
 

                                    716 

 SEARCH AND SEIZURE  

   

 The superintendent, principal, or teacher employed by The Tonkawa School District upon 

reasonable suspicion, may detain and search, or authorize the search of, any pupil or property in 

the possession of the pupil if the pupil is on any school premises or in transit under the authority 

of the school, or attending any function sponsored or authorized by the school.  The student may 

be searched for dangerous weapons, controlled dangerous substances, intoxicating beverages, 

and low-point beer.  The student may also be searched for missing or stolen property if such 

property is reasonably suspected to have been taken from a pupil, school employee or the school 

during school activities.  The search shall be conducted by a person of the same sex and 

witnessed by at least one other authorized person, preferably by a person of the same sex.  Only 

cold weather outerwear shall be removed. 

 

 The official shall have authority to detain the pupil and to preserve any of the items 

mentioned above and found on the student.  Any dangerous weapon, controlled dangerous 

substance and intoxicating beverages, including low-point beer, shall be given to the police 

department for appropriate destruction. 

 

 Pupils shall have no expectation of privacy in lockers, desks, or other school property 

from school personnel or law enforcement officers.  No reasonable suspicion shall be required to 

conduct a locker, desk, or other school property search.  These statements are to be included in 

the student discipline handbook. 

 

 The pupil may be suspended in accordance with school law, and any such suspension 

may be appealed to the administrative committee or board of education, in accordance with 

school policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References:  70 O.S. 24-102 (Section 489, School Laws of Oklahoma)          

          HB 2130, 1997 Legislative Session 

                     HB 1092, 2001 Legislative Session 

 

 

Note:  HB 1092 removed the term “wireless communication devices” from the list of items for 

which schools have the authority to detain and search a student. 


