
Optional 5th Day School Week FAQ 
 What will be the times of a school day?  

o 7:45 – 3:48. This is an addition of 33 minutes to the day. The 

elementary students currently come to class at 7:45 from the 

cafeteria.  

 

 Would the same students be required to come for tutoring 

every Friday? 
o  No, tutoring would be set up by topics and groups. There 

will be 2 tutoring sessions on Friday for which a student may 

need to attend.  Students attending tutoring will still go to 

enrichment activities in the afternoon. 

 

 Would this increase the homework load?  

o  Our goal is to lighten the homework load and give students 

not understanding a topic an opportunity for assistance on 

Friday. 

 

  Can any student come on Friday? 
o Yes, we encourage all students to attend and participate in the 

enrichment activities. 

 

 Who attends tutorials? 

o Teachers will suggest that students who have been absent 

during the week, those failing a class, or struggling with a 

new topic to attend tutoring. If a teacher suggests tutorials a 

letter will be sent home to the parent on Thursday, the week 

prior of requested attendance. Parents will be given the 

choice to opt their child out of tutorials. The signed letter 

must be returned by Tuesday to opt out of tutoring. If the 

letter is not returned any child attending school with a request 

for tutorials will attend.  

o Also any parent may request tutoring for their child.  

 



 How is it possible to change the number of school days? 

o Before to September 1, 2015, the Texas Legislature 

mandated schools offer a minimum of 180 instructional days. 

With the passage of House Bill 2610, schools are now 

required to adhere to 75,600 minutes of instruction per school 

year. This new law will allow schools to add flexibility to the 

school year along with opportunities to enhance enrichment 

opportunities. Avinger ISD’s calendar offers students over 

76,000 minutes of instruction within 152 school days. 

 

 What about bad weather days? 
o There are 2 bad weather days are already built into the total 

minutes of the 2016-2017 calendar. 

 

 Why are there weeks with 5 days in them? Not every week is a 4 

day week. 
o State testing and other school events must be taken into 

consideration when building the calendar. 

 

 Will all teachers and staff be present on the optional days? 
o The optional days are regular work days for teachers and 

staff. So unless an employee uses a personal/sick day they are 

required to work on optional days. All professional staff must 

still work the required 187 days. 

 

 Will students have to pay for enrichment activities? 
o At this time all of the enrichment activities will be offered 

free of charge to students. However, at a future date there 

may be a small charge for activities utilizing outside vendors. 

Parents and students will always have the option to choose no 

cost enrichment activities. 

 

 



 How different is Avinger’s calendar compared to other 

surrounding districts? 
o At this time most districts are still developing their calendars. 

From conversations with neighboring districts, most are 

taking advantage of a calendar with fewer instructional days.    

 

 Can students attend only morning or afternoon on Fridays? 

o Yes, this would be the same as a late arrival or checking out 

early.  

 

 What would there be for high school students? 

o Volunteer hours helping in enrichment activities with the 

younger grades 

o Time to work on dual credit classes with a teacher available 

for help 

o Extended time for working on projects in AG or other 

classes. 

 

 How would this new schedule affect basketball/athletes? 

o This schedule would not affect the athletes. It would be up to 

the coach’s discretion.  

 

 How would this affect attendance? 

o Attendance on Fridays would not count against students.  

 

 Who can volunteer? 

o Anyone can volunteer to help. You must be able to pass a 

criminal background check to volunteer. If there is a 

volunteer that would be left alone with any students they will 

have a criminal background check and fingerprints 

completed.  

 

 

 



 Who will lead the enrichment activities? 

o There will be a teacher rotation for who is in charge of 

activities along with volunteers from the community. 

 

 Who is going to be in charge of setting, up the 4-day school 

program? 

o Mr. Giddens will set up a teacher rotation for who will be 

responsible for each optional Friday. The teacher will then be 

responsible for touching base with any volunteers signed up 

to remind them of their upcoming day. When contacting the 

volunteers we will need to make sure they have everything 

they need and if they need any extra hands (high school 

students or other teachers) to help out. If there are no 

volunteers set up the teacher will be responsible for covering 

those times.  

 

 Is there a company that will come to the school and set this up? 

o No, the district will set up the program and adjust as needed 

throughout the school year.  

 

 Can one of the teachers from Union Hill come and speak about 

their 4-day program? 

o We are in the process of setting up for some of our teachers 

to travel to Union Hill to see the program in action and ask 

any questions. We are also trying to contact a teacher to 

come and give a testimonial during the public meeting.  

 

 What if my child doesn't like any of the enrichments? 

o That's where they will have the option to stay home. If they 

attend school Friday they will have to pick an activity to 

attend. High School students will have the option to be an 

aid.  

  


