
Timeline of Events Concerning the Smell and Evacuation of Krouch Early Childhood Center 

Events of Wednesday, December 7th 2016 (prior to start of class)  

1. Prior to the start of school, an odor was reported by a staff member in the south side hallway 

near the entry at Krouch Early Childhood Center.   

2. Krouch Principal, Tammy Giaudrone, began to investigate the odor and to determine the smell 

and where it was coming from.    

3. Upon arrival at school a Pre-K teacher opened her classroom and it became apparent that the 

source of the smell was coming from her room.    

4. Mrs. Giaudrone texted Mr. Wilsie, the Superintendent, and told him there was a strong odor in 

the building.   

5. While investigating the classroom, Mrs. Giaudrone received a phone call that an employee was 

feeling light headed.  The employee was moved outside to get fresh air. Mrs. Giaudrone 

contacted the school nurses and asked them to come to the school to check on the teacher 

assistant.  While evaluating the teacher assistant, a teacher complained the odor made them 

feel nauseated and they were also moved outside to fresh air with the nurses.  The two 

employees were monitored by school nurses and both employees were asked if they needed 

further treatment or if they needed to go home for the day. Both employees began to feel 

better and both declined any further assistance and did not go home.    

6. The students and employees were evacuated from the building following the recommendation 

of the district nurses. 

7. The Tecumseh Fire Department was contacted to investigate the odor. The Tecumseh Fire 

Department arrived at Krouch very quickly along with an Oklahoma Natural Gas representative.  

Each agency utilized their meters to detect and determine if any natural gas or fire possibilities 

existed in the building.  There were no issues with either natural gas or fire detected in the 

building.   

8. The investigation by the fire department, ONG and district staff then focused on locating what 

the odor was and where the odor was coming from.   

9. After receiving the all clear on the natural gas and fire possibilities, students and staff were 

allowed back into the areas of the building where the odor was not present.  At that time Pre-K 

went to breakfast and Kindergarten returned to their classrooms.   

10. Following the incident, the classroom was closed off and the students and teacher were moved 

to a different classroom for the rest of the week and the following week while cleanup was 

done. We have contracted with a cleanup/ restoration group to clean the room and remove the 

existing carpet, preparing the room for new carpet. 

Continuation of Events on December 7 After All Clear Given for Students and Staff to Re-Enter Building 

1. Following the search in the Pre-K classroom a substance was found in two areas of the room.   

2. All items that had been in contact with this substance were removed from the classroom in 

order to try to remove the odor caused by the substance.   

3. During the remainder of the day maintenance workers continued to clean the affected area in 

an attempt to eliminate the odor from the classroom. 

 



Events of Thursday, December 8, 2016 

1. Thursday morning, December 8th 2016, a Krouch employee made contact with the principal to 

tell her that she had placed the substance in the classroom and thought it was supposed to have 

a flowery smell.   

2. She identified the product as Bee Go, a product used by beekeepers when they work with bees 

in their hives.   

3. In a conversation with the Assistant Superintendent, the employee confirmed that the locations 

identified by the fire department, ONG representative, maintenance and school administrators 

the previous day were identical to the actual locations she had applied the product.   

4. She showed Assistant Superintendent, Mrs. McCormick, where she put the product in the 

classroom.   

5. She was asked to bring a sample of the product to the board office so it could be reviewed.   

6. In the afternoon on Thursday, she came to the board of education to see Mrs. McCormick.  The 

employee stated that she did not have the container she brought to school.  She said she had 

put it in the trash on Thursday morning and the trash had been picked up that morning.  The 

teacher assistant was sent home following the conversation regarding the incident in order for 

the district to gain more information and determine further actions. 

Events of Friday December 9th, 2016 

1. District Administration met with Tecumseh Fire Department Representative, Jimmy Stokes, to 

continue the work on the incident.   

2. Mr. Stokes communicated with the Shawnee Fire Department Haz Mat department to ask for 

their input on the incident.  The Shawnee Fire Department provided great information and 

assistance.  

3. After making a second request that the employee provide a sample of the Bee Go product, a 

sample was provided and given to the Tecumseh Fire Department for review.  The Tecumseh 

Fire Department communicated with the Shawnee Haz Mat crew regarding review of the 

sample utilizing the equipment of the Shawnee Fire Department.   

4. The Shawnee Haz Mat team communicated with the Department of Environmental Quality 

(DEQ) to obtain their knowledge and suggestions regarding the substance.    

5. During the investigation the Assistant Superintendent spoke to the employee’s son who utilized 

the product in his beekeeping operation.   

6. The Tecumseh Fire Department was given this information from the Assistant Superintendent as 

she spoke to the employee’s son to find out what the product was and provided the Tecumseh 

Fire Department with a sample of the product (not in the original container) and sent a picture 

of the label.    

7. That conversation lead to contact with the company that sold the product.  When Tecumseh 

Fire Representative, Mr. Stokes, called the company that the product was purchased from, they 

asked him if we had the “sweet” smelling Bee Go or the “strong” smelling Bee Go?   

8. Following those questions the company provided Mr. Stokes with a copy of the Safety Data 

Sheet for the product via email.    

9. Through our communication with Mr. Stokes and his conversations with the Shawnee Fire Haz 

Mat leader, we were advised to close the room off and open the windows to ventilate the 

classroom. 



Events of Friday, afternoon, December 9th,  

1.  The School District sent out a School Message to all Krouch parents explaining the smell.  The 

message read: 

Dear Parents, 

We want to provide some information to you regarding a situation at Krouch this week.  On 

Wednesday of this week we had a product brought into a Pre-K classroom called Bee Go.  This 

product is used by beekeepers while working with their bees around the hive.  The person 

thought this product was intended to smell pleasant and just the opposite was true.  Once 

introduced, it provided an unpleasant odor in the classroom and out into the hallway.  The staff 

at Krouch did not know what the odor was and removed the students from the building as a 

precaution and contacted the Tecumseh Fire Department and Oklahoma Natural Gas to ensure 

there were no dangers.  Following the confirmation of no fire or natural gas presence, the 

students were moved into the other parts of the building away from the affected classroom.  We 

have continued to work with the Tecumseh Fire Department who have also consulted with the 

Shawnee Fire Department Haz Mat team along with the Department of Environmental Quality to 

ensure the product safety.  The exposure is limited to one classroom and the adjoining hallway at 

the front of the building.  No students were ever in the classroom during this time.  District staff 

continue to work to both clean the room and eliminate the odor in the building.  While the odor 

is offensive, we have been assured that it is safe to be in the building.  We will continue to follow 

the suggested guidelines in efforts to eliminate the odor in the building. 

Thank you for your continued support of your school. 

 

Summary  

At no time were students ever in the classroom during or following the incident.  The students from the 

affected classroom were moved to an available room and they held class here each day until Friday, 

December 16, 2016, the last day before the Christmas Break. 

To date, no parents or teachers have reported any follow up of students or employees who are 

experiencing any ill effects as a result of the incident.  

Tecumseh Public Schools administration believes unequivocally that student and staff safety is our 

number one priority and is the reason the district called on experts from an area fire department Haz 

Mat crew as well as remediation experts.   

Monday, December 12, 2016, following a second conversation with the district employee that brought 

the Bee Go product into the classroom, the employee submitted their resignation. 

 

 


