
THEATRE ARTS
Valley View ISD

COURSE: Theatre Arts

TEACHER: Mandy Rausch

EMAIL: mrausch@vvisd.net

PHONE NUMBER: 940-726-3522

CONFERENCE: 5th Period

SCHEDULE:

1st Period (8:00-8:47) HS Theatre

2nd Period (8:51-9:38) English IV

3rd Period (9:42-10:31) HS Theatre

HOMEROOM (10:35-11:05) HOMEROOM

4th Period (11:09-11:56) English IV

5th Period/A&B Lunch (11:56-1:22) Lunch/Conference

6th Period (1:22-2:09) English IV

7th Period (2:13-3:00) JH Theatre

8th Period (3:04-3:51) JH Theatre

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Theatre is concerned with the communication of human issues. Its purpose is to teach students
to cope with the complexities of human relationships in modern society. Students should
examine theatre as a part of daily life, as a way of enhancing knowledge and skills, and as a
means of expression. All students will benefit from ongoing educational theatre experiences.
Our curriculum will encourage each student to develop confidence and poise through various
group, individual, and performance activities. This course combines a wide variety of activities
which promote growth in the following areas: listening skills, critical thinking abilities, research
techniques, performance and delivery skills. Developing these skills is a result of the



combination of teacher and peer assistance. As a group, our goals are to encourage excellence,
praise effort, listen attentively, work diligently and strive for the best.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Course objectives will vary by grade level and individual, but topics and concepts covered may
include any of the following (not a comprehensive list):

Expressive use of the body and voice to create a realistic character
Relaxation/preparation techniques
Pantomime
Improvisation
Voice and diction
Individual and ensemble acting skills
Script analysis
Identify and apply theatrical terminology
Stage movement, stage positions, and basic blocking
Theatrical production concepts and skills
Develop an appreciation of theatre
View, discuss, analyze and evaluate theatrical events
Audience etiquette
Analyze and critique personal theatrical experiences
Read and discuss a variety of dramas

SUPPLIES NEEDED:

1. Three-ring binder, any color (will be left in class)
2. Pen or (sharpened) pencil

*Supplies for various projects will be determined by the instructor. In the event that the student
will need to provide additional materials, students and parents will be notified in advance. I will
also try to keep a running Amazon wish list on the Theatre homepage on the Valley View ISD
website.

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:

1. Students will be expected to follow the guidelines for conduct outlined in the Student
Handbook. There will be a zero tolerance policy for bullying or discrimination.
Theatre is a space for all, and we will treat our classmates, teacher, and any clinicians or
observers with respect at all times.

2. Cell phones and headphones/air pods are to remain put away from bell to bell unless
expressly authorized by the teacher for educational purposes. I will offer a safe place to
store phones for the duration of the class period if the student wishes, or if a student’s



phone is taken up based on the consequences listed. Consequences for misuse of cell
phones are, in order:

a. A verbal warning
b. Teacher will take the phone and lock it in her office until the end of the class

period
c. Teacher will take the phone to the office, where the student may retrieve it at the

end of the day.
d. Multiple instances of the student’s cell phone being taken to the office may result

in a fee of $15 assessed by administration to retrieve the phone.
3. Be inside the classroom before the bell rings.
4. Do not disturb your classmates or teacher by being disruptive.

GRADING:

Grading for this class is broken down into Daily (45%), Tests (45%), and Six-Weeks Tests
(10%). For this course, a large part of your daily grade will be based on participation in activities
and discussions. This will look different for every student; please contact me with any questions
or concerns. Extra Credit for this course may be offered in the form of attending live theatrical
performances or viewing of recorded live performances, both accompanied by a feedback form
provided by the instructor.

DRESS CODE:

The District dress code outlined in your student handbook will be enforced at all times. A big
part of theatre is movement, so please dress comfortably and appropriately. During some units,
a change of clothes may be needed for optimal comfort and movement. Units will be announced
in advance in order to give fair warning for individual attire needs. Please let me know if you
have any questions or concerns.

This syllabus is a tentative outline of this course and may be changed as deemed
necessary by the instructor. An updated copy of the syllabus will be on my teacher page.


