
 The girls basketball tournament team line up with the winning bracket after the final game. 
The girls won the game with a score of 66-34.

Girls win the Winter Jam
Valarie Morgenstern
Photography Editor 

On January 21, at the 
Hoisington Recreation 
Center, the girls’ 
basketball team defeated 
Otis-Bison to become the 
2017 Hoisington Winter 
Jam champs. 

Winning the title has 
been a big goal of the girls 
for most of the season.

“Winning the Winter 
Jam was one of our goals 
going into the season,” 
Sam Ptacek (12) said. 
“We weren’t necessarily 
expecting it, but we 
definitely had high hopes 
to accomplish that goal, 
and we did.”

The girls played 
their first game of the 
tournament on January 17 
against Minneapolis and 
won easily with a score of 
54-25. They played their 
second game January 20 

Blehm and Gupta take
 fourth at state debate

Gage Brown
Staff Reporter

For the debate team, 
after months of filing, 
researching, preparing, 
and civil arguing, 
everything culminates in 
the final state tournament. 

On January 20-21, after 
falling in the quarterfinals, 
senior Taelyr Blehm and 
freshman Tisha Gupta 
took fourth place in the 
3-2-1A Kansas State 
Debate 2-Speaker event 
held in Lyons, Kansas. 

“I feel that we did not 
do terribly, and a lot of 
it had to do with luck,” 
said Gupta. “If we had 
gone against a different 
team we would have won 
quarterfinals and would 
have gotten third. I feel 
we would have done even 
better if [Taelyr and me] 

had spent another year 
together.” 

This was Gupta’s first 
year on the debate team.

“I think [going to state 
with Taelyr] was really 
unexpected,” said Gupta. 
“It was my first year, my 
novice year, so ending up 
on a team with Taelyr just 
unexpectedly happened.”  

While it was Gupta’s first 
year, Blehm has competed 
at the state level in debate 
in the past. 

“Three years ago 
Tisha’s brother, Shiv, and 
I qualified for state in 
debate, but we didn’t place 
as well as we did this year,” 
said Blehm.

While the state 
tournament was the end of 
Blehm’s debate career, she 

hopes college holds many 
new experiences.

“I am very excited to 
try mock trial in college. 
I know that is will be a 
different level of difficulty 
compared to high school 
debate, but I am up to the 
challenge,” said Blehm.  

Blehm will hold the 
lessons and habits that she 
has learned in debate with 
her in the future.  

“Debate has taught me 
so many life skills, like 
organization, commitment, 
and how to hold an 
intellectual conversation,” 
said Blehm. “I will always 
be grateful to debate for 
teaching me the rewards of 
hard work and the value of 
learning how to rely on a 
trusted partner.”
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How did it feel to win the Hoisington Winter Jam?

“It was a great win for the 
team and I’m glad we got to 
do it together. It was great to 
finally get to play and end up 
winning the first few games I 
got to play.” –Sam Leiker (11)

“It felt incredible to win, Russell hadn’t 
won the title in four years so it was 
great to get it back. It was so much fun 
playing all week and the community 
and school support was amazing. This 
huge win makes me more excited to 
see what we can accomplish as a team.” 
–Lauren Myers (10)

“Winning the Winter Jam was an 
amazing experience. So far we had won 
the battles, but we needed to win the 
war. I’m thankful to play with such an 
amazing team that have grown together 
like a family and I’m thankful for the 
accomplishments we have made for my 
last year.” –Jordyn Wagner (12)

“Winning the tourna-
ment makes you want to 
keep working hard so we 
can keep doing that in 
the years to come and to 
hold on to the tradition of 
Lady Bronco basketball.” 
–Janae Schulte (9)

“Winning the Winter Jam was 
amazing and it made my last 
year playing a whole lot better. 
I hope we can continue to work 
well as a team for the rest of the 
year and keep winning games 
like we have been.”
- Delainey Pospicial (12)

Taelyr Blehm and Tisha 
Gupta pose for a photo after 
being presented their fourth 
place medals. This was 
Gupta’s first time qualifying 
for state debate. “It was 
wonderful to get fourth at 
state with Taelyr,” Gupta 
said. “She has been a great 
partner and has taught me 
many valuable lessons in 
debate.”
photo courtesy of Mr. Shawn 
Denton 

Suchy takes home title Daisi Brand
Business Manager

Suchy 
achieved his 
goal of taking 
home first place 
at the annual 
two-day Bob 
Kuhn Prairie 
Classic in Hays 
on January 21. 

Although 
this was a very 
important 
match for 
Suchy, he was 
not as nervous 
as one would 
think.

“I wasn’t 
nervous because 
I knew that I 
had beat him 
earlier in the 
season and 
I just had to 
go out there 
with the right 
mindset,” said 
Suchy.

Suchy’s 
opponent, 
Junior Shawn 
Urban from 
Hoisington, 
had a strong 
record of only 
one loss going 
into the finals 

match. His 
only loss was 
to Suchy in a 
previous match 
this season. 
Suchy also 
has only had 
one loss this 
season, with a 
record of 26-1. 
Suchy’s goal 
for the match 
was to not go 
into overtime, 
although when 
it did, he was 
prepared.

“Even though 
I didn’t want 
it to go into 
overtime, 
I wasn’t 
nervous when 
it happened 
because I felt 
like I was in 
better shape 
than him,” said 
Suchy.

Suchy’s hard 
work and 
determination 
paid off when 
he got the final 
takedown in the 
fourth period 
and won the 

match. Now, 
Suchy’s focus 
is to take home 
first place at 
state, where 
he many have 
to wrestle 
Urban again. 
By practicing 
hard, working 
out at home, 
and having 
a winning 
mindset, Suchy 
believes he can 
achieve his goal 
of taking home 
the title at state.

Suchy also 
plans to further 
his love for 
wrestling by 
sticking with 
the sport and 
participating 
in it during 
college. To 
Suchy, wrestling 
is more than 
just a sport, it is 
his passion.

“I love 
wrestling, 
because it 
shows you 
who the most 
dominant 

Senior Kelton Suchy gets his 
hand raised after beating his 
opponent in overtime. Suchy 
took home first place at the 
annual two-day Bob Kuhn 
Prairie Classic in Hays on 
January 21.

person is and it 
makes you stronger 
mentally and 
physically,” said 
Suchy. 

against Ellsworth and came 
out on top 43-41.

“Our toughest game was 
against Ellsworth,” Jaclyn 
Schulte (11) said. “We 
didn’t play our best, but 
they are still a good team, 
so it was fun to beat them 
in a very close game.”

The championship game 
took place the following 
day on January 21, where 
they played previously 
undefeated Otis-Bison. The 
girls accomplished their 
goal and won with a score 
of 66-34. 

“Going into the Winter 
Jam we had high hopes, 
but anything could have 
happened,” Maddy Roth 
(12) said. “It’s honestly the 
greatest feeling when you 
know how hard you and 
your team have worked and 
end up with good results.” 

The last time the girls 

won the tournament was in 
2013, so they were happy 
to get the title back, and 
they plan on continuing to 
do big things throughout 
the season.

“I believe that we can 
accomplish the rest of the 
goals we set if we continue 
to play as a team like we 
have been,” Ptacek said. 
“Our future goals include a 
league championship and a 
sub-state championship.”

Schulte, as well as 
sophomore Tiffany 
Dortland, were named to 
the 2017 Winter Jam All-
Tournament team.

“Winning the 
tournament was a great 
experience, but making 
the all-tournament team 
and knowing all my hard 
work is paying off made 
the week even better,” 
Dortland said.



Pg 2. What’s Happening

As all types of people flood the 
streets from Washington D.C. to 
Alaska and Antarctica on January 
21, the protests aren’t necessarily 
aimed at the new president. The 
women marching claim that the 
peaceful demonstrations are 
aimed toward the equality for all.

They created the event to 
send an affirmative message 
that “women’s rights are human 
rights.” That’s why they call it a 
“march” or a “rally” instead of a 
protest. It’s undeniable that a lot 
more thought than “Trump is 
bad” went into the planning — 
and that characterizing it only as 
a protest against him somewhat 
down plays the message that 
many participants hope to send. 

Some issues the marchers 
peacefully protested were 
“accountability and justice for 
police brutality and [dismantling] 
the gender and racial inequities 
within the criminal justice 
system, ratifying the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution 
that would guarantee equal 
protection based on gender, 
affirming that all domestic and 
caretaking work is work, even 
if unpaid, and that women — 
especially women of color — bear 
the brunt of that burden, the 
right to organize and fight for 
a living minimum wage for all 
workers, labor protections for 
undocumented and migrant 
workers, and “solidarity with 
sex workers’ rights movements,” 
freedom from sexual violence, 

comprehensive reproductive 
rights, LGBTQ rights, and 
immigrant and refugee rights.”

Before bashing the people who 
stand up for women across the 
US, say thank you instead. Some 
may be delusional and in denial 
about how “equal” they are, but 
with some very light research, 
one can easily find how unequal 
women are to men in America, 
and how we compare to other 
countries. 

Mothers of newborns are 
guaranteed paid leave in 188 
countries, the WORLD Policy 
Analysis Center reports. Only 
nine countries do not. Guess 
which one is among them? 
The United States. The others: 
Marshall Islands, Micronesia, 
Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Suriname and Tonga. 
What a group to be associated 
with.

The Convention on the 
Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women -- or CEDAW, 
as it’s known -- was adopted by 
the United Nations in 1979. Only 
seven nations don’t recognize the 
CEDAW: Iran, Palau, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Sudan, Tonga… 
and the United States. Nothing 
saws being a world leader 
like being grouped with Iran 
and Somalia – a country that 
doesn’t even have a functioning 
government.

When it comes to paychecks, 
the United States ranks 65th in 
wage equality for similar work, 

according to a World Economic 
Forum study of 142 countries.

Women marching today and 
protesters of the past have fought 
to improve these conditions. Why 
wouldn’t women stand behind a 
cause like this when it affects each 
and every one of us?

Marching for a voice, having 
control over our reproductive 
systems, public breastfeeding, 
and paid maternity leave are all 
“privileges” that women should 
be entitled to. Women who 
are against these marches are 
admitting that they’re okay with 
being treated like a second class 
citizen. 

No one is entitled to anything 
and rights aren’t given to anyone, 
rights are fought for and won. 
This isn’t new. It’s great that 
people who disagree with the 
march feel equal and entitled; 
however, settle with less. Educate 
yourself, and appreciate the 
women who have gotten you 
to where we are today. If you 
can’t stand with them, at least 
be respectful and allow them 
to continue changing your life, 
your daughter’s life, and your 
granddaughter’s life for the better.

Everyone has the right to 
their own opinion and voice it, 
but remember; women weren’t 
given that right.  Activists such 
as Gloria Steinman, Malala 
Yousafzai, and Rosa Parks 
marched, and fought for the right 
of women to disagree with the 
movement.

Women’s March Editorial 
Autumn Karst
Junior Editor

What is your opinion 
on the Women’s 

March?
“I think people can march for what 

they want because there’s freedom, but 
then again due to my religion I don’t 
necessarily agree with the pro-choice 

aspect, but everyone has their own 

Strnad moving to Republic County
 Mr.Jed A. Strnad 

and his family will leave 
Russell following the 
2016-2017 school year 
to continue teaching 
agriculture at Republic 
County High School for 
grades 6-12 and be an 
FFA Advisor.

“I will teach 
Exploratory Ag, 
Animal Science, Plant 
Science, Agribusiness, 
and hopefully Food 
Science. I will be one 
of two Ag instructors/
FFA advisors.” Strnad 
continued. “As for FFA, 
I will be a co-advisor.  
We will share many 
of the responsibilities.  
My teaching partner, 
David Graham teaches 
Intro to Agriscience, Ag 
Mechanics, Ag Power, 
and Ag Welding 1 & 2.”

Mr. Strnad has 
taught for 12 years at 
Russell High School. 
Courses that he 
taught have included:  
Intro to Agriscience, 
Ag Mechanics, Ag 
Communications and 

“Go them for having the confidence to 
express how they feel.” 

–Jaime Hanson (11)

“I think that it was a great step for 
women. We are still fighting to have 
equal rights and this is a big step for 

us.” 
–Tayla Goodenough (10)

“I think it’s great men and women 
came together and didn’t show any 

acts of violence to stick up for women’s 
rights.”
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On January 21, 2017, 
thousands of people 
meet in the streets of 
Washington D.C. to rally 
against the new president. 
This monumental event 
took place the day after 
the inauguration.

Grace Oste
Yearbook Editor

Leadership Animal 
Science, Plant/Soil 
Science and Horticulture, 
Food Science, 
Environmental Science, 
Advanced Project 
Construction, and 
Advanced Ag Mechanics.

“I’ve enjoyed the 
students and the many 
friendships that I’ve 
gained from former 
students, parents and 
community members.  
I’ve really loved having 
Mr. Bernard as a 
principal my entire time 
here.  He allows teachers 
to do what they do best, 
run their own classrooms 
and teach,” Strnad 
continued. “He and 
many others have been 
supportive of the changes 
that I’ve made in the 
program over the years.  I 
will also miss seeing the 
other faculty members 
on a daily basis who have 
become my friends over 
the years.

In Strnad’s opinion, 
there are many positives 
to moving back to his 
hometown in Republic 
County to teach. His wife 

Mrs.Tranda Strnad, who 
is currently teaching art 
for grades K-5, was also 
offered a job teaching art 
for grades 6-12.

“I will also be able to 
help my dad with our 
family farming operation 
and work closer in 
partnership with my 
brother in our growing 
cattle herd.  Moving will 
also require us to travel 
less to see family on 
weekends, holiday breaks 
and summers, at least in 
terms of traveling to visit 
my family,” Strnad said.

At his new job, 
Strnad looks forward 
to sharing some of the 
FFA Advisory duties 
and spending more 
time with his family and 
his children’s activities. 
He plans to carry over 
certain elements from 
Russell to the new school.

“I hope to be able 
to continue an already 
strong program, be seen 
in the community and 
establish the same type of 
school and community 
support for the Ag and 
FFA that I’ve had here, 

Strnad continued. “I 
hope to gain support 
for their FFA Alumni 
in order for them to be 
able to improve their 
collegiate scholarship 
program.”

Strnad is proud of 
his accomplishments 
through FFA.

“I have several 
things that I’m proud 
of.  As far as FFA is 
concerned, coordinating 
a community service 
project that has donated 
over 2,500 lbs. of ground 
beef to the local food 
pantry is at the top of the 
list,” Strnad continued. 
“On a broader level, I’m 
most proud of the many 
students that I’ve had 
and watched go on to 
do great things.  I’ve had 
students go on to become 
farmers, ranchers, 
welders, mechanics, 
doctors, teachers, 
military members, small 
business owners, office 
administrators, bankers, 
law enforcement, social 
workers, graduate 
students, collegiate 
athletes, and parents.”

Saying goodbye to “Bigs”
Taelyr Blehm
Newspaper Editor

 For the past nine 
years, high school 
students have had 
the opportunity to 
mentor a young student 
at the elementary 
level through the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters 
program that is now 
coming to an end. 

According to Mr. 
David Zachman, the 
program has been voted 
to discontinue for high 
school level students 
and will instead move 
to adult volunteers 18 
and older. He is sad to 
see it go. 

“I am very 

disappointed to see 
the Russell High 
School Bigs in Schools 
discontinued. It was a 
win-win program and 
was great for both the 
high school students 
and the younger 
students they partnered 
with. RHS students had 
an opportunity to help 
a youngster as a role 
model and friend,” said 
Zachman. 

BBBS has provided 
many high school 
students with the chance 
to be a positive role 
model for the younger 
generation. 

With program 
coming to a close many 

are sad to see it go and 
wish it could continue. 

“I am sad that the 
program will not 
continue into next year. 
Students are missing 
out on opportunities to 
be with a little and gain 
those special friendships 
with them,” said Ochs. 

Despite the 
bittersweet ending to a 
program that has shaped 
lives it is positive to 
note that the program 
achieved its goal which 
was to, “ To match high 
school students with 
younger students to be a 
friend and a positive role 
model to aide with their 
development.” 
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