
 
 

2018 Summer Reading List 
7th and 8th Grade 

Welcome to Middle School. Over the summer every student is required to pick at least 
one book from the reading list and complete the attached Summer Reading 

Assignments. I encourage students to choose a book that they haven’t read before.  
 
Summer Reading  for 2018 Rising 7th Grader 

 
Summer Reading  for 2018 Rising 8th Grader 

 

 



 

2018 Summer Reading Assignment 
1.Write a letter to one character or many characters in the book. You can write the letter as 
yourself writing to a character in the book, as a character from the book writing to another 
character in the book, or as a character you made up writing to a character in the book. Please 
include details that show you understand the book and try to use your language to show the 
different emotions you/the character might have experienced in response to events in the plot. 
Please include at least ONE letter from a major moments in the book.  
 
Here’s an example of a Letter: 
 Dear Kenny,  

 

I saw that amazing game you were playing with LJ in your backyard. I was even more 

surprised when LJ said the dinosaurs were radioactive. Were you afraid of getting radiation 

poisoning? Do you know what surprised me the most? Once you buried those dinosaurs a few hours 

later I saw something strange in your backyard. I couldn’t believe what I was seeing. Did you see 

what happened in your backyard? Do you know who was responsible for what happened? I feel really 

bad for you because you’re a really good person. If you ever need my help solving these question I’ll 

be at my cousin Buphead's house. 

 

Sincerely  

Emily Jean Henson 
 
2. Please put an eye-catching cover page on your assignment. Use images you think represent 
the book to spice it up. You can hand-draw, create a collage, or design the cover using a 
computer, but make sure it’s original (don’t just copy and paste the book cover) and make sure 
the cover includes your name,grade,  the book title and the author’s name.  
 
Here’s an example of a Cover Page: 

Do’s Dont’s 

 

 
Emily Jean Henson 

5th Grade 



 

 All responses should be written in complete sentences. Please be specific with your answers to 
ensure that you will be able to respond to a classroom writing assignment.  
 
1. Characterization. a. Tell all about the protagonist (main character). Be specific about 
appearance, age, name, personality qualities, and character traits.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 b. A character’s motivation is what drives him or to behave, think, and interact in a particular 
way. What is the protagonist’s motivation?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________  
 
c. How did the main character change or progress from the beginning to the end of the book? 
To gather clues about changes in a character’s personality, notice a character’s words, actions, 
reactions, feelings, movements, thoughts, mannerisms, and what other characters say about or 
react to him or her.  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Conflict. a. Describe the conflict or central problem in the novel. Remember that a conflict can 
be external or a problem that the protagonist has within him or her.  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________  
 
b. How was the conflict resolved?  
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________  
 
c. Tell whether or not the resolution was satisfactory to the main character and why.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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