands,” 
continued Glading, 
“During my time 
at Fort Hays, I was 
one of the Drum 
Majors for the 
marching band as 
well as the Student 

PG 2 New Staff
Caleb Baldwin
Staff Reporter

Conducting her band students, Ms. Glad-
ing helps them practice new music at the 
start of the second semester.

Walking into 
the wrestling room, 
new head coach Cade 
Albert looks forward to 
the 2016-17 wrestling 
season and all the 
accomplishments the 
wrestlers are going to 
make with the goals 
they set.

Coach Albert looks 
to start out the season 
with a bang striving to 
change the mindset of 
the wrestlers to have a 
better culture at RHS.

“I want to create 
a culture that molds 
boys into successful 
young men,” Coach 
Albert continues, “I 
want to make the guys 
become accountable 
for their actions, I also 
want to give them a 

foundation of problem 
solving that they can 
carry on with them 
after wrestling and 
high school. Showing 
them that they can 
be successful with 
hard work and they 
can accomplish 
anything in life with 
a relentless effort to 
achieve their goals,” 
said Coach Albert.

With Coach Albert 
coming in, it throws 
a curveball at how 
the wrestlers are used 
to being coached by 
previous coaches 
Mr. Rodger Sells and 
Mr. Wyatt Frohling 
both having similar 
coaching styles having 
shorter practices that 
are to the point where 
the wrestlers aren’t 

burnt out at the end 
as compared to Coach 
Albert’s longer more 
intense practices.

“Personally I’m 
not a big fan of 
his coaching style 
compared to Coach 
Sells, but it is just 
something we have 
to get used to,” Cody 
Dollison (11) said. “I 
feel like the coaching 
style this year is 
quite different from 
last year, he is a very 
young coach who has 
high expectations for 
the wrestlers at the 
beginning of the year, 
and he is also doing 
a good job at making 
sure we keep each 
other accountable,” 
Caden Pfeifer (10) 
said.

Coach Albert 
wrestled in Hays since 
he was in the eighth 
grade, has also been 
an assistant coach for 
three years at Hays 
High and is currently 
a senior attending Fort 
Hays State University.

“I have been around 
wrestling since I 
was in eighth grade, 
some of my friends 
convinced me to go 
out, and I stuck with 
it ever since,” Coach 
Albert continued, “I 
have been an assistant 
coach for the past 
three years, and it 
was fun don’t get me 
wrong, but I felt I 
was ready to run my 
own program,” Coach 
Albert said.

The start of the 

season was hard for 
the wrestlers, and 
some even quit the 
sport altogether, 
but Coach Albert 
mentions that it 
needed to be tough at 
the start.

“At the beginning 
it was tough, and 
I was tough on the 
kids, but it needed to 
be that way,” Coach 
Albert continued 
“I demand the best 
out of each wrestler 
every day and I have 
high expectations for 
each of them, if they 
don’t live up to the 
expectations, I let 
them know,” Coach 
Albert said.

Coach Albert enjoys 
being the new head 
coach and is glad 

to see that the kids 
are buying into the 
culture and making 
improvements as the 
season rolls along.

“The kids buying 
into the culture 
for sure is a great 
improvement. 
Obviously, our 
wrestling skills have 
improved and the 
freshman have really 
been coming into their 
own has been fun to 
see” Coach Albert 
said.

The team is looking 
forward and preparing 
hard for regionals 
February 17-18 and 
working even harder 
for state on February 
24-25.

“There is only one 
way to prepare for 

regionals and state 
and that is with hard 
work and exceptional 
focus on the goal of 
being a state placer,” 
Coach Albert said.

Coach Cade Albert 
is the new head 
wrestling coach 
replacing Mr. Rodger 
Sells for the 2016-17 
season. The team is 
2-2 for duals as of 
January 23. 

What is you pre-match “ritual”?

“I warm up to music 
telling myself that I am 
the best and will be the 
best.”
-Kelton Suchy (12)

“I like to listen to music 
and focus on how I want 
the match to go.”
-Austin Meyer (12)

“I listen to Five Finger 
Death Punch and get 
moving around to get the 
blood flowing.”
-Cody Dollison (11)

“I warm up by stretching 
and moving around and 
then I usually bounce 
around while talking to 
friends.” 
-Rhett Pospichal (9)

“I usually stretch, listen to 
music, and pace around 
waiting for my match,”     
- Joseph Cochran (12)

Schmidt named new principal 
Taelyr Blehm
Newspaper Editor

On December 19 at 
the monthly school board 
meeting, Mrs. Donna 
Schmidt was officially 
chosen as the principal 
for Russell High School 
next year. 

Schmidt, previously 
assistant principal at 
Seamen High School, 
heard about the 
opportunity through her 
friends and family. 

“I learned about the 
opening in Russell on 
an employment board 
and from friends and 
family. There are so 
many positives about 
the opportunity. Being 
part of a great school and 
community and being 
closer to family and 
friends were my main 
considerations,” said 
Mrs. Schmidt. 

Mrs. Schmidt is 
originally from Hays and 

Above, Ms. Donna Scmidt the new principal for the 
high school. She accepted the postition on December 19 
and will begun her position the 2017-18 school year. 

has a lot of family in this 
area. Going to school 
at TMP actually helped 
her decide she wanted 
to go into the field of 
education. 

“When I was a senior 
in high school I had 
narrowed my possible 
career choices to three: 
being a teacher, lawyer, 
or journalist. At the end 
of the year, our senior 
class voted on who 
was the “most likely 
to…”  and I was voted 
most likely to return to 
TMP and teach,” said 
Mrs. Schmidt. “That 
helped give me the final 
nudge into education. 
Sometimes it takes others 
seeing something in you 
to make it obvious to 
you.”

After graduating from 
TMP, she headed to 
Kansas State University 
to pursue her career in 
education. Something 

unique about 
Mrs. Schmidt is 
she was part of 
a varsity sport in 
college. 

“I was on the 
KSU Crew team 
in college and 
earned a varsity 
letter, but I can’t 
swim.” said Mrs. 
Schmidt.

After 
graduating from 
KSU, Mrs. 
Schmidt was an 
English teacher 
and taught English 
at Junction City 
High School for 
11 years. She also 
was a sponsor 
for cheerleading, 
assistant debate 
coach, and class 
sponsor. She later 
moved into the 
administrative 
aspect of teaching 
when she accepted 
the position as 
assistant principal 
at Seamen High 
School. Now 
as she comes to 
experience her 
first principal 
position, she 
has things to be 
both nervous and 
excited about. 

“I’m most 
looking forward 
to getting to know 
the students and 
staff and then 
becoming an 

active member of 
the community. 
I’m nervous and 
excited, but I 
want to focus on 
making a smooth 
transition for 
students and staff. 
Even after 24 
years in public 
education, I get 
nervous about 
the first day of 
school.” said Mrs. 
Schmidt. 

With this new 
opportunity comes 
a time to spread 
her philosophy 
of education 
which is, “Every 
student can 
learn, and every 
student deserves 
the opportunity 
to learn and 
experience 
success.” 

As for Mrs. 
Schmidt’s plans 
as she takes this 
position she plans 
to build on the 
systems already in 
place. 

“I want to 
build on the good 
things already 
happening and 
add opportunities 
for students. I’m 
really excited 
about moving 
to Russell and 
becoming a 
Bronco.” said 
Mrs. Schmidt. 

Director for the pep 
band. I conducted the 
Symphonic Winds 
ensemble several times 
as well as played in as 
many ensembles as I 
could. Last year, the 
FHSU Brass Choir 
opened for the Dallas 
Wind Symphony. 
The infamous 
Eric Whitacre was 
conducting that night, 
and it was an amazing 
experience,” said 
Glading.

After finishing 
student teaching, 
Glading began to look 
for a job. Fortunately, 
she had connections 
that lead her back 
Russell.

“Teaching jobs can 
be very hard to find 
mid-year, so I figured 
I would check it out. I 
knew that Russell has 
a great music program 
and lots of support, so 
that also played a huge 
factor in me coming 
here,” said Glading. 
“Russell is a good 
choice for me because 
it is very supportive of 
what I do - the arts. It 
is a nice small town, 
like where I grew up.”

Many people 
along the way helped 
Glading to realize her 
love for teaching band.

“I have always 
loved music. I grew 
up with music in 
my life because my 

parents were/are 
very involved in 
music. I also had 
a very, very good 
band teacher in 
high school who 
helped me become 
a better musician,” 
said Glading. “I 
took jazz lessons 
from Brad Dawson 
for 5+ years. I 
have played in the 
Hays Symphony 
Orchestra with 
both of these 
fine musicians 
[Brad and Renetta 
Dawson] for a 
number of years 
as well. These 
two people have 
played a huge role 
in my musicality 
and education,” 
continued Glading. 
“My former 
trombone instructor 
at Fort Hays, Lane 
Weaver inspired 
me. He has been 
the biggest asset to 
my education, and I 
look up to him both 

as a conductor and 
as a trombonist.”

Through 
different 
inspirations, she is 
able to incorporate 
the different 
teaching styles. 
Glading adjusts her 
teaching style to 
make music class 
most enjoyable.

“Music should 
be something you 
enjoy doing, not 
something so strict 
that sucks the fun 
out your day. On 
the contrary, I don’t 
want my class to 
be chaos and out 
of control - so I 
do have classroom 
procedures and 
expectations. I’d 
say my teaching 
style is a happy 
medium,” said 
Glading. “We will 
tweak things in 
the program here, 
and there as we go 
along but nothing 
drastic.”



Pg 3. What’s Happening

The girls spend 
hours getting their 
makeup and hair 
just right, as the 
guys throw on a 
tie and brush their 
hair to the side. 
Everyone is stressed 
out while picking 
out Corsages and 
Boutonnieres, but 
they know the 
magic night in the 
winter air will all be 
worth it. The little 
gym gets full and 
the high scholars 
attending Winter 
Wonderland dance 
the not so silent 
night away.

On the snowy 
night of December 
17, sweaty bodies 
packed the floor of 
the small gym, the 
dance sponsored by 
Student Council ran 
from 7-11 p.m.

“I feel like Winter 
Wonderland ran 
way too long,” said 
Maci Clark (12), 
“A majority of the 

people left before it 
was over.” 

In the past years, 
the dance ran from 
7-10 P.M., a time 
that fit the student’s 
interest frame 
better. 

“In my opinion, 
the dance was too 
long, but it was 
fun. The food 
was amazing, 
and the brownies 
were definitely 
my favorite,” said 
Garrett Reilly (11).

While the night 
was for dancing, 
the Booster Club 
provided food for 
the students to fuel 
up before going back 
to the dance floor 
to get their groove 
on. The abundance 
of food consisted of 
sweets, meats, and 
punch to wash it all 
down. 

“If there was one 
thing that I would 
have wanted to 
be better it would 

have to be how long 
the dance actually 
lasts. I think the 
dance is a little 
on the long side 
and usually loses 
people’s interest, I 
would personally 
shorten the dance a 
little,” said STUCO 
President Travis 
Ochs (12), “We 
had great student 
involvement at the 
dance this year. It 
was a great turnout 
at the dance, and we 
had a lot of help at 
setup, all together 
everyone had a good 
time.”

“Overall I have 
no regrets with 
how it turned out 
and I am so happy 
that the program is 
continuing to grow. 
We have a really 
talented group of 
underclassmen and 
I am confident that 
the tennis program 
will continue to be 
successful.”

Students go walkin’ in 
a Winter Wonderland 

Autumn Karst
Junior Editor

On 
December 
17, Tayla 
Goodenough 
(10) and 
Hannah 
Gruber (10) 
join hands 
and dance the 
night away. It 
has  become a 
trend to ditch 
a “date” and 
just go with 
ones best 
friend.

What did you 
think about Winter 

Wonderland?

“The food was great but the DJ was 
lousy so everyone left early.” 

–Micah Nuss (11)

School play to show in spring
Seth Boxberger
Staff Reporter

 Trey Varner 
(12) walks around 
backstage and starts 
to get into character, 
reviewing his lines 
and how he is going 
to establish his 
connection with the 
audience. Slowly, 
he makes his way to 
the entrance then 
storms onstage as the 
character he has been 
practicing for weeks; 
all that practice pays 
off when hundreds of 
quiet eyes turn into a 
roar of applause.

The drama club is 
putting on yet another 
production this 
spring, a comedy titled 
The Importance of 
Being Earnest, which 
is planned to show 
February 12 and 13 
in the Russell Middle 
School auditorium.

Written by Oscar 
Wilde, the play is 
focused around 
two bachelors, John 
‘Jack’ Worthingon 
and Algernon ‘Algy’ 
Moncrieff. Both of 
these men create 
aliases with the name 
Ernest and use these 
false identities to try 
to win over the hearts 
of two women who 
only love men with 
that name. Inevitably, 
the men begin to 
get into trouble 
after struggling with 

“It was the same as every year. It was 
fun to be with my friends but people 

need to actually dance a lot more.” 
–Caitlyn Hammack (12)

“Winter wonderland was great, the 
decorations looked really good. The 
only thing I didn’t like was that there 

wasn’t a photographer to take pictures 
this year like there was last year.” 

–Tanner Brown (12)

“I didn’t stay that long, but I had a fun 
time while I was there.” 

–Grant Murphy (12)

Broncos take on Vocabulary.com
Emma Schroeder 
Staff Reporter

 Vocabulary.com 
has gotten to be more 
than just a website 
to learn extravagant 
words on; it’s become 
a challenge for the 
student body of 
Russell High School. 

The student body 
has been challenged 
to win the Vocabulary.
com bowl if they win 
they will recieve in 
return two personal 
days and a pizza party 
and more. 

“The Vocabulary.
com Bowl is a 
challenge for the 
student body. 
The goal is to 
finish number one 
nationally on words 
mastered but there 
is a consolation 
prize option and the 
goal for that one to 
win number one in 
Division III high 
schools category,” Mr. 
Kyle Gschwind said.

Russell High School 
is determined to 
complete and blow 
this challenge out 
of the water and 
has already worked 
to complete this 
challenge by having 
every student master 

This is an example of the cover for the the play, “The 
Importance of being Earnest.”
photo courtesy of  ctxlivetheater.com

Jaclyn Schulte (11) works hard on mastering as many 
words as she can during her seminar time in Mrs. 
Conkey’s. Russell High School has started a great 
challenge ending with two personal days and a pizza 
party if the school finishes number one nationally. 

10 plus words a week. 
“If Russell High 

completes the goals, 
the prizes are two 
personal days off of the 
student’s choice, and a 
pizza/movie day, this 
challenge will go until 
the end of April,” Mr. 
Gschwind said. 

Russell High is 
currently first in 
the Kansas Schools, 
Kansas High schools, 
and Kansas Division 
III’s High Schools. 

“When I found out 
about the challenge, I 
was pretty determined 
our school could do 
it knowing that we 
are already first in 
Kansas,” said Cole 
Schroeder (10). 

In order for a 
student of Russell 
High to qualify for 
the prizes, they must 
master 100 words.

“It took the juniors 
three and a half hours 
to master 100 words, 
so every student has 
plenty of time,” Mr. 
Gschwind said. 

Most of the students 
are too ecstatic about 
mastering a hundred 
words, but they are 
willing to do it to 
meet their goal of two 
personal days of their 

choice.
“I am not very 

excited with 
Vocabulary.com, 
but knowing that it 
could pay off with 
a personal day and 
a pizza party I am 
willing to do it,” said 
Jaclyn Schulte (11). 

Once a student logs 
onto the site, they can 
instantly start playing 
and gaining points 
or words mastered 
by answering the 
website’s questions.

“My Red 2 class 
was talking about 
how our high school 
was number one in 

the state, they asked 
what the prize would 
be if Russell High 
got first nationally, 
so I took it to Mr. 
Bernard,” Mr. 
Gschwind said. 

Any student can 
participate by going 
to Vocabulary.com, 
signing up and 
checking to make 
sure you’re a part 
of the Russell High 
School category. 

“The prize isn’t 
going to win itself, so 
every student needs 
to do their part and 
play,” Mr. Gschwind 
said.

keeping up with 
these alter egos.

Varner, who played 
the male lead in last 
year’s The 39 Steps, is 
showing excitement 
as he prepares 
himself to once again 
star in the play, this 
time playing John 
‘Jack’ Worthington. 
However, Varner is 
sad to know that this 
will be his last year 
performing.

“I will miss the 
bond I make with the 
cast mates the most, 
it’s like a special 
friendship that the 
audience doesn’t get 
to see,” said Varner. 
“I’m sad it’s my last 
play to do in high 
school, but I hope I 
can come back to it 
in the future.”

Also returning 
from last year’s cast 
is Ally Suchy (11). 
Suchy has performed 
in two plays and is 
taking the position 
as the female lead, 
Cecily Cardew.

“I think the most 
exciting thing 
about acting is able 
to change your 
character and be 
creative with it,” 
said Suchy. “I am 
also really excited 
for rehearsals; we 
always start practice 
with really fun games 
to become more 
comfortable on stage, 

because it honestly 
does get really nerve-
racking.”

Taking time to 
learn the play and get 
it to perfection takes 
time. Many personal 
sacrifices are made 
by each cast member 
in order to be ready 
to perform in front 
of a crowd.

“When you are in 
a play you do have 
to be committed. 
Not only with 
remembering your 
lines, but also 
figuring out stage 
cues and getting 
down to every little 
detail,” said Suchy. 
“Some nights you 
have to stay late just 
to get your scene 
down, but it is fun 
when you finally 
do get your scene 
down.”

Directing this 
spring’s production 

is Mrs. Erin Renard. 
This will be Mrs. 
Renard’s second 
direction for RHS, 
and she is ready 
to get production 
rolling. The cast 
consists a lineup 
of freshmen 
through seniors, 
and production 
rehearsals have 
already begun. 
Mrs. Renard shows 
enthusiasm towards 
the production as the 
cast dives headfirst 
into this comedy.

“The best part 
about directing is 
helping student 
actors see their full 
potential by bravely 
working outside 
their comfort zone,” 
said Mrs. Renard. 
“I’m always excited 
about working with 
student actors. It’s a 
learning experience 
all around.”
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Resigning band teacher

Daisi Brand
Business Manager

What do you think of Conkey resigning?

Conkey resigns
Kaycie Hogan 
Staff Reporter
Walking  Mrs. 

Deedre Conkey 
came to Russell 
High School to teach 
English to freshman 
and sophomores four 
years ago and has 
decided to resign in 
order to take a break 
and focus on herself 
as well as her health 
for the time being. 

“There’s a lot going 
on politically with 
education right now. 
It’s not just Russell 
High School, if 
you read the news 
it’s everywhere, 
it’s federal, it’s 
government. I’ve also 
had a lot of health 
issues this year and 
so I just need to 
take a break and do 
something different 
for a while that is less 
stressful”, said Mrs. 
Conkey.

Although she may 
find being a teacher 
is too stressful for 
her health right now, 
she did enjoy being 
a teacher at the high 
school.

“I really enjoyed 
the staff here that 
I worked with. I 
like the kids and 
Mr. Bernard; he is 
hands down the best 
principal I’ve ever 
had.” 

It is important to 
have your freedom 
in the workplace and 
Mrs. Conkey agreed 
that was the best 
thing given by Mr. 

Pictured above is former band teacher Mr. 
Gabe Moore. Mr. Moore resigned Friday, 
December 16, 2016 to begin a new chapter 
of his life.

“I feel like she had good ideas but at the time 
execution was a bit overly complicated. Overall I 

enjoyed having Mrs. Conkeys class.”
–Devon Axelson(11)

“I liked her class because she’s fun with everything 
and energetic. I’ll miss her as my seminar teacher.”

–Glen Law (10)

“I feel indifferent about her decision. It doesn’t 
affect me that much because I only have a 50% 

chance of getting her replacement.” 
–Tisha Gupta (9)

“I like her class better as a sophomore more than a 
freshman because she doesn’t treat us like children 
anymore. I’m kind of sad she’s resigning because I 

feel like we made her crazy.”
–Veronica Torres (10)

As of December 
16, 2016, Mr. Gabe 
Moore notified 
the school board 
that he would be 
resigning from 
his former job as 
the band teacher 
to begin a new 
chapter in his life.

Despite the 
rumors and 
accusations, 
Mr. Moore has 
resigned due to 
personal reasons.

“I left teaching 
to begin a new 
chapter that 
wouldn’t be 
dictated by 
circumstances that 

Concession Stand Robbed
Erica Murphy
Staff Reporter

On December 5 
Touchstone reported to 
school administration 
that hundreds of dollars 
were missing from 
the money bag in the 
concession stand. 

“It was very 
depressing knowing 
that this was our last 
big fundraiser and 
someone thought they 
needed the money 
more than the school 
and Touchstone needed 
it,” said Ms. Chris 
Hollen.

Getting off to a good 
start, the Touchstone 
program decided to 
knock out the majority 
of their fundraising by 
working the concession 
stands the entirety 
of the Amos Morris 
tournament at the high 
school.

“I like working the 
concession stands a lot 
actually,” said student 
A . “Especially when I 
know that a percentage 
of the money will be 
going towards our 
group trip.”

The Touchstone 
program is designed 
to offer extra help with 
homework students 
and give them chances 
to go on field trips and 
participate in activities 
that encourage them 
to involve themselves 
more in the community. 

“To me, Touchstone 
is a way to encourage us 
to try harder and to get 
the best grades we can,” 
said student A. “We 

Bernard while her 
time here at RHS.

“I liked the most 
that I have been 
allowed to be who 
I am. Any of the 
students that I have 
ever had knows that 
I’m kind of crazy and 
they let me do that 
here. They let me 
try new things with 
the students, really 
be engage with the 
students, and have 
fun in my classroom”, 
said Mrs. Conkey.

Even the best of 
things can have a 
downside to it. 

“I disliked the 
commute. It’s not 
very far from Hays to 
Russell, but when you 
put a lot of yourself 
into your job, it’s a 
bit. I like being here 
before school because 
it allows me to get 
things going before 
the day starts. When 
you have to be here at 
7:30 in the morning 
that means you have 
to leave Hays at 7:00 
or sometimes even 
6:50 depending on 
whose carpooling.”

Through the years 
Mrs. Conkey has had 
trouble dealing with 
her health. She states 
her resignation will 
change the way she 
teaches altogether.

“Teaching has 
taught me that 
education, in general, 
takes a person who 
has a lot of energy. I 
have energy but not 
all the time and I’ve 

realized that when I 
do something, I do 
it one hundred and 
ten percent. As long 
as I’m that kind of 
person I’m probably 
going to have to do a 
job that isn’t teaching 
until my health is 
one hundred and ten 
percent”, said Mrs. 
Conkey.

As for now, Mrs. 
Conkey is not sure of 
what to do after she is 
resigned. 

“Honest answer is, 
I have no idea what 
I’ll do after I resign. 
I’m going out on a 
limb but there are 
things I’m looking 
for.”

Although, she does 
know some of the 
fields of work she 
may be interested in 
to cover the time as 
well as pay bills.

“Things like being 
an extension agent 
for 4-H or working 
an actual paid 
position for a place 
like big brothers, 
big sisters, or even 
working for an 
insurance company 
selling insurance 
to teachers. Ideally, 
I would like to do 
something where I 
keep getting to work 
with the community 
and with the youth”, 
continued Mrs. 
Conkey. 

Leaving something 
you have been with 
for four years may be 
a little difficult to do, 
and some people like 

to leave an impact 
before they are gone.

“If there is anything 
that I hope the 
students have learned 
from me is that it’s 
okay to be yourself 
and that we all learn 
differently. Also just 
because you learn 
differently doesn’t 
make you stupid, 
it means you learn 
differently”.

Furthermore, a 
teacher’s abilities may 
be underestimated 
and not understood 
well by others. 

“People outside 
of the education 
profession often don’t 
realize that teaching, 
for a good teacher, 
is a never ending 
job. My job doesn’t 
start at 7:30 in the 
morning and end at 
4:30 in the afternoon. 
I worry about kids, 
I think about kids, I 
wonder where they’re 
going and what 
they’re doing”, Mrs. 
Conkey continued, 
“A large percentage 
of my time isn’t just 
spent grading papers, 
its figuring out how 
can I teach this lesson 
and the way it’s going 
to help kids which 
often means that even 
when I’m on vacation 
in the summer with 
my husband, I’m 
looking at teaching 
materials. As long as 
you are a teacher, it 
never shuts off; it’s 
always part of who 
you are”.

went on a ropes course 
earlier in the year that 
was pretty exciting, 
and if we raise enough 
money, we will be able 
to go to the Trampoline 
Park.”

The money was 
discovered missing by 
Touchstone sponsor 
Ms. Chris Hollen. 
While straightening 
bills in the money bag, 
she realized there were 
absolutely no twenties 
left. 

“The money isn’t 
constantly counted, and 
I didn’t realize that they 
were gone until the end 
of the night,” said Ms. 
Hollen. “There were no 
twenty dollar bills, and 
it’s a given to have at 
least one by the end of 
the night.”

Hollen immediately 
contacted Mr. Bernard 
who in return gathered 
the members working 
the stand and gave 
the opportunity for 
someone to come 
forward with no 
punishment, and still, 
no one came clean. 
Unfortunately, there 
is still not enough 
evidence to pinpoint 
who had taken the 
money. 

“I looked through 
the clips on the 
cameras but couldn’t 
see a definitive action 
in taking the money 
given the money is 
located inside of the 
concession stand,” said 
Mr. Bernard. “If I knew 
who had done it, then it 
would already be taken 

care of, but I’d rather 
assume the loss then 
accuse an innocent 
person.”

This misfortune not 
only caused a huge 
setback in their funds 
but made it difficult to 
keep up throughout the 
week since the money 
was taken the first day 
of the tournament. 

“Since we lost all that 
money the first day we 
didn’t feel like we had 
to make it up, but we 
did feel like we were 
behind from where we 
should have been,” said 
Ms. Hollen.

This year the 
group decided on 
the Trampoline Park 
in Wichita as their 
annual trip. Because 
of this recent ordeal, 
the students involved 
in Touchstone might 
not be able to obtain 
enough funds to go on 
their annual trip. 

“It hurts my heart 
knowing how reckless 
people can be and I 
feel for Ms. Hollen,” 
said student B. “We all 
worked very hard to 
earn this money so we 
could go on our trip, 
so I hope they come up 
with enough evidence 
to find out the thief is.”

Despite the 
unfortunate event, the 
Touchstone program 
continues to drive 
forward in raising 
money for the year 
and strives to involve 
each student as much 
as possible within the 
community. 

are beyond my 
control as much,” 
said Mr. Moore.

Although Mr. 
Moore faced 
challenges as 
he took on this 
new job, he feels 
as though his 
teaching methods 
positively affected 
the students and 
band members.

“Students 
learned how to 
work extremely 
hard and they 
showed up to the 
tasks set ahead of 
them with passion 
and a good work 
ethic,” said Mr. 
Moore.

Mr. Moore 
believed that 
the challenges 
he faced while 
teaching here 
were not 
insurmountable.

“I believe 
the challenges 
I faced were no 
more than any 
[other] teacher 
in the state of 
Kansas faces,” 
said Mr. Moore.

One of the 
biggest strengths 
that Mr. Moore 
believed he 
possessed 
during his 
time here was 
being able to 
encourage the 
students.

“My strengths 
[are] being able 
to help students 
understand that 
they can do 
something and 
do it well when 
they set their 
minds to it,” said 
Mr. Moore.

As of now, 
Mr. Moore is 
not planning on 

pursuing a band 
teaching job 
again anytime 
soon.

“I do not 
agree with 
the way they 
treat teachers 
in this state at 
the moment. If 
things get better 
I will reconsider, 
but it is highly 
unlikely that I 
will,” said Mr. 
Moore.

Although Mr. 
Moore has left, 
the principals of 
both the middle 
school and high 
school wish Mr. 
Moore the best.

“I appreciate 
Mr. Moore’s time 
at Ruppenthal 
Middle School 
working with 
our students. 
[I] wish him 
the best in his 
life endeavors,” 
said Mr. Gaylon 
Walter.

Mr. Larry 
Bernard has the 
same outlook on 
the situation.
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Why Black History Month matters
Daisi Brand
Business Manager

As a student 
who is half African 
American, Black 
History Month is 
personally very 
important to me. 
It’s not just another 
month, it’s a month 
to acknowledge and 
celebrate all of the 
important African 
American people 
and events that 
impacted our history 
and shaped our 
society today, and 
to remember all of 
the individuals who 
suffered for so many 
years. While in our 
very own school, I 
was shocked to find 
that so many people 
were oblivious to 
the importance of 
black history and 
the significance of 
having a month 
dedicated to the 
many important 
influences that 
African Americans 
have had in order to 
shape our world.

Every U.S. 
president since 1976 
has designated the 
month of February 
to be Black History 
Month. Other 
countries, including 
Canada and the 
United Kingdom, 
also devote a month 
to commemorate 
black history. 
Black History 

Month began in 
1915, which is half 
a century after 
the Thirteenth 
Amendment 
abolished slavery in 
the U.S. Since then, 
and even before that, 
African Americans 
everywhere have 
been making 
remarkable 
accomplishments 
to help shape the 
way we view the 
black culture. From 
inventing potato 
chips, to making a 
stance and defying 
social norms, to 
being the president 
of our country, 
African American 
lives have been 
advancing our world 
in more ways than 
one. It is essential 
to remember these 
influential people 
and celebrate 
them for all they 
have done for the 
African American 
community and 
others. Some of the 
most well-known 
of these leaders are 
Harriet Tubman, 
Rosa Parks, Martin 
Luther King Junior, 
George Washington 
Carver, Jackie 
Robinson, and 
various others.

The journey for 
African Americans 
has not been an 

The countdown 
begins, marking the 
last 10 seconds of 
2016; The anticipation 
is high, and millions of 
people begin to grow 
quiet as they’re waiting 
for the New Year’s Eve 
Ball to drop in New 
York City at midnight. 
2017 has now begun.

2016 has been a huge 
year. Tons of trends 
from the 80’s started 
to rise, social media 
made a huge impact 
on the presidential 
election, Peyton 
Manning retired 
from the Denver 
Broncos, Kobe Bryant 
retired from the Los 
Angeles Lakers’, the 
UK separated from 
Europe, and a gorilla 
from Cincinnati Zoo 
in Cincinnati, Ohio 
named Harambe, 
was shot after a child 

Notable Celebrity Deaths

easy one. There are 
so many stories that 
have happened in 
history to form our 
world today, and the 
treatment of African 
Americans plays a 
huge role in that. 
And yes, Caucasians 
and other ethnicities 
and minorities have 
also played a big 
role in the shaping 
of our world, but 
they did not have to 
suffer through the 
brutality of slavery 
for years and years. 
The journey has been 
vastly different for 
African Americans. 
White men have been 
free since 1776 and 
it took women until 
1919-1920 to get the 
right to vote, but it 
took until 1965 for 
African Americans 
to even be viewed 
and treated as equal 
citizens. 

No matter what 

Black History 
Month means to 
you, whether it’s just 
another month, or 
a month to really 
remember all of the 
African Americans 
who shaped how we 
live our lives today, 
I hope that you take 
a moment to at least 
show some respect 
for all of those who 
suffered immensely 
just because of 
the color of their 
skin. Black History 
Month is a time to 
rejoice, celebrate, 
and thank all of the 
African Americans 
who fought before 
us and gave us hope 
for a brighter, more 
integrated future. 
Black history isn’t 
just about all of the 
horrific events that 
we’ve been through, 
it’s about leadership, 
optimism, and never 
giving up. 

Standardized tests: Not a 
measurement of intelligence. 
Gage Brown
Staff Reporter

While the 
beginning of the 
year brings colder 
weather and hot 
chocolate, it also 
brings the all too 
familiar fervent 
anxiety of college 
applications 
and the stress of 
standardized tests. 

Over three 
million students 
take the popular 
ACT or SAT 
assessments 
annually, but 
how well do 
these tests really 
prepare students 
for college? While 
there are certainly 
many students 
that are adequately 
tested by these 
assessments, there 
are numerous 
other students that 
are alienated by a 
college application 
system that places 
so much value on 
the results of one 
test.

Proponents for 
these tests believe 
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June 11, 2016

that students 
across the country 
can be easily 
compared through 
a ‘well-rounded’ 
assortment of 
tests. I would not 
consider these 
tests to be ‘well 
rounded.’ While 
students desiring 
to become English, 
mathematics, 
science, or some 
other related 
major might be 
appropriately tested 
through these 
means, there are 
significantly more 
majors that are not 
adequately assessed 
in this way. 

There are no 
standardized tests 
available that 
include sections 
like history, 
psychology, or 
other humanities, 
and it would be 
near impossible to 
make a standard 
test for things like 
the performing arts. 
Why should people 
wishing to pursue 
a career in these 

fields be required to 
take an assessment 
over subjects that 
are completely 
unrelated to their 
future in order to 
get into college? 
I believe it isn’t 
acceptable to force 
so many people 
to be tested over 
subjects that they 
may never use after 
high school.

There are also 
people who are 
excellent students 
but find it difficult 
and stressful to take 
tests, especially a 
test that can decide 
whether or not they 
get into their dream 
college. The results 
of one test on one 
day are meant to 
represent the entire 
scholastic abilities 
of a student.  As a 
result of this, some 
teachers also have 
begun teaching 
merely material that 
will be on these 
tests, which leads 
to an incomplete 
education.

In recent times 

a small number 
of colleges and 
universities have 
begun not requiring 
the standardized 
tests like the SAT or 
the ACT as a part 
of their application 
and instead they 
comprehensibly 
look at the 
applicants. 
However, for 
the foreseeable 
future, almost all 
students will have 
to power through 
the assessments if 
they wish to attend 
college.

While there are 
some students who 
do not have to, 
there are thousands 
of other students, 
like myself, who 
will be required to 
take a by no means 
‘well rounded’ 
standardized test. 
I can only hope 
that if these tests 
must remain that 
they should not 
be a powerful 
influence in college 
acceptance in the 
future.        

climbed into his 
enclosure. 

A ton of new things 
sprouted this year. 
Artists like Beyonce, 
Rihanna, Drake, The 
Weeknd, J-Cole, Frank 
Ocean, and Kevin 
Gates released albums 
that were loved by 
millions. 2016 has 
been said to be “One 
of the biggest years 
of music since 2009.” 
There was also tons of 
new challenges/trends 
such as water bottle 
flipping, Pokemon 
Go, the mannequin, as 
well as the 100 layer 
challenge.

Even though 2016 
had a lot of good 
things, it also had 
downsides that 
impacted hundreds - 
if not - thousands of 
people. In Orlando, 
Florida Omar Mateen 
killed 49 people and 

injured 53 others 
while inside Pulse. 
There was also tons of 
killer clown sightings 
that began after a 
clown was spotted 
in Greenville, South 
Carolina. Hurricane 
Matthew, a category 
5 hurricane, killed 
thousands of people. 

All in all, 2016 was 
a good year despite 
the many downsides. 
The world had many 
improvements such 
as glasses that helped 
people who were color 
blind see in color were 
made, movies such 
as Kung Fu Panda 
3, Finding Dory, a 
Jungle Book remake, 
Deadpool, Zootopia, 
Rogue One and Moana 
were released, deaths 
from heart diseases 
dropped 70%, and 
Leonardo Dicaprio 
finally won an Oscar.
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