
         

                        

 MAGNET COVE 
           PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

        

The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in an unexpected change to education. When schools closed in March, learning 

continued but was focused on review of content per the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education  (DESE). 

Arkansas Secretary of Education, Johnny Key, explained  “last spring we were planning for a crisis, but now we are 

planning for the future.” Moving forward, online learning will be much more comprehensive and designed to provide 

quality instruction  and learning opportunities that were not the focus of all online learning last spring.  

In order to provide your child with a premier education, we must provide a strong academic setting that ensures student 

learning, whether face-to-face or technology-based. Grade-level standards or higher will continue to be taught, 

regardless of the COVID-19 circumstances or needs of individual students/families. We must also assess (test) students to 

identify knowledge and learning gaps and put supports in place for those needing help.  

The Magnet Cove School District is preparing to offer flexible options beginning in the fall of 2020, for students and 

parents. Curriculum, instruction, and testing will be delivered in multiple ways to ensure learning among all students. 

These options will provide flexibility for families to choose a learning environment that best fits their needs. The Magnet 

Cove Ready for Learning Plan will be available in its entirety prior to the start of school. This plan is being developed by 

the Magnet Cove Ready For Learning Committee and will provide comprehensive details pertaining to how all protocols 

and procedures will be implemented. Below is an overview of the plan options followed by FAQ to assist families as they 

plan for the fall.  

OPTION I: BLENDED LEARNING (ONSITE FLEXIBLE  LEARNING) 
Students will report onsite to school buildings to learn between One (1) and  five (5) days a week in a setting which 

follows Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) guidelines to the maximum extent feasible . (Class size, lunch, and 

changing classes could be impacted due to social distancing requirements.)  

The traditional classroom will become a blended learning classroom which allows students to continue learning grade 

level or content standards through face-to-face instruction and technology-based approaches. Students will have the 

flexibility to report to campus for face-to-face instruction, based on individual needs/preferences, on a daily basis. 

Teachers will utilize components of virtual/technology-based instruction as part of their face-to-face instruction to ensure 

that both students and teachers are prepared to move to strictly online learning if  school closure is mandated by ADH in 

the future. In addition, this approach will allow students who might be ill or quarantined for a limited amount of time to 

continue their education even if they are not physically in the classroom. 

OPTION II: VIRTUAL/REMOTE LEARNING (ONLINE LEARNING) 
All instruction will be online five (5) days a week; no in person or on campus instruction. Students will learn 

remotely full-time. AT TIMES, STUDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO BE ONSITE FOR STATE MANDATED 

ASSESSMENTS.  

Virtual/Remote Learning expectations for all students (K-12) will be outlined in detail for students and parents in a 

Virtual  Learning Contract. A variety of learning opportunities, options for participation, and social interaction through 

virtual means will be implemented. Students will have opportunities to participate in real-time instruction as well as to 

access pre-recorded content from their teachers. Failure to participate in or complete course requirements as outlined will 

be addressed in a manner consistent with the Virtual/Remote Learning Contract, and could result in a student moving to 

the onsite blended learning model. Students will follow all policies, handbooks, and procedures including attendance, 

assignments and behavior as appropriate to the Virtual/Remote Learning environment. Students registered in 

virtual/remote learning may also participate in extracurricular activities, following the guidelines of their respective 



 

activity as issued by the sponsor, coach, ADH, and the Arkansas Activities Association. Per AAA rules, students must 

participate in at least one class per day on campus to qualify. The one class per day onsite CAN be athletics. 

Transportation will be provided by the parent. 

Students/Families may choose to participate in Virtual/Remote Learning OR Blended Learning to start the 2020-2021 

school year. Students will be permitted to switch options at any time by contacting the building principal for the student. 

*This only applies if you are switching COMPLETELY form Virtual/Remote Learning to Blended OR from Blended to 

strictly Virtual/Remote Learning, NOT if you are just accessing the flexibility to attend onsite instruction through the 

Blended Learning Option.  

Students/Families are required to complete the following survey by  July 17, 2020.to indicate which option they will 

choose to begin the 2020-2021 school year. We want to  ensure that our students participating in Virtual/Remote 

Learning are equipped and Ready to Learn on the first day of school, therefore we need to know which students 

will be opting to begin the school year with Virtual/Remote Learning.  

\ 

Magnet Cove Public Schools Fall Reopening 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

As we continue to receive new guidance and direction from the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) and 

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), we will update our FAQs and do our best to provide 

clear, concise information to assist our parents, staff, and community. Some decisions are not made at the local 

level; school districts must follow requirements from DESE and ADH.   

 
Is the district still planning to begin school on August 13?  

No. The district is in the process of modifying the district calendar for the 2020-2021 school year, based on the directive 

from the State of Arkansas that the K-12 public school start day will NOT be before August 24th. Currently, our plans 

are  to begin the school year on August 24, 2020 and modify the current school calendar to meet the requirements 

pertaining to the public school calendar for all K-12 schools in Arkansas. Students who choose the MCSD 

Virtual/Remote Learning option will also observe the same school calendar. Once approved by the local school board, 

the revised district calendar will be available on the Magnet Cove School District Website.  

 

Will we have Open House?  

Face to Face open house will be for new students and new grades to a building (Ninth Grade) on August 20th from 

5:00-7:00 p.m. Kindergarten Open house will also be adjusted and Kindergarten parents will be notified individually 

when these plans are finalized. Elementary class lists (1st-5th grade) and schedules for current students in grades 6-

12 will be released August 3rd along with related teacher contact information. Only students new to the district, or 

incoming 9th graders will attend face to face open house.  

  

Is the district considering a schedule where students report to campus on alternating days or half days?  

No. There are no plans to schedule alternating days or half days for students as a requirement at this time. 

Our blended learning option will allow students to report for on-campus learning on the days they choose.  

There will be  a process in place for students/families to communicate if the student is not reporting to 

campus for instruction on a specific day or amount of time. This is not a commitment to one type of 

instruction, it simply ensures that students are safe and accounted for when choosing the flexibility to learn 

from home throughout the school year.  

 

 

Can my child return to school in the traditional five-day setting? 

Yes. If families choose the Blended Learning Model, students may attend 1-5 days per week, based on their individual 

needs.  

 

Is Virtual/Remote Learning the right choice for my child?  



 

Virtual/Remote Learning can be more difficult for some students. Families must strongly consider the following 

characteristics that lead to a successful virtual school experience for students.  

● Self-motivated students 

● Computer Literate 

● Time Management Skills 

● Effective Communicator 

● Personal Commitment 

● Academic Readiness 

● Technologically Prepared 

● Strong Parent Support/Involvement 

 

Will all teachers (K-12) use the same platform for digital learning?    

Yes. All teachers K-12 will utilize Google Classroom in every class/grade/subject. Teachers will have the option to 

utilize a variety of resources/programs to present content, but ALL online work will be accessed via Google Classroom.    

 

Will all teachers (K-12) use the same communication tool to maintain communication throughout the year with 

both students and parents?   

Yes.  All teachers K-12 will utilize the REMIND app in every class/grade/subject.  Students, and parents, will be required 

to sign up for REMIND notifications with each of their classes to maintain day-to-day communication. 

 

Do I have to provide my own computer for Virtual/Remote or Blended learning next year?  

No. Any students who want to be issued a district owned Chromebook for educational use only will be. All students 

will have the option to utilize a district issued Chromebook for off campus learning.  Parents and students will be 

required to sign a contract agreement for any technology issued to the student by the district.  

 

If I don’t like the learning option that I initially choose, can I switch to the other learning option? 
Students/Families may choose to participate in Virtual/Remote Learning OR Blended Learning to start the 2020-2021 

school year. Students will be permitted to switch options at any time by contacting the building principal for the 

student. This will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  Both the parent(s) and/or legal guardian, and the student may be 

required to be present in the conference.  *This only applies if you are switching COMPLETELY from 

Virtual/Remote Learning to Blended OR from Blended to strictly Virtual/Remote Learning, NOT if you are just 

accessing the flexibility to attend onsite instruction through the Blended Learning Option.  

 

Can we choose to complete assignments using paper packets?   

No, paper packets will not be provided. This was a short-term closure option and will not support the level of learning 

that will be a requirement for Virtual Learning for the upcoming school year.  

 

What if we do not have internet access at our home?  

For students who do not have home internet access, parents will need to strongly consider whether the Virtual/Remote 

Learning setting is the best option.  However; if a family chooses virtual learning, a Chromebook and 64GB thumb 

drive will be given to each student. The thumb drive materials provided will adequately support students who still 

wish to learn Virtually/Remotely even without internet access at home.  Parents will be responsible for making 

arrangements to get the thumb drive back and forth to the school within a set time period.  When the thumb drive is 

dropped off, a new on will be ready with new material on it.  If families choose the blended option, students will be 

expected to meet assignment deadlines set. Students participating in the Blended Learning option may also be required 

to  utilize thumb drive materials as part of their instruction.  

 

If students choose to do full-time virtual learning, will they be able to participate in extracurricular 

activities (like athletics, band, choir)? 

Yes.  The Arkansas Activities Association (AAA) will release and update guidance pertaining to AAA sanctioned  

activities. We anticipate sports activities in the fall with possible modifications as required by the ADH.   

 

Will students that choose the Virtual/Remote Learning option be responsible for state assessments? 

Yes.  All students, regardless of the learning option they choose, will be required to take all state mandated 

assessments onsite at this time. 



 

 

How do I sign up for MCSD Virtual/Remote Learning? 

Parents MUST indicate their intent for students to participate in Virtual/Remote learning using the district Ready For 

Learning Survey. This survey must be submitted by JULY 17, 2020.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qc9K5CuviZX3VpjdS4FAYJ4XUtMtzlOh4B9dg6jBi74/edit 

 

Can I visit the school, classroom, or eat lunch with my student? 

Under current ADH guidance, only essential visitors will be allowed in the schools. Parents will not be allowed to eat 

with their children and schools will discontinue large group gatherings (assemblies, pep rallys, etc.). 

 

Magnet Cove Public Schools has always welcomed parental support in our buildings: however, with the current ADH 

guidance, visitors are not allowed in the buildings. This guidance may change at a later time, but it is the guidance we 

have today. Visits to the school will be limited to essential activity. 

 

Will there be bottle filling stations for the refilling of water bottles during the day?  

All school buildings have water filling stations available. Students will be allowed to bring clear containers for 

water.  Students will not be allowed to drink directly from water fountains. 

 

Will social distancing guidelines be observed?  

In accordance with ADH directives, efforts will be made to limit close contact between students. Social distancing will be 

observed as much as feasibly possible but at times students will be closer than the recommended 6 ft. apart. When 

social distancing requirements cannot be maintained such as class exchange time, etc., students will be expected to wear 

face coverings. We will redesign classrooms and cafeteria spaces to increase the space between students but cannot 

always guarantee it will be 6 ft. We will make every effort to provide distance but not limit student’s ability to interact 

and communicate with others in their classroom. Additionally, supplies and materials will not be shared by students. 

 

Will face coverings be mandatory?  

Yes. In accordance with guidance from the  Arkansas Department of Health (ADH), face coverings will be required to 

be worn correctly (mouth and nose covered) by adults and ALL students K-12. This is subject to change if current 

guidance is updated.  Governor Hutchinson has communicated the expectation for wearing face masks when in 

settings with others outside your immediate family where social distancing is not always feasible. School is a 

communal setting, therefore social distancing cannot always be guaranteed. As citizens, we are expected to follow 

this guidance to protect ourselves and our community. As an institution charged with educating and developing 

responsible citizens of the future, we are committed to the responsibility set forth by the Governor and Arkansas 

Department of Health.  Face coverings will not be required by anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious; or 

anyone who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the cloth face covering without assistance.  

 

Can children PK-3rd grades wear face masks to school if the parent chooses that for their child?  

ALL students in Kindergarten-3rd grade will be required to wear a face mask. Those with documented health, 

sensory, or other conditions will not be required to wear masks, but may opt to wear them.  

 

 

 

Do we need to provide masks for our student or will one be provided?  

The district will provide cloth masks for every student.  

 

Will bus transportation be provided? 

Yes, the district will provide bus transportation for all students who need it within the Magnet Cove School District 

boundaries. Based on current ADH guidance, ALL students  will be required to wear face coverings when riding the bus,  

due to the school bus being a confined area where physical distancing is not practical or feasible. There will be 

exceptions for students with documented health, sensory, or other conditions. Students should practice social distancing 

at the bus stop. Parents are encouraged to provide transportation when possible.  

  

What steps are being taken to reduce the health/safety risk of your students and staff?   

MCSD is committed to the health and safety of our students, teachers, and their family members; we expect all of our 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qc9K5CuviZX3VpjdS4FAYJ4XUtMtzlOh4B9dg6jBi74/edit


 

staff and students to follow appropriate ADH guidelines to minimize exposure and risks. Everyone — students and staff 

— will be expected to stay home when they are sick.  

 

Can you guarantee the safety of your students and staff? 

Generally speaking, No. Every risk of infection or disease cannot be mitigated. We are doing everything we can to 

ensure the safety of our staff and students. This is our top priority. 

 

What special precautions will be implemented in regard to cleaning and sanitizing? 

Sanitation and cleanliness will be a high priority for our district as we return in the fall. High touch surfaces in 

classrooms  (door knobs, light switches, etc.) and restrooms (faucet levers, paper towel dispensers, flush levers, etc.) will 

be cleaned on a continuous basis throughout the day. CDC-approved hand sanitizer will be available for student use in 

every classroom upon entry and exit. Signage about frequent handwashing, cough etiquette, and nose blowing will be 

widely posted, disseminated, and encouraged to follow through various methods of communication. 

 

How do you intend to provide a safe, sanitized environment?  

The MCSD works with our custodial staff to comply with sanitation and safety directives given from ADH. 

Those actions include, but not limited to, the following: 

● Janitorial services will distribute wastebaskets, tissues, and CDC-approved hand sanitizer to every office and 

classroom so that these materials can be used upon entry and exit into any discrete location and during transit 

between sites;   

● Signage about frequent handwashing, cough etiquette, and nose blowing will be widely posted, disseminated, 

and encouraged to follow through various methods of communication; 

● Janitorial staff will follow guidance from the ADH about the use of face masks and other PPE needed when 

performing cleaning duties;   

● Janitorial staff will use the CDC guidance on cleaning. 

 

If an individual tests positive for COVID-19, what will happen?  

In the event an individual tests positive, there will be a district designated point of contact who will coordinate with the 

ADH and we will work with them and follow their guidance.  This could result in a brief closure of a single school 

within the district to provide time for additional cleaning and sanitation.  

 

Will students and adults be screened daily?   
Yes. Parents will be expected to screen their children using the current ADH Guidance prior to entering any school bus 

or building. All staff and visitors entering the building will be screened prior to entering the facility/bus. Entry to each 

building on campus will be limited to admit only essential visitors. 

 

 

How normal will the day be for a student?  

Our goal is for your student(s) to have as normal of a day as possible while we also provide as much safety as possible. 

Students who change classes will not remain in the same classroom all day but will be able to transition from one class to 

another. Of course, sanitation will take place before a new group of students enter a space.  

 

Will students eat lunch in their classrooms? 

Based on current guidance, the ADH is recommending  cafeterias limit the capacity of students in one setting. We 

anticipate this may either mean we will be required to adjust lunch schedules or use alternative areas, such as large 

gathering spaces or potentially have lunch in their classroom at certain times. Proper sanitation of all areas will be 

completed after each meal. Procedures will not allow students to pick up utensils, self-serve, or share food.  

 

Parents are strongly encouraged to open an online payment account for the purchase of ala carte items at the secondary 

level so no cash is exchanged.  

 

Will students at the elementary still have extra classes like PE, art, music, guidance and library? 

Yes, students will continue to participate in activity classes, check out library books, and receive guidance and gifted 

instruction. In some cases, the teacher may present their lesson in the student’s classroom to reduce the amount of 

https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/pdf/COVID-19_No_Entry.pdf


 

cleaning possible. In others situations, such as PE, students may have an assigned area in the gym with specific materials 

assigned to their classroom.  

 

Will my elementary student have recess?  

Yes. Elementary students will have outdoor play time with restrictions that limit the number of students they come in 

contact with. Individual classes may have staggered recess times versus entire grade levels or multiple grade levels 

going to recess at the same time. The playground may also be broken into designated areas for groups of students to 

access at specific times/days to ensure the ability to sanitize playground equipment between groups of students. 

Students will be provided the required 40 minutes of unstructured physical activity time; however this will likely be 

broken into multiple smaller blocks of time throughout the day.   

 

What will school athletics, plays, concerts and performances look like in the fall?  

The district will continue to follow the most up to date guidelines from the Arkansas Department of Health regarding 

large gatherings of any kind on school campuses. Students in grades 3rd through 12th will be able to participate in 

athletics, clubs and extracurricular activities on campus aligned to the most current guidelines. The Arkansas Activities 

Association will release guidance for all AAA activities.  

 

How will the needs of my child with a disability be met?  
In the case of on-site learning, your child's IEP or 504 plan will be followed as it is currently written. If your child is 

participating in remote/virtual learning, the IEP or 504 committees may need to reconvene to amend the plan to meet 

your child’s needs in that specific style of instruction. All disability-related concerns will be considered on an individual 

basis with every effort made to meet your child's individual needs.   
  

What happens if we have school closures again?  

If schools close again, we will transition to total Virtual/Remote learning. Students will be trained on how to use Google 

Classroom during the first few weeks of school and will continue to utilize, complete, and turn in assignments through 

this learning management system throughout the year regardless of onsite/off-site instruction. This approach will allow 

students who might be ill or quarantined for a limited amount of time to continue their education even if they are not 

physically present in the classroom.  

 
As we continue to receive new guidance and direction from the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) and Division of 

Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), we will update our FAQs and do our best to provide clear, concise 

information to assist our parents, staff, and community. Some decisions are not made at the local level; school districts 

must follow requirements from DESE and ADH.   

 


