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Tonkawa Board of Education met Monday January 11, 2021 when President Cara Beth Johnson 

called the meeting to order at 5:30pm. Members present Cara Beth Johnson, Casey McAninch, 

Nancy Appleman, Jerry Hook, and Mary Allan. Guests included Kelly Martin, Kyle Simpson, 

Lyle Becker, and Jennifer Murphy. 

 

December 14, 2020 special meeting minutes were approved with a motion by Cara Beth Johnson 

seconded by Nancy Appleman. Motion carried. Johnson-yes, McAninch-yes, Appleman-yes, 

Hook-yes, and Allan-yes.  

 

Nancy Appleman made a motion seconded by Cara Beth Johnson to approve the following PO 

encumbrances General Fund #223-246 ($37,045.02) Building Bond Fund 34 #15-16 

($149,100.79) Totaling $186,145.81. Motion carried. Johnson-yes, McAninch-yes, Appleman-

yes, Hook-yes, and Allan-yes.  

 

Cara Beth Johnson made a motion, seconded by Mary Allan to approve the Activity Fund 

balances and transfers as admended. Motion carried. Johnson-yes, McAninch-yes, Appleman-

yes, Hook-yes, and Allan-yes.  

 

A motion by Nancy Appleman, seconded by Mary Allan was made to approve a request for TLE 

Qualitative Evaluation Waiver and Assurances.  Motion carried. Johnson-yes, McAninch-yes, 

Appleman-yes, Hook-yes, and Allan-yes.   

 

Cara Beth Johnson made a motion seconded by Mary Allan to go in to executive session at 

5:54pm for the purpose of:   

A. To discuss the evaluation and renewal or non-renewal of the superintendent’s contract for 

the 2021-2022 school year so the board can return to open session and vote to renew or 

non-renew the superintendent’s contract for the 2021-2022 school year. Title 25, 

Oklahoma Statutes. §307 (B) (1)  

Motion carried. Johnson-yes, McAninch-yes, Appleman-yes, Hook-yes, and Allan-yes.  

 

Cara Beth Johnson made a motion seconded by Mary Allan to appoint Nancy Appleman as 

minute’s secretary in executive session. Motion carried. Johnson-yes, McAninch-yes, Appleman-

yes, Hook-yes, and Allan-yes.  

 

 The evaluation of the superintendent and the renewal or non-renewal of her contract were 

the only items discussed-Nancy Appleman 



Cara Beth Johnson made a motion seconded by Jerry Hook to return to open session at 7:02pm. 

Motion carried. Motion carried. Johnson-yes, McAninch-yes, Appleman-yes, Hook-yes, and 

Allan-yes.  

 

Casey McAninch made a motion seconded by Mary Allan to renew Superintendent Lori 

Simpson contract for the 2021-2022 school year.  Stating “This year has been full of uncertainty 

and challenges. Lori has shown her dedication to TPS and keeping as much continuity for 

students and staff as possible. In a time of economic uncertainty and turmoil, Lori has found 

funding that has helped support the district and its students. We are very proud of the fact that 

our students are connected and continue to be able to stay engaged with their teachers and fellow 

students. That is a direct result of the diligent work of the administration to ensure that every 

Tonkawa student has a computer and access to WIFI if it is not available at home. Lori has 

concisely communicated the updates through both phone calls and social media to inform parents 

and the community at large of the decisions that affect the district. Lori's willingness to listen to 

differing opinions is appreciated. In these unprecedented times people have different 

perspectives and emotions run high, but Lori consistently looks at all factors and the implications 

on the district as a whole when making decisions, which is not an easy job. We can easily say 

that 2020 was a nightmare for all schools, but the Board has complete confidence in Lori's 

abilities to lead our district through these times and protect the interests, health and safety of our 

students, faculty and staff. Motion carried. Johnson-yes, McAninch-yes, Appleman-yes, Hook-

yes, and Allan-yes.  

Nancy Appleman made a motion seconded by Jerry Hook to adjourn. Motion carried. Johnson-

yes, McAninch-yes, Appleman-yes, Hook-yes, and Allan-yes.  
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