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MAGNET COVE PANTHERS
ATHLETIC HANDBOOK HANDBOOK
“PANTHER PRIDE RUNS DEEP”

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Magnet Cove Athletic Department is to help students develop into
contributing members of society by developing their work ethic, character, and fitness.

PHILOSOPHY

Athletics can offer young people the opportunity to develop in ways no other activity can.
Many of the valuable characteristics needed in life can be developed in athletics. We will
focus on five main areas—Pride, Work Ethic, Competition, Teamwork, and Enthusiasm.
These are five ideals that will help transform our student athletes into productive members
of society once they have graduated from Magnet Cove.

MAGNET COVE ATHLETES

Wearing the Black and Orange of the Magnet Cove Panthers is an honor and a privilege. This
honor and privilege comes with many extra responsibilities. Our student athletes have to
often live at a higher standard than other students. Athletes will be required to go through
intense workouts, to spend long hours at practice and in competition, and to be under a
microscope in regard to their behavior. Each participant will be viewed not only as an
individual student, but also as a Magnet Cove athlete. If a student cannot live up to these
extra responsibilities, then he/she will be removed from athletics. Participation in the
Magnet Cove Athletic Program is neither a right nor a guarantee, but a privilege. This
privilege must be taken seriously.
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MAGNET COVE ATHLETICS
2021-2022 GENERAL INFORMATION (GUIDELINES)

GRADES 3-12

1. Any directive handed out by the Department of Education, Arkansas Activities Association,
or Department of Health regarding COVID-19 and athletics/activities will be strictly followed.

2. Student athletes who are eligible to participate according to AAA guidelines, will be allowed
to play sports during the 2021-2022 school year regardless of which learning option they
chose.

3. Athletics at Magnet Cove is a privilege, and we expect our athletes to work harder and have
more substance than our opponents. (Panther Pride)

4. Strict and fair discipline will be enforced in all sports. Each head coach will discuss his/her
rules and expectations with his/her team at the beginning of each season. Coaches may
elect to meet with the parents to discuss expectations. All team rules will be established and
followed in an attempt to do what is best for the team. Failure to follow these rules could
result in dismissal from the team, per the discretion of the Head Coach and Athletic Director.

5. Magnet Cove school teams and competitions have priority over ANY out-of-school team.
Failure to follow this rule could result in removal from the team. (ex: summer league, AAU,
travel ball)

6. In order to be successful in competitive sports, individual sacrifices must be made for the
team. This is the core of competitive athletics. Each athlete has individual strengths that will
allow the TEAM to be successful.

7. If any athlete is dismissed from the team, a meeting with the AD, coach, parent, and the
athlete will be held. The meeting will be held to discuss the reason for dismissal and also
discuss what will be needed from the athlete to be able to rejoin the team at a later time, if
at all possible.

8. The coaching staff at Magnet Cove will make every possible attempt to help your child reach
his/her potential. Throughout the year, coaches attend clinics, view coaching videos, and
read coaching books and manuals for new ideas and strategies. We would like for every
athlete to play as often as possible; however, athletes have different abilities that allow
some to play more and some to play less. Encourage your child to do whatever is necessary
for the team to be successful.

9. The coaching staff at Magnet Cove is available to meet with you. Each coach has a daily
conference period built into his/her teaching schedule, which is posted on their school web
page. Please do not hesitate to make an appointment to talk with the coach/coaches. Please
do not, however, confront the coach after a game. Emotions are too sensitive, and it will be
better for everyone to wait 48 hours to “cool off.” If the ‘48 hour rule’ is broken, all
communication regarding that subject may end. There are three things that will not be
discussed with a coach. Those are playing time, other people’s children, and coaching
philosophy. Each coach will do his or her best to put the most competitive team on the field
or court. Athletes are judged by strength, effort, speed, ability, and character. These criteria
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determine which position they play and how much they play that position. The younger the
team, the more the coaching allows for additional opportunities to play by every team
member. Magnet Cove athletics is competitive. We expect our teams to compete for
championships, and the best athletes that make our teams successful will receive the most
participation time. Coaches will run systems that best suit the strengths of the team. There
is not a person out there who wants to win more than that sports head coach. Support and
trust the coaching staff at Magnet Cove as they are doing the best job possible.

10. All teams have a progressive system in place. Some players may be moved up at the
completion of their season onto an older team. This decision will be made by the head
coach of that sport. For example: A junior high athlete may move up and compete with the
senior high squad.

11. Athletes only participating in baseball, softball, track, cheer, volleyball, golf, cross country,
and shooting will have after-school practices.

12. Athletes competing in all sports are expected to attend team camps and summer workouts.
A year-long training program is essential for success. Athletes need to be adjusted to the
heat when practices begin in late summer. A good part of the summer is taken up by this
type of training, but there will still be plenty of time for athletes to take vacations or just
enjoy some time off. Parents are STRONGLY encouraged to plan these vacations during the
AAA mandated ‘Dead Period.’ The Dead Period for Summer 2022 will be from June 25-July
10. Coaches of each sport will do their best to have a schedule made out as early as possible
to give families plenty of time to plan vacations.

13. Some events are scheduled by the Arkansas Activities Association, and some are scheduled
by the coaching staff. We do our very best to avoid conflicts with our programs, but there
are times when athletes must make a choice as to which program they will participate.
Understand that certain events designated by the AAA may conflict with a scheduled event
at Magnet Cove. The administration at Magnet Cove encourages students to participate
completely in areas in which they are involved. If a situation arises where a student-athlete
has a conflict in his/her schedule and two or more school sponsored activities are going on
at the same time, whether that be a camp or a competition, the student-athlete will make
the decision on which one to attend. Neither coach will punish or influence him/her for the
decision made.

14. Our coaching staff will inform athletes what time the team will be leaving and returning
from a sporting event. Encourage your athlete to communicate with you regarding what
time they will need to be picked up from school after an event. Overtime, extra innings, bus
trouble, bad weather, etc. may make return time later than expected, but our staff does its
very best to get as close to the return time as possible. We understand that some events run
well into the evening and past normal dinner time. We rarely stop for food; however, if the
event is a considerable distance from Magnet Cove, we will stop for food. We will inform
your child ahead of time. All events that we attend have a concession, or your child can
bring a sandwich and a drink for the trip. We will have an ice chest if needed.

15. Please limit calls to the coaches’ offices on game days. Coaches are busy getting ready for a
home event or a travel event, and it is extremely important that we have minimum
interruptions in order for us to take care of our teams. This courtesy will be greatly
appreciated.
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16. Athletes are expected to dress out for practice and games unless they are absent from
school under a doctor’s care. There are times when the coaching staff will determine if an
athlete is too ill to participate. The coach needs a doctor’s note to avoid any confusion
regarding the health of your child. An athlete MUST notify the head coach of their sport
before practice starts that they will not be there.

17. All athletes will travel to athletic events on the team bus or school vehicle. Parents may sign
their child out. A parent must provide to his/her coach with some written form of
communication (note sent to school, text, email, etc.) if the athlete is to ride home with
another adult. Once athletes board the bus, they can only be signed out by a parent.
Football players must follow the same procedure; however, they may not be allowed to ride
home with a parent because they have large equipment responsibilities. Cross country,
track, basketball, volleyball, baseball, and softball players, and cheerleaders will be allowed
to sign out when they have completed all their events. Please sign athletes out with their
head coach. The coach or designee will be available shortly after the game.

18. Athletes will only use Magnet Cove School equipment, unless prior approval is secured from
the head coach.

19. For an athlete to receive a letter, he/she must complete the entire season, including ALL
state series competitions. Letter jackets are bought for athletes by the Magnet Cove Booster
Club. An athlete earns a letter by completing the entire season with his/her varsity team. To
letter as a freshman in baseball or softball, an athlete must play in at least one-half of the
total innings of the varsity schedule. An athlete can personalize his/her jacket with a name
or number at the athlete’s expense. All individual patches (All-District, All-Region, and
All-State) will be paid for by the athletic department. Team patches will be the responsibility
of the athlete. District champion t-shirts will be bought for members of the championship
team. Any other team clothing must be approved by the athletic director prior to purchase.

20. Coaches at Magnet Cove have the highest goals and expect the athletes to share these goals
by practicing and playing at a level of near perfection. Athletes will not be verbally or
physically abused by coaches. There are times when a coach may have to “get on a player”
in order to improve performance. Our philosophy as a staff is to be positive with our teams
in order for them to reach peak performance. However, coaching requires an intense level of
communication that must be understood by the athlete. It is necessary for coaches to be
loud at times to make their point. Players must be corrected often for perfection to be
reached. Our coaches will make every effort to keep from degrading your child. At certain
times, it may be necessary for a coach to raise his voice or take a hands-on approach when
coaching. Physically touching an athlete to get them to move, turn, or react to an action
taking place is needed for teaching proper technique. At no time will a coach do anything to
physically injure an athlete in order to teach, nor will they physically handle an athlete in
anger. We understand that our job is to teach competitive athletics in a manner that will get
the most effort and ability from your child.

21. Athletes at Magnet Cove will spend more time practicing to play than actually playing. Each
coach has a daily practice plan to ensure a quality practice. Practices other than during the
school day are necessary for quality play. Practices normally run approximately two hours in
length. There may be times when practice will go longer because of the need to execute
things properly. The staff will do its very best to be consistent with the length of practice
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time. Practices are open to spectators. It is, however, important that there are no
interruptions during practice. Spectators should not talk to players or coaches. The coaching
staff reserves the right to close practices if he/she feels it is necessary.

22. Inappropriate behavior during athletic events will not be tolerated. Verbally abusive
language at coaches, players, fans, or officials, whether our own or opposing, is
unacceptable. We all want our teams and players to be successful, but self-control must be
maintained by spectators. Immediate removal by the administration of Magnet Cove
Schools will occur if game behavior is not controlled. Do your best to support our teams by
positive actions and comments. Everyone involved is trying to do his/her best.

23. Athletes are expected to be disciplined, respectful, and well behaved. Athletes will act in a
manner that is beneficial to the team, both on and off the court or field. A good impression
of the school is a very important aspect of sportsmanship. Inappropriate behavior will be
dealt with according to the specific situation. The consequences can range from minor
(running) to major (dismissal). Incidents will be dealt with on an individual basis.

24. Senior gifts will be awarded to those athletes who lettered during their senior year.

25. All athletes are encouraged to attend their end of season sports banquet.

26. All athletes must be in good standing with the district and athletic department before trying
out or participating on a team.

27. Only athletes in Grades 7-12 will be allowed to enter games free and ONLY when their sport
is in season. For example: Seventh grade and junior high football teams will only have free
entry into senior high football games, not senior high basketball games. This does not
include Pee-Wee
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PARENT/PLAYER/COACH COMMUNICATION

CHAIN OF COMMAND PROTOCOL:

1. Player – Coach

2. Parent – Coach

3. Parent – Athletic Director

4. Parent – Supervising Principal

5. Parent – Superintendent

Coach Carmikle: caleb.carmikle@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
Coach Vincent: hunter.vincent@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
Coach Williamson:matt.williamson@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
Coach Williams: chris.williams@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
Coach Webb: webbr@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
Coach Mullins:dylan.mullins@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
Coach Garrick: caleb.garrick@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
Coach Herrington: heather.herrington@magnetcove.k12.ar.us

Coach McEntire: donica.mcentire@magnetcove.k12.ar.us

Coach Spadoni:stephanie.spdoni@magnetcove.k12.ar.us

ISSUES NOT APPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS WITH A COACH:
1. Playing time

2. Team strategy

3. Play calling

4. Other student athletes

PROCEDURE FOR DISCUSSING A CONCERN WITH A COACH:

Call or email coach to set an appointment. The Magnet Cove High School phone number is
501-332-5466, and the Magnet Cove Gymnasium number is 501-332-2680. If the coach cannot
be reached, call or email Coach Carmikle, the Athletic Director. A meeting will be set up for you.

Please do not attempt to confront a coach before or after a contest OR practice. These can be
emotional times for both the parent and the coach. Meetings of this nature do not promote
resolution.

The Next Step: When a meeting with the coach did not provide the parent with a satisfactory
resolution, he/she should do the following:

1. Call or email to set up a meeting with the Athletic Director (501-332-2680,

caleb.carmikle@magnetcove.k12.ar.us). You will then fill out an Athletic Complaint form

and an investigation will be conducted

2. Continue down the chain of command protocol listed above.

Parenting and coaching are both difficult jobs. By establishing an understanding of each
position, we are better able to accept the actions of others and provide greater benefits to the
student athlete.

mailto:caleb.carmikle@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
mailto:hunter.vincent@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
mailto:matt.williamson@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
mailto:chris.williams@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
mailto:webbr@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
mailto:brandon.godfrey@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
mailto:caleb.garrick@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
mailto:heather.herrington@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
mailto:donica.mcentire@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
mailto:bethany.smith@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
mailto:caleb.carmikle@magnetcove.k12.ar.us
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If a parent contacts a coach/administrator and in doing so skips one or more steps on the chain
of command, the parent will immediately be directed back down the chain to the proper
coach/administrator.

MANDATORY DRUG TESTING

MISSION STATEMENT

The Magnet Cove School District recognizes that drug abuse is a significant problem for
students, detrimentally affecting overall health, behavior, learning ability, reflexes, and
development. The Magnet Cove School District is determined to help students by providing
another option for them to say, “No.” Drug abuse includes, but is not limited to, the use of
illegal drugs, alcohol, and the misuse of legal drugs and medications.

DEFINITIONS

Drug: Any substance considered illegal by Arkansas statutes or which is controlled by
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration under the Controlled Substance Act unless
prescribed by a licensed physician or a person licensed with prescriptive authority.

School Year: From the first day of classes in the fall until the last day of classes in the
spring.

Summer Programs: Any camps, practices, or activities required in the summer.

Activity Program: Any activity that meets the guidelines of the Arkansas Activities
Association or sponsored by the Magnet Cove School District. These activities are listed
below:

Football Art Club Dance Team
Basketball Band Spanish Club
Class Officers Student Council Track
Beta Club Golf Choir
Cheerleading FBLA FCCLA
FCA FFA GT
Softball Yearbook Baseball
EAST Lab Cross Country Shooting Team
Volleyball Others as formed

POLICY STATEMENT

Magnet Cove School District is conducting a mandatory drug-testing program for students who
choose to participate in an activity or drive a vehicle onto campus.
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Purpose: The purpose of this policy is as follows:

1. To ensure the total well-being of all students at Magnet Cove School District.
2. To emphasize the health and safety of students, as well as addressing the long-term

physical and emotional effects of chemical abuse on their health.
3. To undermine the effects of peer pressure by providing a legitimate reason for

students in activity programs to refuse to use illegal or prescription drugs.
4. To encourage students in activity programs who use drugs to discontinue use and

participate in drug treatment programs.
5. To establish a standard of conduct for students representing Magnet Cove School

District who are considered leaders and standard bearers among their peers.
6. To work with parents to assist in keeping their children drug free.
7. To assist students who need to be referred for assistance or evaluation regarding

their use of illegal drugs or prescriptions.

Procedures for Students:

Consent: Each student wishing to participate in any activity program and the student’s
custodial parent or guardian will consent in writing to drug testing pursuant to the
District’s drug testing program. Written consent of this policy is a form provided by the
District. No student shall be allowed to participate in any activity program or drive on
campus absent of such consent. The form of consent will be binding for the remainder of
the school year unless the district is notified in writing by the student’s parent or
guardian that the student is no longer in any extracurricular activity or does not drive on
campus and the parent’s wish is for his/her child not to be drug tested. Students not
involved in activities or who don’t drive on campus may be allowed to participate
voluntarily in the testing pool with a consent form signed by the parent.

Student Selection: At the option of the District, all students in activity programs may be
drug tested at the beginning of the school year or at the beginning of their activity. In
addition, random testing will be conducted during the school year. The random testing
shall be made up of no less than 10% of all students who drive on campus or participate
in an activity. A random selection of all students who participate in activity programs or
students who drive on campus will be generated via a computer program at the time of
the drawing. The Drug Abuse Prevention Coordinator shall take all reasonable steps to
ensure the integrity, confidentiality, and random nature of the selection process,
including, but not necessarily limited to, assuring the names of all participating students
in activity programs are in the pool, assuring the identity of students drawn for testing is
not known to those involved in the selection process by the least intrusive means
possible while assuring brevity and privacy. Random selection may occur more than
once during the school year.

Sample Collection: Samples will be collected at a convenient time of the same day the
student is selected for testing. If for some reason a student is unable to produce a
sample at a particular time, the student will remain with the collector until the sample is
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provided. All students providing samples will be given the option of doing so in an
individual stall with the doors closed.

Testing Agency: The Magnet Cove School District will choose a qualified testing agency
for the purpose of processing sample results and maintaining privacy with respect to test
results and related matters.

Prescription:

Medication: In a students’ sample, the existence of lawfully prescribed medication is not
a violation as long as it was taken in accordance with a licensed physician’s prescription
to that specific student. Some over-the-counter medications may have similarities to
unlawful drugs when tested. Students will be allowed to list any prescribed medications
on the drug testing consent form. If a student is taking a prescription medication at the
time of testing, he or she should inform the drug testing coordinator. Students may be
asked to provide a doctor’s prescription to verify any prescription medications that they
are taking. Any student refusing to provide this verification who tests positive will be
subject to the actions specified for a “positive test.”

Scope of Tests: The drug tests follow federal standards. Student samples will not be
screened for any substances other than illegal and prescription drugs. Drug abuse will be
the sole purpose for the screening.

Limited Access to Results: The testing lab will be authorized to report results only to the
Drug Testing Coordinator. The Coordinator may appoint a designee in the event of his or
her absence.

Procedure in the Event of First Positive Result: Whenever a student’s test results
indicate the presence of illegal or prescription drugs (“positive drug”), the following will
occur:

If the sample tests positive, a custodial parent or legal guardian will be notified and a
meeting will be scheduled with the student, parent/guardian, drug testing coordinator,
principal, school resource officer, and head coach or sponsor.

First Positive Result: For the first positive test result, the student will not be allowed to
drive on campus and will participate in mandatory counseling during school hours. After
twenty (20) days, the student will be tested again at his/her own expense; the results
will be given to the Drug Abuse Prevention Coordinator or his/her designee. If the test is
negative, the student will be allowed to drive on campus again. A student that tests
positive will be tested for the next six times that testing occurs. If a semester or school
year ends before this time is up, the testing will carry over into the following semester or
the next school year at the expense of the parent or guardian.

Second Positive Result: For the second positive result, the school will file a FINS (Family
in Need of Service) petition (within 5 working days after receiving the results) via the
court system. The student will be suspended from participating in any extracurricular,
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co-curricular activity, or driving on campus for the remainder of the current semester
and the following semester.

Third Positive Result: For the third positive result, the student will be permanently
suspended from driving on campus or participating in any activity program for the
remainder of his or her enrollment at the school. This remains in effect if the student
withdraws from school to attend another school and later returns and re-enrolls in the
Magnet Cove School District. The student will have the right to appeal to the Magnet
Cove School Board.

Non-Punitive Nature or Policy: There will be absolutely no penalty whatsoever as far as
academics are concerned in the event of a positive drug test for illegal or prescription
drugs. The results of drug tests pursuant to this policy will not be documented in any
student’s academic record. Information regarding the results of drug tests will not be
disclosed to criminal or juvenile authorities absent legal compulsion by valid or binding
subpoena or other legal process, which the district shall not solicit. In the event of
service of any such subpoena or legal process, the student and the student’s custodial
parent or legal guardian will be notified as soon as possible by the district.

Other Disciplinary Measures: By accepting this policy, the Magnet Cove School District
is not precluded from utilizing other disciplinary measures outlined in the student
handbook dealing with Student Discipline Policy. This policy does not preclude the
Magnet Cove School District from taking disciplinary measures and resulting action
when founded upon reasonable belief and/or suspicion that a student has participated
in any drug-related activities.
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DRUG TESTING POLICY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I have received a copy of the drug testing policy for the 2021-2022 school year at Magnet Cove
School District. I have read the policy and the consequences of a positive drug test, and I
understand that my son/daughter may be tested as a requirement of his/her participation in
athletics.

_____________________________ _______________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature Parent/Guardian’s Name (Please Print)

_____________________________ _______________________________

Athlete’s Signature Athlete’s Name (Please Print)

_____________________________

Date
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STUDENT ATHLETE ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS AND ELIGIBILITY

Participants must meet all guidelines established by the Arkansas Activities Association, the
Arkansas Department of Education, and the school district. As a minimum, students must
maintain a “C” average (2.00 GPA) or be enrolled in an approved Supplemental Instruction
Program, and have earned two credits toward graduation during the previous semester.

Junior High Academic Requirements as stated in the AAA Handbook: A student promoted from
the sixth to the seventh grade automatically meets the academic eligibility (scholarship)
requirements. A student promoted from the seventh to the eighth grade automatically meets
the academic eligibility requirements for the first semester.

The second-semester eighth-grade student and the first-semester ninth-grade student meet the
eligibility requirements for junior high by successfully passing four (4) academic courses the
previous semester, three of which shall be in the core curriculum areas specified by the
Arkansas Department of Education’s Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools.
Ninth grade students must meet senior high academic eligibility by the end of the second
semester in order to be eligible to participate during the fall of their tenth grade year.

Academic eligibility must be verified by the coach for each athlete before the season starts. The
high school registrar will then certify each student’s grades for eligibility. Athletes must earn two
credits toward graduation per semester and have a 2.0 GPA to be eligible. Parents and students
alike should monitor grades to ensure that the student athlete does not fall into academic
distress.

SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTION PROGRAM (SIP)

To participate in interscholastic competition, students passing four academic courses but failing
to meet the 2.0 GPA requirement must be enrolled in and must attend 100 minutes per week in
a Supplemental Instruction Program (SIP) that meets established criteria and is approved by the
AAA. Students are not allowed to remain in the program if they do not meet the minute
requirements each week. In addition, students who earn two credits and fail to attain a 2.0 will
be eligible to participate if they are enrolled and regularly attend the Supplemental Instruction
Program.

To maintain eligibility under the Supplemental Instruction Program and to be eligible to
continue for a second semester, the student must show improvement of at least one tenth of
one point in his/her GPA after the first semester of participation in the supplemental program.
To continue to participate following the second semester in the SIP, the student must have
reached the 2.0 GPA as well as passing four academic courses. The maximum length of
involvement in SIP is two consecutive semesters. If a student earns a GPA of 2.0 and leaves the
SIP, that student may later return to the SIP for a maximum of two semesters if the GPA drops
below 2.0. The AAA will be requesting that the GPA of each student involved in the SIP be
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submitted each semester until the student makes a 2.0 or completes the maximum semesters
allowed.

ELIGIBILITY
(FROM THE ARKANSAS ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION HANDBOOK)

The following pages are only a small excerpt from the AAA Handbook. This handbook can be
found online at the AAA website (http://www.ahsaa.org/). Any questions regarding a student
athlete’s eligibility should be directed to the sport’s coach or to the athletic director.

ARTICLE III ELIGIBILITY
SECTION 1. ATHLETIC COMPETITIVE ACTIVITIES:
A. Participation in competitive interscholastic activities as a part of a school's educational
program is a privilege and not a right. The eligibility rules of this association are designed to
promote the educational values derived from participation in interscholastic activities, prevent
exploitation of youth by special interest groups, and to ensure that interscholastic activities shall
remain an integral part of the educational program.
B. Students wishing to participate in interscholastic activities shall have the opportunity to
become eligible for these activities when they meet ALL eligibility rules. They will remain
eligible for the opportunity to participate provided they do not:
(1) Exceed any limitations, (2) fail to meet any minimums, or (3) violate any other rules of the
association. They may, however, regain their opportunity to participate at a later date by
correcting any deficiencies that caused the ineligibility.
C. Students who exceed the junior high age rule or junior high semester rule limitations may
have the opportunity to be eligible for senior high activities. NOTE: Students who exceed the
senior high age rule or the senior high semester rule limitations shall have no further opportunity
to be eligible.
D. Eligibility rules apply to students in grades 7-12 inclusive; specific rules for junior high
schools apply to students in grades 7-9 inclusive; specific rules for senior high schools apply to
students in grades 9-12 inclusive. A ninth grade program is considered to be the varsity junior
high team regardless of where the students are housed. NOTE: In the rules that follow, the
singular includes the plural and the plural includes the singular as the context requires or permits.
Where appropriate, personal pronouns refer to either gender.

Rule 1. DOMICILE
A. Public Schools
1. A student's eligibility for interscholastic athletics shall be in the public school district of the
parent's domicile. Refer to other domicile and transfer rules for limitations and situations. The
AAA recognizes only one domicile for eligibility. A change in domicile consists of a complete
and bona fide move from one domicile to another.
2. A student may meet the domicile requirement at another AAA member school after attending
said member school for one calendar year (365 days from initial enrollment).

http://www.ahsaa.org/
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3. A student shall also meet the domicile requirement if the student receives a legal transfer
(school board to school board) from one public school to another. Board to board transfers must
take place by July 1 before a student enters grades 7-10.
4. For eligibility purposes, all transfers must take place by July 1 before a student enters grades
7-10 and require that CSAP forms be signed for public and boarding schools.
5. Students transferring after July 1 prior to entering the 10th grade year shall not be eligible for
one calendar year (365 days) unless there is a bona fide move from one public school district into
the public school district that the student will be attending.
6. When a public school is closed, any student from the closed school may transfer by school
choice or legal transfer (school board to school board) by July 1 of the calendar year in which
their resident district is closed and shall be eligible to participate in extracurricular activities. If
the transfer is by school choice, the CSAP form has to be completed and filed with the receiving
district and AAA.
B. Nonpublic Schools
1. Students who enroll at a nonpublic school must do so by July 1 before entering the 7th grade
to be Page 38 - 2015-16 AAA Handbook immediately eligible for interscholastic athletic
participation. When a nonpublic school does not offer enrollment for grades 7 and/or 8, the
student may become immediately eligible by enrolling by July 1 prior to the lowest grade offered
by that school provided the CSAP form is signed. Students enrolling in a nonpublic school after
the period provided for immediate eligibility above shall be ineligible for 365 days.
2. After July 1 prior to entering the 7th grade year, a student whose parents live outside a 25-mile
radius of a nonpublic school must make a bona fide move within a 25-mile radius of the school
that the student will attend to become eligible.
C. Complete and Bona Fide Change of Domicile
Under the domicile rule, a complete (total) and bona fide change of domicile (move in good
faith) shall occur when a student’s parent(s) abandons their former home as a domicile and
makes a permanent move into a home that is their sole domicile in another school
district/attendance zone. A change of domicile shall be made with the intent that it is permanent.
Two legal domiciles shall not be allowed for eligibility purposes under the complete and bona
fide change of domicile rule. A change of domicile for the purpose of creating interscholastic
athletic eligibility shall not be considered a complete and bona fide change of domicile and the
student shall be declared ineligible at all AAA schools for one (1) calendar year. Under the
domicile rule, when a complete and bona fide change of domicile is made, the student may
remain at the AAA school he/she has been attending and shall retain his/her eligibility, if he/she
has been in attendance at the school for at least one (1) calendar year and has not enrolled in
another school during this time. Determination of what constitutes a complete and bona fide
change of domicile shall depend upon the facts of each case, but in order for a change of
domicile to be considered complete and bona fide at least the following facts shall exist:
1. The original domicile shall be abandoned as a domicile. It shall be either sold, in the process
of being sold, or rented to a non-family member on a long-term lease (1 year).
2. It shall not be used as a domicile by any member of the family.
3. If the original domicile is not in the process of being openly advertised for sale or rent, the
family shall have all the utilities disconnected in this domicile.
4. The parent(s) or family shall take all personal belongings, household goods, and furniture
unless the original domicile is rented furnished and a legal lease agreement shall state exact
furniture/ items to remain in the domicile.
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5. The parent(s) shall change their mailing address to the new address, assess property in the new
district, register to vote in the new district, change all records to the new address, secure
insurance covering property at the new address, place utilities in their name at the new address,
register automobiles and/or boats at the new address, change their drivers license to the new
address, stop mail delivery at the previous address, and completely abandon their relationship to
the previous domicile.
D. Legal Attendance
1. A student’s eligibility for interscholastic athletics with respect to the domicile rule may be in
the public school that the student is legally attending provided the transfer was by July 1 before a
student enters grades 7-10 and the CSAP form has been completed and filed with the receiving
district and AAA.
2. Domicile, transfer, and legal attendance rules apply only to students whose parents reside in
the state of Arkansas, transfer within the state of Arkansas, or meet the Changing Schools /
Athletic Participation (CSAP) guidelines. CSAP forms may only be used by schools within the
state of Arkansas.
E. Non-school Coach.
A student transferring, moving, or for any reason attending a new school where the student's
non-school coach is a school coach, or is anyone assisting in any capacity with the 2017-2018
AAA Handbook - Page 39 coaching or training of the school team, is presumed to be attending
for athletic purposes if the student participated in athletics the previous year.
F. Transfers
1. A student changing schools under the Freedom of Choice law, transferring other than a legal
transfer (school board to school board) or any circumstance other than public school domicile
rules 1 through 6 above, is assumed to have changed schools for athletic purposes if the student
participated in athletics the previous year.
2. Same Sport Season. A student changing schools for any reason who has been a member of an
athletic team may not participate in the same sport at the receiving school during the same
defined sport season.
3. To gain eligibility through the legal attendance rule, the non-school coach rule, or the transfer
rule, the following criteria must be met by using the CSAP (Changing Schools/Athletic
Participation) form.
G. CSAP Forms
1. A Changing Schools/Athletic Participation (CSAP) document stating that the student was not
recruited and did not change schools for athletic purposes must be signed prior to participation
by: a. The superintendent or designated administrator of the previous school. b. The
superintendent or designated administrator of the new school. c. The parent(s) or legal
guardian(s), witnessed by the new (receiving) school's administrator or a notary public.
2. CSAP forms may only be used for eligibility of public school students and boarding school
students who are enrolled in the receiving school by July 1 before a student enters grades 7-10.
H. JV
A student meeting all eligibility requirements except the transfer requirements shall be eligible
to participate in junior varsity competition as long as the JV CSAP form is signed by both school
administrations before the student participates interscholastically.
I.Return to Resident District.
A student who transfers back to the public school district of his parent's domicile within the first
eleven days of the fall or the spring semester of that district shall become eligible after attending
one day of classes if the student would not be in violation of the Same Sport Season rule.
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(Bylaws, Article III, Section 1, Rule 1-F2) NOTE: This rule does not apply to public charter
schools because they do not have school district boundaries.

J. Public Charter School.
For athletic eligibility purposes, a public charter school student must be enrolled by July 1 before
a student enters grades 7-10 and requires that CSAP forms be signed. Students enrolling after
July 1 prior to entering the 10th grade shall not be eligible for one calendar year (365 days).
K. Home School.
In accordance with ACT 1469 of 2013, a home school student shall be given the opportunity to
try out for an athletic or non-athletic competitive activity or team in their resident public school
district if the following criteria are met:
1. Inform the principal of the resident school district in writing of their request to participate in
the interscholastic activity before the signup, tryout, or participation deadlines established for
students enrolled in the resident school district.
2. Inform the principal in the request that the student has demonstrated academic eligibility by
obtaining: a minimum test score of the thirtieth percentile on The Stanford Achievement Test
Series, Tenth Edition, or another nationally recognized norm-referenced test in the previous (12)
months, or a minimum score on a test approved by the State Board of Education.
3. In order to be eligible to participate, the student must be enrolled within the first (11) days of
the fall or spring semester.
4. Meets the same requirements as enrolled students in regards to practice times, required drug
testing, permission slips, waivers, physical exams, and participation fees.
5. The student cannot be required to be enrolled in more than (1) period per school day.
6. Be transported by the resident school district to and from interscholastic activities as the
resident school district transports other students who are enrolled in the resident school district.
7. If the student withdraws from an Arkansas Activities Association member school to be home-
Page 40 - 2017-18 AAA Handbook schooled, the student shall not participate in an
interscholastic activity in the resident school district for a minimum of (365) days after the
student withdraws from the member school.
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ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL, GAMES, AND PRACTICES

Student athletes must attend class for at least 50% of the school day on the day of an
interscholastic competition or practice, unless excused for another school-sponsored activity.
Failure to do so may result in the student not being able to play or practice that day. A building
administrator may grant exceptions (such as doctor appointments, funerals, etc.) to the above
rule prior to an absence. A student who knowingly or unknowingly participates in a practice or
game in violation of this rule may be suspended from participating in the next scheduled game
or practice, or both.

Student athletes are expected to participate in all scheduled interscholastic competitions and
practices. If a student athlete misses a practice or competition, then the STUDENT ATHLETE
should contact the coach. The student athlete may have consequences that range from extra
conditioning to loss of playing time.

If a future absence is known, then the STUDENT ATHLETE should contact the coach as soon as
the absence is known. The student athlete may have consequences that range from extra
conditioning to loss of playing time.

NOTE: Coaches are expected to be present at least 30 minutes prior to the start of any
scheduled practice to allow student athletes time to dress for practice and to provide
supervision of student athletes as they arrive.

LOCKERS AND LOCKER ROOMS

Lockers will be provided for team members. Student athletes are expected to lock their
belongings in their lockers before, during, and after use. The Magnet Cove School District is not
responsible for lost, damaged, or stolen items. Locker room conduct should be civil and
respectful. There should be no horseplay, rough-housing, hazing, or initiations. Locker rooms
should be kept neat, free of litter, and personal items should be locked in assigned lockers.

Damaged lockers will be the responsibility of the athlete to which they are assigned. Damage to
lockers should be reported to your coach immediately upon notice. Cell phones and smart
phones with cameras and recording devices should not be used while in the locker rooms.
Students who violate this rule may be subject to immediate suspension or dismissal from the
athletic program.

SOCIAL MEDIA

All stakeholders in the athletic program (coaches, student athletes, parents, and fans) should
realize that different forms of social media may be used to communicate program information.
Student athletes should refrain from posting comments or pictures that are not conducive to
positive team chemistry or could constitute a violation of the Code of Conduct. If you have a
question about appropriateness, you may visit with your coach. Social Media is not to be used
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to criticize or critique players, coaches, administrators, or teachers of the Magnet Cove School
District or any of its athletic teams. Any negative social media postings will fall under the scope
of conduct detrimental to the team and could result in disciplinary action or dismissal from the
team.

NOTE: Treat every conversation you have on Twitter or Facebook as if it were a nationally
televised press conference.

BULLYING, HAZING, AND HARASSMENT

Any form of bullying, hazing, and/or harassment will not be tolerated, whether adult to adult,
adult to student, or student to student. If this occurs to a student athlete, he/she should report
this immediately to their building administrator or coach. Student athletes committing the
offense may be subject to suspension or dismissal from the team for the remainder of the
season and from the athletic program for an entire school year. This may be in addition to the
regular discipline that he/she is subject to according to school board disciplinary guidelines.

MULTI-SPORT PHILOSOPHY

It is the philosophy of the Magnet Cove Athletic Department to encourage and allow student
athletes to participate in multiple sports/activities. Therefore, the coaching staffs of individual
sports and activity directors/sponsors must communicate and make arrangements for
multiple-sport student athletes to participate in more than one sport/activity (this includes
band, FFA, Beta, FBLA, FCCLA, etc.).

In the event that a student athlete participates in multiple school-sponsored AAA-recognized
sports/activities that have overlapping seasons, the following guidelines will be followed:

A. Interscholastic competition will take priority over practice.

B. In the event that interscholastic competitions for multiple-sport student athletes are
scheduled on the same date, then the following order of priority will be used to
determine what competition the student athlete will participate in:

1. A state championship competition
2. A state playoff competition
3. A state-event qualifying competition
4. A conference-level competition
5. A non-conference or non-state qualifying competition

In the event that the conflict cannot be settled by the above criteria, then the student athlete
and his/her parents in conjunction with the Athletic Director will be allowed to choose the
competition in which to compete.

● A student athlete will not be subjected to punitive actions from a coach if a
scheduling conflict has to be resolved according to the above criteria.
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● If another student athlete has to compete in the place of a student athlete that
misses a competition because of a scheduling conflict, then the student athlete may
be expected to earn his/her position or rank on the team back depending on the
outcome of his/her replacement’s performance.

QUITTING STUDENT ATHLETES

If a player is dismissed from a team for team or school violations, he/she may not participate in
off-season programs until that team’s season ends.

A player may be denied moving to another off-season sport by the coach, athletic director, or
principal if a student has quit in a negative or disrespectful way or if the student has displayed
negative behavior or actions directed at the coach, program, or school. This will be handled on a
case by case basis, and will be at the discretion of the two head coaches and the AD.

If a student athlete quits a sport, he/she must turn in all athletic equipment to that head coach
before being allowed to move to another sport. The student will be held financially responsible
for any missing equipment or apparel that is not returned. All outstanding financial obligations
shall be paid by the student athlete to the team he/she quit or was dismissed from prior to
being approved to move on to the next sport. Failure to meet these obligations will result in the
student being placed on the fines list and withholding of grade reports until paid.

SPORTSMANSHIP OF PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS

The Magnet Cove School District, in conjunction with the National Federation of High Schools
and the Arkansas Activities Association, expects all players and spectators to practice good
sportsmanship in all aspects of competition. Expectations for each group are as follows:

STUDENT ATHLETES

● Applaud along with spectators during introduction of players, coaches, and officials.
● Shake hands with opponents before/after the game.
● Accept the decisions of the officials.
● Avoid offensive gestures or language.
● Display modesty in victory and graciousness in defeat.
● Follow the rules of the game.
● Exercise self-control.
● Show respect for public property and equipment.
● At no time engage in any type of activity that would interfere with an opposing team’s

warm-up or demean their mascot/logo.
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NOTE 1: If a student athlete receives any type of unsportsmanlike conduct penalty (technical
fouls, yellow card, etc.), then the student athlete must meet with the coach. The coach will
submit documentation of the meeting to the athletic director.

NOTE 2: If a student athlete is ejected or suspended from an interscholastic competition for
reasons of conduct, then the student athlete must meet with the athletic director and coach
prior to being reinstated for interscholastic competition. The meeting will be documented,
and parents will be contacted.

SPECTATORS

● Encourage and support of own team without being rude, negative, or derogatory to
opponents.

● Do not wear extreme or unusual clothing to the game.
● No full face painting is permitted. Partial face painting is permitted, such as small

markings on the cheeks.
● No derogatory or suggestive slogans on apparel.
● No bare chests are permitted; shirts must be worn.
● No throwing of trash on the playing surface or throwing of objects at other

spectators.
● Negative, demeaning, or obscene yells before, during, or after the contest is

prohibited.
● Do not turn one’s back or hold up newspapers while teams are being introduced or

when teams, cheerleaders, band, or dance teams are performing.
● Avoid criticism of game officials and sideline coaching.
● Stay off the playing surface.
● Take part in cheers with the cheerleaders.
● Show respect for public property and equipment.

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS

ACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOR

● Applaud during the introduction of players, coaches, and officials.
● Accept all decisions of the officials.
● Shake hands with other student athletes and coaches after the contest regardless of

the outcome.
● Respect all student athlete competitors regardless of school affiliation.
● Search out opposing players to recognize them for outstanding performance or

coaching.
● Applaud at the end of the contest for performances of all participants.
● Show concern for injured players regardless of the team.
● Encourage surrounding people to display only sportsmanlike conduct.
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● During the National Anthem, students, participants, and fans should remove any
hats, face the flag, not talk, and remain still until the end of the anthem.

● During the National Anthem, follow the music and lyrics precisely when singing.
● Cheerleaders should lead fans in positive school yells.

UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOR

● Making derogatory yells, chants, songs, or gestures.
● Booing or heckling officials or opposing team.
● Criticizing officials in any way; displays of temper with an official’s call.
● Refusing to shake hands or to recognize good performance.
● Blaming losses on contest officials, coaches, or participants.
● Laughing or name-calling to distract an opponent.
● Using profanity or displays of anger that draw attention away from the contest.
● Doing own yells instead of following the lead of the cheerleaders.
● Demeaning acts such as audible remarks, actions, or gestures (ex: turning backward

during introductions, holding up newspapers, shaking car keys, comments after each
player is introduced, etc.)

Spectators who choose to demonstrate inappropriate conduct while attending any Magnet Cove
athletic event, home or away, are subject to removal from the contest. No admission refund will
be given if ejected or arrested. A severe violation of conduct by any fan may result in a ban from
future games. Repeated offenses of inappropriate conduct may result in temporary or
permanent suspension from Magnet Cove athletic events.
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FELONY VIOLATIONS

The community, school administrators, and the coaching staff feel strongly that high standards
of conduct and citizenship are essential in maintaining a sound program of athletics. It is our
intent to preserve rules that reasonably pertain to the health and safety of students. The
welfare of the student is our major consideration.

If an athlete is convicted of a criminal act that is a felony, the following disciplinary action will be
taken:

First Offense: The athlete will be dismissed from athletics for the remainder of the
season.

Second Offense: The athlete will be dismissed from athletics for one calendar year.

Third Offense: The athlete will be dismissed from athletics for the remainder of his/her
scholastic career.
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Dear Magnet Cove Athlete and Parent(s):

These policies attempt to define what is expected of a Magnet Cove athlete. These expectations
will apply to all athletes in grades 3-12. We ask that you read these policies carefully and discuss
the contents together. Next, sign the attached form and return it to your coach. Athletes will not
be able to begin practice until this signed form has been returned.

No one is forced to sign this statement, for no one is forced to participate in athletics. However,
since participation is a privilege, certain requirements must be met.

Thank you,
Coaches and Administration of Magnet Cove Schools

Please detach at the line and return signed lower portion.

I have read the handbook and agree to comply with all rules and regulations.

Signature of Athlete Date

I have read the policy for athletics and understand the rules and regulations. I have read the
insurance information and understand that parents/students are responsible for obtaining claim
forms when an athletic injury occurs.

Signature of Parent/Guardian Date

INSURANCE

Magnet Cove Schools purchase a secondary insurance policy that also covers our athletes. This is
a secondary insurance to whatever health insurance the parent or guardian has for his/her child,
and all claims should be filed with your own primary health insurance and with Health Special
Risk, Inc.

THIS IS NOT A FULL-COVERAGE INSURANCE.

All policies have limitations. Parents will be responsible for any amounts remaining after both
the primary health insurance and Health Special Risk, Inc., limits have been reached.

In case of injury, it is the responsibility of the parent to file a claim form. These forms are
available in the coaches’ offices.

Treatment must begin within 60 days from the injury, and claims must be filed within 90 days of
the injury.

Please indicate which of the following relates to your child:

____ My child is covered by a personal insurance policy.
____ My child is NOT covered by a personal insurance policy.
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CLOSING REMARKS

Please remember that we are all on the same team. Magnet Cove is a fantastic community. The
Unwavering support and commitment to both academics and athletics makes this one of the
best jobs in the state, regardless of classification. In order to continue on the great athletic
tradition that those before us have laid, it will take all of us, coaches, parents, and student
athletes, uniting around one common goal. That goal is to help our students be as successful as
possible. I am looking forward to another great year of working with all of you.

PPRD!!

Caleb Carmikle
Athletic Director
Magnet Cove School District


