
Inside the Spirit

Jordyn Wagner (12) attempts to avoid a 
tackle from Morgan Orlando (10). 

Seth Boxberger (12) gets “down and ready” 
to receive a pass in Volleyball.

The 2016 homecoming king and queen nominees. Front row: Seniors Daisi Brand, Delainey Pospichal, and Haley 
Thomas. back row: Alex Windholz, Seth Boxberger, and Cade Evans. Boxberger was named homecoming king 
and Thomas was named homecoming queen. The royal couple were crowned at halftime of the football game.
Photos courtesy of Jason Drake

Boxberger and Thomas claim the crown
Gage Brown
Staff Reporter

For some 
children, watching 
classic Disney 
movies fashions 
a life-long dream 
to be a prince or 
princess. While 
they might 
never become a 
real member of 
a royal family, 
being crowned 
homecoming king 
or queen can let a 
childhood fantasy 
become a reality, 
if only for one, 
Cinderella-like, 
night.

Just before the 
homecoming 
football game on 
Friday, October 
7, seniors Haley 
Thomas and 
Seth Boxberger 
were crowned 
homecoming 
queen and king.

“I didn’t 
expect to even 
be nominated 
let alone win 
homecoming 
queen,” said 
Thomas. 

Thomas and 
Boxberger were 
nominated along 
with fellow seniors 
Daisi Brand, 
Delainey Pospichal, 
Alex Windholz, 
and Cade Evans.

“When they 
announced that I 
was nominated I 
didn’t even know 
what that meant,” 
said Thomas. 
“Once Grace 
[Oste] explained 
it to me, I was so 
excited.”

The emotion 
that Thomas felt 
continued on 
the night of the 
coronation.

“It was a roller-
coaster of intense 
emotion when they 
announced that 
I had won,” said 
Thomas. My mom 
and I were crying, 
and my older sister 
even surprised me 
by unexpectedly 
arriving during the 
coronation.”   

After high 

Homecoming parade marches through Russell

Isabella Boxberger
Staff Reporter

On the day of the parade, all of the 
students are working hard on their floats, 
trying to stick with the theme rock and roll, 
each one having their own part to do. Some 
students just help to make the float look 
pretty, others stand proud on their float. 
Teachers and students both give the float 
their full attention.

On Friday, October 7, teachers and 
students worked hard on their floats during 
school and most of them couldn’t wait to get 
out to watch the parade.

The seniors put in a lot of time on their 
homecoming float, or so everyone thought 
until Mrs. Mandy Trout said differently.

“It took like five minutes to plan 
everything, they told me what they wanted 
and I told them how to do it,” said Mrs. 
Trout

The freshmen advisor, Mrs. Denise Parr, 
watched as every class did their own float, 
but she noticed something that others might 
over look.

“I think some classes had their stuff 

organized and for other classes it was 
a learning experience on how to work 
together,” said Mrs. Parr. 

Mrs. Parr also shined light on the subject 
of the freshmen and how prepared they 
were. 

“The freshmen had to take a lot on 
themselves, and some of them actually 
stepped up,” said Mrs. Parr. 

Junior class president, Abigail Cross, takes 
a trip into the heads of juniors and shares 
how they came up with their float idea.

“At our meeting we didn’t really get much 
accomplished,” said Cross. “So we decided 
to have another one during lunch one day 
and we wanted to do something cool and 
big, so we thought about doing huge guitars 
out of chicken wire. Then for the piano, we 
looked up some things on Pinterest and got 
some cool ideas from there.”

Senior Alison Hurlbut, also thought that 
making the float was exciting, as well as 
throwing candy to young children standing 
in the road.

“It was fun making the float and throwing 

The combined RHS 
and RMS band marches 
through the streets as they 
spread their joyous music. 
This a tradition that has 
been carried on with the 
bands for years. 

Blehm and Brand take league 
Seniors Daisi Brand and Taelyr Blehm show off their 
first place league medals. The duo finished undefeated 
at the end of the day after playing 3 different teams.

It was the middle of the match 
with a one point difference, and 
seniors Taelyr Blehm and Daisi 
Brand were determined to win. 
With nerves high, opponents that 
questioned serves, and waiting on 
line judges, there was no challenge 
that could stop the duo.

The RHS Girls League Tennis 
Meet took place at the Russell 
tennis courts on October 1, 
and Brand and Blehm became 
the number one doubles league 
champions. However, playing 
doubles with each other throughout 
the season was not typical for the 
two.

“Coach Tia Blehm told us she 
wanted us to play doubles about two 
days before the meet,” said Blehm. 
“She had looked at the bracket and 
figured out that it was the best way 
for the team to win the League 
Championship title.”

The quick change in plans only 
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school, Thomas 
plans on studying 
cosmetology at the 
Hays Academy of 
Hair Design.

“I have always 
enjoyed working 
with hair and 
makeup and 
those things,” said 
Thomas. “In a 
way, a person’s face 
and hair become 
a cosmetologist’s 
blank canvas, and 
people become my 
living, artwork.”

While Thomas 
was surprised with 
her nomination, 
Boxberger felt 
differently.

“I had a sort 
of gut feeling 
that I would be 
nominated, and if 
I were nominated, 
that I would win,” 
said Boxberger. 
“I didn’t want 
to go in too 
overconfidently, 
however.”

However, despite 
not expecting to 
win, Boxberger’s 
name was the one 

announced that 
evening.

“Standing out in 
front of everyone 
and hearing 
my name being 
announced was 
just plain fun,” said 
Boxberger. “I got 
a little emotional 
but held back tears 
because I had a 
football game to 
play.”    

After Boxberger 
graduates from 
high school he 
plans to study 
computer science 
and engineering 
at either Kansas 
State University 
or Wichita State 
University. 

“Computers are 
amazing pieces of 
technology that I 
would love to learn 
more about,” said 
Boxberger.

Being crowned 
homecoming 
king and queen 
has created lasting 
memories for 
Boxberger and 
Thomas.

gave the girls two practices together before 
the big meet, but that didn’t stop them from 
figuring out how to work together.

“The thing that helped us most 
while working together was good 
communication,” said Brand. “We’re both 
strong players separately, so together we 
made an even stronger team.”

The strong companionship and quick 
learning between the two are what helped 
them get through the tough matches they 
faced at league.

“The first two matches of the day were 
pretty easy, but at the same time we were 
still learning how to interact as a team 
and figure out each other’s strengths and 
weaknesses,” said Blehm. “By the third 
match we were working really well together 
and that’s a good thing because they were a 
high seeded team and very challenging to 
beat.”

All the tough matches and close calls were 
worth it to Brand and Blehm because they 
now get to call themselves league champions 
for their senior year.

“It felt amazing knowing that the hard 
work and determination we put into every 
match helped us win, and it was even more 
memorable because it was our senior year,” 
said Brand.

It was bittersweet for the seniors knowing 
that the sport that has meant so much to 
them over the years was just about done, 
but Blehm has hopes that two will be able to 
play together again even after the season is 
over.

“Tennis has meant the world to both of 
us,” said Blehm. “It’s a sport that we have 
both put a lot of time and dedication in to 
and it’s nice to see the results from that. It’s 
a lifelong sport that we will always be able 
to get together and play.”

Valarie Morgenstern 
Photography Editor



Banning backpacks doesn’t sit well with student body

Music group to perform 
She Loves Me, November 11-13

Kaycie Hogan
Staff Reporter

Senior Seth Hilger walks 
across the stage with confidence and 
passion as he acts out the lead male 
role, George Nowack, who is writing 
to a pen-pal he thinks he has fallen in 
love with only to find out it is his co-
worker, Ammelia Balash (played by 
senior Maci Clark), who he doesn’t 
get along with in everyday life. 

The musical She Loves Me is a 
romantic comedy that takes place in 
a city of Hungary during the 1930s 
where the setting is at a perfumery 
ran by Mr. Marazcek.

“It’s just adorable, from top to 
bottom. It just keeps delivering 
and its good old-fashioned 
entertainment,” said vocal teacher 
and director of She Loves Me, Mr. 
Michael Davidson.

The members of the musical also 
enjoy it as well.

“I like that it can appeal to all 
audiences, and anyone can come and 
watch it,” said Senior Maci Clark, “I 
like how it takes place in the 1930s 
because we get to dress in older-
styled clothes and all the men get to 
wear suits.”

There are a variety of musicals 
to choose from that can have great 

potential. But this musical had been 
particularly special to Mr. Davidson.

“I felt like the musical had the 
right cast for the students that I had; 
that it fit our school at this time just 
right.”

Aside from choosing which 
musical to perform out of the 
variety of them, there comes a time 
to get the show planned and set up 
accordingly.

“It’s a long difficult, time-
consuming journey. I have to help 
the students learn the music, call 
rehearsals, look through color 
palettes and tell the backstage 
director which colors to use for the 
set. This year I had actually drawn 
up a design for the set,” said Mr. 
Davidson.

A lot seems to go into trying to 
have a good performance people will 
enjoy, but Mr. Davidson seems very 
optimistic about the musical so far. 

“We have tons of students doing 
a variety of tasks making sure 
that the musicals a success. I’ve 
watched these students dig into these 
characters and they’ve each done so 
well and with a lot of excitements.”

PG 2 Miscel laneous

Ptacek goes to state 
golf 

After the days events, senior 
Sam Ptacek leaves the 
tournament with a 10th place 
medal. Ptacek placed higher 
this year than last year at 
state.

Grace Oste
Yearbook Editor

Senior,  Sam 
Ptacek walked home 
with a tenth place 
medal after teeing 
off the morning of 
October 17 at the 
3-2-1A State golf at 
the Buffalo Dunes 
golf course in Garden 
City. 
“The heat is never 
necessarily fun to 
play in, but it didn’t 
bother me that much. 
The wind definitely 
effected my shots 
more than the heat 
did,” said Ptacek.
At regionals Ptacek 
placed twelfth.
“I played my worst 
round of the season 
at regionals so I 
really wanted to 
prove myself at 
state,” said Ptacek. 
“This was my best 
round of golf the 
year. I was very 
happy with my place 
and how I competed 
since it was such a 
challenging course.
Although this was 
Ptacek’s second 
year going to state 
for golf, she worked 
on not focusing on 
pressure.

“I didn’t necessarily 
feel any added 
pressure, but I had 
a personal goal to 
do better than I 
did last year. Last 
year I didn’t even 
get in the top 20 at 
state and this year I 
received 10th. I also 

was determined to 
play better than I 
did at the regional 
tournament.” said 
Ptacek “My goal 
going into this past 
season was to have 
an 18 hole score 
under 100, qualify 
for state, and medal 
in the top 20. I was 
able to reach all three 
of those goals by the 
end of the season.”
Alongside her coach 
and help from a 
family friend, Ptacek 
was able to keep 
improving her game.
“Coach Banker 
helped me a ton. 
Joe Roth taught me 
how to play golf and 
continued to help me 
this year. They both 
worked with me a lot 
the week before the 
state tournament,” 
said Ptacek 
Even with help from 
her coaches, Ptacek 
still has aspects only 
she can work on.
“I think the most 
challenging obstacle 
in golf is the mental 
aspect of the game. 
If you address the 
ball thinking that 
you’re going to 
have a bad shot then 
you definitely will. 
Golf is the most 
frustrating sport and 
game that I have 
ever played. It is 
so easy for me to 
get down on myself 
and frustrated,” said 
Ptacek “One thing no 

Erica Murphy
Staff Reporter

Vocal teacher and director Mr. Michael Davidson directs senior Travis Ochs while 
they rehearse the musical She Loves Me. Senior Seth Hilger waits patiently in the 
back to go over the scene again.

one knows is that I 
say a small prayer 
to myself every time 
I tee off, asking 
for a good shot but 
also asking to not 
get frustrated if it 
isn’t. It’s also so 
easy to let one bad 
shot ruin the rest of 
your round, you just 
have to remember 
that the next shot is 
the most important 
one.”
Ptacek has special 
things she does to 
make golf more 
special enjoyable 
for fun when she 
competes.

“If I play good in a 
tournament I like to 
repeat everything 
I did for the next 
one. For example, 
I would play in 
the same hat and 
I would even use 
the same ball,” said 
Ptacek “I was very 
pleased with how I 
played. There were 
definitely things 
I could have done 
better to improve 
my score, but that’s 
just golf. It was 
my best round of 
the year and I was 
really happy with 
how I did at State.”

What was your favorite 
part of the season?

“My favorite part 
about golf was defi-
nitely the practices. 
We had a very positive 
environment and I 
loved growing closer 
with the girls.”
-Maria Hilger (10)

“My favorite part 
about golf was the 
practices. We always 
had fun and it wasn’t 
something I dreaded 
after school.”
-Tiffany Dortland (10)

“I really enjoyed this 
season overall and 
now that it’s over I can 
actually admit that I’ll 
miss playing golf.”
-Valarie Morgenstern 
(12)

“My favorite part was 
having a full team. I 
was really cool having 
a team so we coukd 
score at the end of 
tournaments.”
-Sam Ptacek (12)

The growing 
controversy as to whether 
students should be 
allowed to carry back 
packs into the classroom 
has recently impacted the 
students at RHS.

Backpacks are trendy, 
useful, and essential when 
buying school supplies 
each year.

 However, the school 
board discussed in 
previous years that 
the high school would 
consider enforcing the no 
backpack rule. Now that 
this new guideline has 
finally become a reality, 
the students have been 
expressing diverse, strong 
opinions about the issue.

Some have started 
petitions to get rid of the 
brand new policy and 

even tried getting others 
to rebel by bringing the 
back packs to class.

 Are we making this a 
big deal?

 Students have been 
hearing that we can’t 
have backpacks in class 
because it’s a safety 
hazard that violates fire 
regulations or that it 
enables students to bring 
a weapon to school in 
their back pack.

 WRONG. 
Having a backpack 

in class or in a school 
is not against any 
safety regulations but 
some teachers saw it 
possible that a student 
would be able to bring 
a weapon to school in 
their back pack. The 
school board met at the 
end of the school year 

in May, to discuss the 
pros and cons of this 
issue. Some teachers 
were complaining there 
was too much clutter 
in the classroom with 
having so many bulky 
bags in the walkways 
between desks. Other 
instructors were fed up 
with students bringing 
in outside food or drinks 
then leaving their trash 
in the classroom and 
tired of reprimanding 
them for it.

Although students 
will find continuous 
ways to play on their 
phone, some teachers 
claimed that backpacks 
can be used for hiding 
the phone while texting 
in class. 

With switching over 
to block scheduling 

this year, teachers claim 
that we have less classes 
each day so we have 
more time to go back to 
our lockers and won’t 
have to grab as many 
materials during passing 
periods. 

As a senior, I would 
usually carry a backpack 
to and from class 
regardless of how many 
classes I had or how 
much materials I needed 
for each one. Some 
students and I believe 
that having a locker is 
useless when students 
can carry everything 
in their back pack, 
especially for seniors 
who don’t have as many 
classes this year.

 Not only can we not 
bring back packs but we 
can’t have any personal 

items in the classroom 
such as purses, totes, 
wallets, etc. unless used 
for medical issues or 
on crutches/in a wheel 
chair. 

Women would argue 
this isn’t fair because we 
don’t have anything to 
carry personal toiletries 
in. Instead, we have to 
walk all the way to our 
locker and waste class 
time instead of having 
one conveniently in our 
back pack. 

Not allowing 
backpacks forces 
students to go to their 
locker more often if they 
forget materials, which 
leads to more class time 
wasted. Although there 
are tools like binders 
and trapper keepers that 
provide more space to 

carry materials, not all 
materials can be carried 
to and from class. My 
question is, if they’re 
really that worried about 
us bringing food into 
class or having a weapon 
on us why don’t they 
search us? 

The school has 
complete authority to 
search personal items 
of a student if necessary 
so why not use it to 
their advantage? Some 
teachers would say that 
they’ve already tried 
to do this and it’s too 
much of hassle to do it 
to every student they 
suspect is doing wrong. 
If they really don’t want 
back packs cluttering 
the classroom, couldn’t 
we have the back packs 
set up against the wall 

or at least be permitted 
to bring in a personal 
item that’s not bulky 
like a back pack? Or 
is the school board 
wise in making their 
decision?These are 
all hard questions to 
answer for students and 
even some teachers. It’s 
hard to adapt to your 
surroundings when 
something changes. 
Hopefully in the years 
to come the students 
will become more 
acclimated to this policy. 



Pg 3 More News

The hot 
sun beats 
down on her 
face, a bead 
of sweat falls 
to the ground 
as she 
bends down 
prepared to 
serve. She 
tosses the 
ball into the 
air waiting 
for the 
perfect time, 
then as she 
slams down 
with all her 
strength the 
perfect angle 
is achieved. 
The match 
begins.

On the 
afternoon 
of October 
14th, senior 
Taelyr Blehm 
was sent 
off to the 
state tennis 
tournament 
by her close 
friends and 
the RHS 
cheerleaders.

To qualify 
for state one 
has to place 
in the top six 
at Regionals. 
Regionals 
this year 
was held in 
WaKeeney. 

“I got 6th 

at Regionals, 
probably 
could have 
placed 
higher. I 
was seeded 
4th, but my 
finger injury 
was a small 
setback,” said 
Blehm.

At the end 
of Blehm’s 
senior year, 
she came out 
with a record 
of 28-7.

 “My 
senior was 
definitely 
one of my 
favorite 
seasons! 
Yeah there 
was a lot of 
pressure, but 
it was fun to 
have so many 
“lasts” with 
the team I 
loved,” Said 
Blehm.

Being 
qualified for 
state two 
years in a 
row is an 
opportunity 
Blehm won’t 
forget.

“Regionals 
could have 
gone better 
but I’m 
happy with 
how my year 

Blehm goes back to state

Staff Reporter
Autumn Karst

Taelyr Blehm focuses on 
hitting the ball. Blehm 
takes sixth in WaKeeney 
on October 7, this 
qualified her for state.

went,” said Blehm.
If she could change 

anything it would 
be playing with 
her fellow senior 
teammate.

“If I could do 
anything differently, 
it would be to play 
doubles my senior 
year with Daisi 
Brand.” Blehm 
continues, “I think 
we could have gone 
undefeated and made 
it to the top six at 
state. But regardless 
I’m still happy with 
how my season 
ended.”

 At practice every 
day Blehm was 
pushed to her full 
potential not just by 
her team mates, but 
by her mother/coach 
Tia Blehm.

“Sometimes 
having my mom 
as a coach can be 
challenging because 
she holds me to a 
higher standard. But 
most of the time 
it just made our 
relationship stronger. 
She was my coach, 
mom, and best 
friend,” Said Blehm.

Blehm is indecisive 
about playing tennis 
in college.

“I am still 
considering whether 
or not to play college 
tennis.” Blehm 
continues, “It’s a 
huge commitment 
and could conflict 
with my journey 
into Law School. 
At the moment I 
am leaning more 
towards just playing 
for fun in college. But 
if I change my mind I 
have multiple college 
offers to fall back on.”

Blehm has been 
offered a spot at 
Cornell College 
in Iowa, Sterling 
College, and talked to 
the coaches at Kansas 
Wesleyan, Bethel, 
and Morningside 
College in Iowa.

“I am very sad 
that my high school 
season is over, it went 
by so fast.” Blehm 
continues, “Overall I 
have no regrets with 
how it turned out 
and I am so happy 
that the program is 
continuing to grow. 
We have a really 
talented group of 
underclassmen and 
I am confident that 
the tennis program 
will continue to be 
successful.”

What’s the best part 
about your football 

position?

“My position is the defensive lineman. 
I like it because I get to hit someone 

every play.”
-Cameron Killian (12)

Block scheduling adopted
Staff Reporter
Daisi Brand

 It’s already an 
hour into English 
class but there’s still 
30 more minutes 
to go. Are students 
thankful for the 
extra time in class, 
or are they ready to 
leave?

As of the 2015-
2016 school year, 
Russell High School 
switched from 
the traditional 
seven hour period 
schedule to a block 
schedule, because 
many believe this 
type of scheduling 
is more beneficial to 
students.

Last year, I wrote 
an article over 
discussing the 
transition into the 
new scheduling, and 
decided to follow 
up with some of the 
students I talked to 
last year to see if 
their views on block 
scheduling had 
changed or remained 
the same.

Some students, 

like James Voorhees 
(11), like the fact 
that they have an 
extra day to do the 
homework that they 
have from classes. 
Voorhees’s opinion 
on block scheduling 
hasn’t changed since 
last year.

“I like block 
scheduling because 
you have an extra 
day to do homework 
and you also have 
extra time in class 
to do homework,” 
Voorhees (11) said.

Along with having 
more time to do 
homework, students 
also have more 
time in trade and 
art classes. Pargat 
Hayer’s (12) opinion 
on block scheduling 
has also remained 
the same.

“I prefer block 
scheduling because 
it gives me more 
time in shop class. 
We didn’t have 
enough time to do 
our work in the 

“My position is the running back. I like 
it because on defense I get called Swiss 

Army because I can get places fast.”
-Isaac Guzman (11)

“My position is the wide receiver. I like it 
because on defense I can get to the ball 

quicker and I’m a main part of the team. 
I also like being an outside linebacker”

-Hunter Reddig (10)

“My position is the quarter back. I like it 
because I get to touch the ball a lot more. 

The worst part- I get hit a lot more”
-Alex Windholz (12)

Vocabulary.com expands students’ vocabulary
Staff Reporter
Emma Schroeder

 Vocabulary.com is an intelligent and 
quick way to expand each persons vocabulary 
on the Internet, it will ask you what the 
words are/mean in different ways. 

Vocabulary.com is a creative and updated 
way to learn. The creators of Vocabulary.
com works less on memorization and works 
harder to have the person master and fully 
grasp each word. 

“Although it can get boring after a while, 
I enjoy it because it’s like a competition 
between other people and other schools point 
wise,” freshman Jordynn Guenot said. 

According to the makers of Vocabulary.
com, the best way to use it is to play it as 
often as 15 minutes a day or fairly often 
and givning them points for every answer 
they get right, giving them a little more 
competition. 

“It is beneficial when it comes to learning 
new words and what they mean, but some 
of the words on there are hard and have 
different definitions,” junior Katherine 
Krauss said, “But it makes you add words 
into your vocabulary that you may have not 
ever come across of.”

The site tries to get the student to fully 

understand by giving them an example and 
definition every time they get a word wrong. 

“It’s a better way to learn because it 
makes you repeat the word until you get 
it 100% mastered, but you’ll know it once 
you mastered it opposed to having to read 
it out of a dictionary multiple times to fully 
understand it” sophomore Travis Tammen 
said. 

Overall the site has helped students across 
the world in an easier and faster way. 

“Coming to America and not knowing 
good English is hard.” freshman Robert 
Justiano said, “Vocabulary.com helped me 
learn new words and understand them 
better.”

Many teachers recommend other teachers 
to make use of this site because of such 
success with their classes. 

“As mentioned, the website gives students 
no “easy outs”.  They are challenged with 
several questions that challenge their 
synonym usage, spelling, context clue usage, 
etc.  They gain more out of this website 
than they would by simply writing down 
the definitions and then memorizing said 
definitions.” Mrs. Denton said. 

Getting to know...
Ashlynn Hobbs

Favorite color: Purple
 
Favorite fall activity: visiting the 
pumpkin patch 

Her hobbies include: hanging out 
with her friends

She has 4 pets, Finn, Kooper, Kim-
ber, and Angel

Zodiac sign: Gemini

Favorite music is: Country

Biggest fear: Drowning

amount of time we 
had last year,” Pargat 
Hayer (12) said.

Others believe 
that the extra 
time in class can 
be overwhelming, 
unless you highly 
enjoy the subject.

“It’s too much 
to sit in a room 
focusing on one 
subject for a 
long period of 
time, unless you 
absolutely love the 
class,” Kerriana 
Moseley (9) said.

It’s understanding 
that this transition 
into a new 
schedule may be 
overwhelming, but 
whether students 
believe that the new 
scheduling has a 
positive or negative 
impact, students 
will be able to add 
another class to 
their schedule. 
This will allow 
them to gain more 
knowledge and 
experience.

This is the 
2016-2017 block 
schedule. Russell 
High School 
switched to this 
type of scheduling 
to enable students 
to participate in 
more classes. On 
Red Days students 
report to one set 
of classes, while 
Blue Days they 
report to a second 
set of classes.
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Walking  through the doors of 
Russell High School early in the 
morning, Gene Flax takes a deep 
breath to start the day ahead of 
him.

Flax first started his first athletic 
director job at TMP High School 
in Hays, Kansas. The district 
posted the job as the coaching 
position for football along with the 
athletic director job.

“When I first took the job at 
TMP, it was the head football 
coach and athletic director that’s 
how it was advertised,” Mr. Flax 
continues, “I kind of just fell into 
becoming an athletic director.”

One of the biggest struggles and 
main struggles being an athletic 
director for Mr. Flax was just 
simply time.

“While I was also coaching 
one of the big struggles was time, 
because it takes a lot of time to do 
the job right,” Mr. Flax continues, 
“For many nights I was up at the 
high school until ten o’clock at 
night after practice to get work 
done then get back to school early 
again.”

The best parts so far being an 
athletic director for Flax is being 
part of the victories that happen 
in the athletics and also being able 
to see coaches grow and develop 
through time.

“Being able to share the victories 
through all the athletic teams 
and watching the contests,” Mr. 
Flax continues, “Also watching 
the coaches grow into their 
positions and giving those coaches 

guidance.”
Mr. Flax’s overall experience at 

TMP being the athletic director 
was great.

Mr. Flax says, “It was a great 
experience, I gave a lot of young 
coaches their first coaching 
position giving them a start and 
profession and I got to watch kids 
grow up as not only students but 
also student athletes.”

What Mr. Flax likes so far about 
Russell High School is the office 
staff, administration and faculty he 
believes that they have been very 
supportive of him.

“I like how the office staff and 
administration has been very 
supportive as well as the faculty 
and I appreciate that because I 
don’t live in Russell, I have to drive 
from hays every day, which could 
be a hindrance but I feel like I’ve 
been taken in very well,” said Mr. 
Flax.

Mr. Flax’s biggest advice for 
those who want to pursue a career 
to be an athletic director is to 
build a rapport with the coaching 
staff.

Mr. Flax says, “My number one 
advise for those is make sure that 
you build a strong rapport with the 
coaching staff and make sure that 
you are backing them, that doesn’t 
mean you are going to agree with 
them, they have got to know that 
they have got your support.”

Mr. Flax has been an athletic 
director for 21 years and plans to 
do five more years after the 2016-
2017 school year.

Mr. Flax; New athletic director 
Staff Reporter
Caleb Baldwin

Top five grossing movies of 2016 

Finding Dory
$ 485,197,113 Buena Vista 

 Getting to know Mr. Moore
Staff Reporter
Cassie Whitten 

 When Mrs. Renetta 
Dawson announced her 
move to Hays, everyone 
was wondering if the 
next person would be 
able to fill the role of 
a compassionate band 
teacher.

Alumni of Bethany 
College, Mr. Gabe 
Moore moved to 
Russell in June to teach 
9-12 band, 9-12 class 
instrumental and two 
middle school band 
classes.

“Right now, my 
favorite class to teach is 
concert band. There’s a 
whole different world 
in the music,” said 
Mr. Moore, “All of 
the hidden meanings 
are like puzzle pieces. 
Sometimes it’s hard to 
put together, but when 
you do it’s amazing 
and not such a mystery 

anymore.”
Instead of being a 

band teacher, Mr. Gabe 
Moore had different 
intentions when he was 
a senior in high school. 

“Teaching was 
something I was always 
very interested in, but I 
wanted to teach history 
instead. My path led 
me different, though. I 
really liked music and 
it’s always been a part 
of me, so I couldn’t 
foresee myself doing 
anything different than 
exactly that, “  said Mr. 
Moore, “ I decided on 
teaching band over 
vocal because vocal 
has never been my 
strong point. I had 
anxiety about singing 
in front of people, but 
I never felt it while I 
was playing on stage.  
Band has always been 

Captain America: Civil War                             
$ 408,084,394 Buena Vista

The Secret Life of Pets                                   
$ 365,819,550 Universal

The Jungle Book                                             
$ 364,001,123 Buena Vista

New shop teacher; Mr. Brown
Staff Reporter
Pargat Hayer

 Shop teacher Matt Brown is a new 
addition to Russell High School, who teaches 
all of the shop classes.

Brown has been teaching for 15 years in 
his career. He first taught at Ransom Jr/Sr 
High School for two years, in Ness County, 
southwest of Hays. Then went to Otis-Bison 
Jr/Sr High School for nine years before 
moving to this district. In Russell.

“I taught at the middle school for three 
years. I enjoyed it very much. Great 
coworkers, great facility and fun students,” 
said Brown.

Brown decided to become a shop teacher 
when he was in college at Fort Hays State 
University and studied technology studies 
and education. He was born and raised up 
in Hays and has always lived there. He grew 
up building things with his dad and is self 
taught in the art of furniture and cabinet 
construction.

“I learned about that in college, but 
mostly from trial and error and researching 
different practices and procedures,” said 
Brown.

Brown says that his classes have all been 
going well. In cabinet making one, they are 

finishing up drafting and starting to get 
ready to start drawing plans and working 
on safety. In Cabinet making two they have 
started recently in the shop. For carpentry 
the beginning of the bus barn project is 
about to start after the site gets prepared. 
The carpentry class will be working all 
throughout the cold winter to make sure 
the project gets done before school is out.  
Computer Aided Drafting is going smoothly 
so far. He enjoys each and every class and 
how all of them have separate difficulties. 

“This is a very nicely equipped shop 
with a few machines that I had not had the 
opportunity to use before my transfer to the 
high school,” said Brown

Brown says that for his time in Russell 
it has been a swell time. He has met many 
co-workers who are excellent to work with 
them. Brown also has got to meet many of 
the students that he taught in middle school. 
He is glad that he finally can teach at the 
high school level again although he did enjoy 
his three years at the middle school.

“I have met more people that have just 
stopped by the shop or the construction 
project to introduce themselves,” said Brown.

something that was 
really enjoyable and 
easy to do.”

In Mr. Gabe Moore’s 
free time, he likes 
listening to music by 
the Eagles, reading, 
and watching movies 
like Casablanca, but 
when he can he plays 
the euphonium which 
is a smaller version of 

a tuba.
“My favorite thing 

about teaching band is 
seeing everyone when 
we all accomplish our 
goals,” said Mr. Moore, 
“I think it’s so neat 
seeing everyone get on 
the same page, even 
though it’s hard, and yet 
still have so much fun 
with it.”

Mr. Gabe Moore 
marches down 
Main Street 
during the 
homecoming 
parade. Mr. Moore 
is the new band 
teacher, replacing 
Mrs. Renetta 
Dawson.

Deadpool                                                        
$  363,070,709 Fox

Top 10 iTunes downloads

1. Closer
-The Chainsmokers

2. Hallelujah
-Pentatonix

3. 24K Magic
-Bruno Mars

4. Starving
-Hailee Steinfeld

5. Heathens
-Twenty One Pilots

6. Don’t Wanna Know
-Maroon 5

7. Dust My Shoulders
-Jane Zhang

8. Juju On That Beat
-Zay Hilfigerrr

9. Blue Ain’t Your Color
-Keith Urban

10. Gold
-Kiiara
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President-Elect: 
Donald Trump Stuns the 
World, Wins the Presidency.

America woke up 
Wednesday to a new and 
unexpected reality — 
Donald J. Trump will be the 
next president of the United 
States.

In a resounding rebuke to 
the political establishment, 
the Manhattan mogul and 
reality TV star was elected 
the 45th commander in 
chief following one of the 
most bitter and wildly 
unpredictable campaigns in 
the nation’s history.

Trump, in an upset for 
the ages, defeated former 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton by running the table 
in battleground states across 
the country — from Florida 
and North Carolina to Ohio 
and Pennsylvania.

He declared victory 
Tuesday night before a 
large crowd of enthusiastic 
supporters, pledging to help 

unite the country after his 
rancorous battle with the 
Democratic nominee.

“Now it’s time for 
America to bind the wounds 
of division,” Trump said at 
the Midtown Hilton in New 
York City. “I say it is time for 
us to come together as one 
united people.”

He congratulated Clinton 
on a “very, very hard-fought 
campaign.”

Trump said Clinton called 
him sometime after 2 a.m. 
ET to concede the race. 
But she did not address her 
supporters until several 
hours later at a Manhattan 
hotel, admitting “this is 
painful and it will be for a 
long time.”

“I hope that he will be 
a successful president for 
all Americans,” she said of 
Trump. “We must accept 
this result and look to the 
future. We owe him an open 
mind and a chance to lead.”

President Barack Obama, 
who campaigned furiously 

for Clinton, congratulated 
Trump by telephone early 
Wednesday and invited him 
to a meeting at the White 
House on Thursday.

“It is no secret that the 
president-elect and I have 
some significant difference,” 
Obama said later in the Rose 
Garden, noting that he also 
had “significant differences” 
with his predecessor, George 
W. Bush.

“We are all now rooting 
for his success,” Obama said 
of Trump.

Earlier, Trump campaign 
manager Kellyanne Conway 
told TODAY that Obama 
was very welcoming.

“It was a very warm 
conversation,” Conway said. 
“They resolved to work 
together, which is exactly 
what this country needs … 
to help unify and heal the 
country.”

Still, it is likely to be 
an awkward face-to-face 
conversation — Trump 
was behind the so-called 

Trump wins the White House

Courtesy of NBC News

Who did you vote for?

“I voted for Donald 
Trump because he 
is going to build 

a wall and get 
rid of all illegal 
immigrants.”

-Ryan Miller (12)

“I voted for Donald 
Trump because 
I am strongly 

against Hillary 
and because of my 
stance on pro-life.” 
-Sam Ptacek (12)

“I voted for Donald 
Trump because  
of his stances on 

pro-life and some 
of his good ideas 
for immigration 

reform.”
-Travis Ochs (12)

“I voted for Donald 
Trump because he 
is pro-life and that 
is very important 

to me.”
-Maddy Roth (12)

“I voted for Donald 
Trump because I 

feel that he is right 
about regulating 

illegal immigrants 
and building a 

wall.”
-Joseph Cochran 

(12)

“Given that the 
current candidates 

really suck, I 
withheld my vote 

until the next 
election. It doesn’t 
look promising.”
-Dallas McCobb 

(12)

The Pony Express is a student forum published by the RHS journalism 
class, printed by the Russell County News and distributed free of 
charge to all RHS students.
Writers’ editorial opinions expressed through the publication do not 
reflect the opinion of the staff, administration or board of education. 
Any RHS student,faculty, staff or community member can submit a 
column or editorial cartoon.
Submissions must be a minimum of 250 words and a maximum of 
400. All articles and drawings must be signed. All cartoons must be 
on plain white paper, not lined. The Pony Express reserves the right to 
refuse to print articles/editorials for any reason.
Some material courtesy of American Society of Newspaper Editors/
KRT Campus High School Newspaper service. 
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birther campaign designed 
to discredit Obama by 
questioning whether he was 
born in the United States.

Trump’s bitter Republican 
rival, Jeb Bush, also 
congratulated him — via 
Twitter — and said he and 
his wife Columba “will pray 
for you in the days and 
months to come.”

Trump, 70, triumphed 
across the South, Plains 
and the Rust Belt, where 
the Republican candidate’s 
mix of economic populism 
and freewheeling bravado 
resonated with millions of 
white working-class voters 
alienated by globalization 
and cultural change.

The forgotten men and 
women of our country will 
be forgotten no longer,” 
Trump said during his 

victory speech.
Clinton, 69, who entered 

Election Day with a modest 
lead in most national polls, 
saw her narrow advantage 
fizzle away in crucial states 
such as Pennsylvania and 
North Carolina. She carried 
traditional Democratic 
strongholds in the Northeast, 
the West and her home state 
of Illinois, earning her at 
least 218 electoral votes.

But it was not enough. 
And now President-elect 
Trump is poised to be the 
first person to be sworn in as 
commander in chief without 
having held elected office 
or served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces.

His unexpected victory 
also dashed the dreams of 
millions of women who had 
hoped Clinton would shatter 

the ultimate glass ceiling 
and become the nation’s first 
female U.S. president.

As of 2 p.m. ET, Clinton 
was actually ahead of Trump 
in votes, with 59,626,052 
votes compared to her rival, 
who had 59,423,391. That 
arithmetic put Clinton on 
track to possibly become the 
fifth presidential candidate to 
win the popular vote but lose 
the election.

Trump’s victory gives the 
GOP a lock on power in 
Washington. NBC News 
projects that Republicans 
will retain control of the 
Senate and the House of 
Representatives.

He won despite the fact 
that early exit polls showed 
that large majorities of voters 
had an unfavorable view of 
both him and Clinton.

Business mogul, reality TV star, and Republican candidate Donald Trump defeated former Secretary of State and Democrat nominee Hillary Clinton Tuesday, November 9 to 
become the next President of the United States. Trump becomes the 45th President of the United States and will be sworn into office in January. (Picture courtesy of CNN)
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