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Mrs. Parnell began teaching at Porter Schools in 1990 and continued until her retirement in 2018.  She 
was the HS math teacher and the coach for the Academics teams, among many other roles.  She will be 
greatly missed, not only by her family and loved ones, but also by her students and colleagues.  

Mrs. Parnell's family has set up a scholarship fund in her name that anyone is able to contribute to.  
This seems very fitt ing as Mrs. Guinn summed up perfectly when we asked her in an interview how Mrs. 
Parnell would be best memorialized. She had to say, "As fond of academics and her perpetual 
importance on the value of education, a memorial scholarship for students to further advance their 
educational goals would be one way to memorialize Mrs. Parnell.  Because of her role in a variety of 
extra-curricular activities such as athletics, agriculture and academics, emphasis should be placed on 
those who have excelled academically, as well as are actively involved in Porter Athletics, FFA/4H, and 
academics."

Another question asked was how did Mrs. Parnell impact your life?  Former graduate of Class of 2018 
Zaid Diaz DeLeon had to say, "She was one of the many teachers that encouraged me to go to 
Oklahoma State University, Mrs. Parnell was one of the biggest OSU fans I know."  Another former 
graduate of the Class of 2004 Aleisha Thomas had to say, "She taught me that keeping things simple can 
go a long way." 

Mrs. Parnell truly cared for each and every student whether you were in her class or not.  She was a 
woman of strong faith and you could know that her students and colleagues were always in her prayers.  
She left behind many fond memories . Mrs. Parnell was fiercely loyal to her alumni OSU and her Porter 
Pirates.  Please continue reading for more memorable quotes from her fellow teachers and students. 



We asked several people to share their memories of Mrs. Parnell.  
Please read what they had to say.

What is your fondest memory of Mrs. Parnell?

Mrs. Lori Criner: "When Brad and I came to Porter Jenna was in FFA and Mrs. Parnell went to several FFA events 
with us. One event in particular we took the kids bowling and we watched the OSU basketball game while 
bowling. I remember how excited she was and thinking she just might love OSU more than I do!"

Mrs.  Tonya Broyles: "Going to the Math competition with her every February in Muskogee.  She loved seeing 
other students form other schools that she knew from academics.  But the best part was going into the 
hospitality room and trying every litt le type of food the ICTC Culinary team would be serving and making faces 
and comments together."  

Mrs. Rebecca McBride: "I am atrocious at typing.  I took a keyboarding class with her in High School, she was 
patient and never gave up on me.  Eventually I was awarded most improved in that class. I usually had good 
grades, so this was almost comical but we were both so proud of the accomplishment."

Mrs. Celicia Hamilton: "I loved the way her eyes sparkled and she bubbled over with excitement when she talked 
about her daughter and granddaughter. She absolutely loved and adored them."

Mrs. Janet Hubler: "Mrs. Parnell always supported our school. She would dress up on all dress up days for 
homecoming week and encouraged the students to participate as well."

Mrs. Christina Campbell: "During my first year teaching at Porter I was feeling especially stressed out and 
frazzled. I asked Mrs. Parnell how she managed to survive teaching for 20+ years. She laughed and immediately 
said, "Develop really thick skin."  She encouraged me to not get stressed about problems in the day to day life of 
a teacher.  She reminded me that issues that seem really big today will blow over eventually."

Mrs. Nadine Scott:  " I will never forget when she and Mrs. Smith would dance at the student/teacher dance off 
contest at every homecoming assembly."

Mr. Prentice Joseph: "I remember sitting with her during graduation and she was so embarrassed, yet grateful, to 
be recognized so many times that night.  I kept poking fun at her saying I guess it 's hard being the greatest 
teacher in the world."

Mrs. Jentri Guinn: "While I cannot come up with just one fond memory of Mrs. Parnell, I was honored to spend 8 
years teaching down the hall from her.  During Bedlam week when she had her 'pistols firing' at her end of the 
hallway I would have "Boomer Sooner" going at my end.  We always had fun times together and enjoyed talking 
about our families. No one can forget her awesome dance moves every year at the senior vs. teacher dance off 
during homecoming week." 

Former Graduate class of 2017 Kennedy Mathis:  "Mrs. Parnell and Mrs. Smith would do anything to turn my 
sadness into happiness.  They would literally always be dancing and singing just trying to help the students have 
a better experience and day at Porter. She loved her students and it showed."

Former Graduate class of 2018 Caitlyn Jenkins: "Mrs. Parnell literally stopped class because she smelled my 
breakfast.  She couldn't see but she said she "sure could smell bacon."  She walked to the back of the room and 
told me "I thought I smelled bacon, only you Caitlyn." 

Former Graduate class of 2018 Zaid Diaz DeLeon: "Mrs. Parnell could sniff out food from students as well as any 
trained drug dog. I'll also never forget when John Israel debated with her that a -0 does exist."

Former Graduate class of 2004 Aleisha Thomas: "Mrs. Parnell wrote me the most excellent letter of 
recommendation for college."



We also asked how did Mrs. Parnell impact your life? 

Mrs. Christina Campbell: "Being a relative newcomer to Porter, I haven't know Mrs. Parnell nearly as long as 
others. But, from the few years I worked with her, I knew she was a truly special person.  She radiated positivity 
and she had a deep faith. She was very proud of her students and she cherished her family."

Mrs. Rebecca  McBride: "She has always been a kind person and positive role model."

Mrs. Lori Criner: "Her love for her students always made me smile. I loved how she and Mrs. Smith always 
dressed up for spirit weeks together, and how they danced themselves silly at the homecoming pep assemblies."

Mr. Prentice Joseph: "She impacted my life by showing that no matter what you're going through you can still be 
full of life and thankful for the great things that have happened in your life."

Mrs. Jentri Guinn: "When I began teaching in Porter and especially when I moved up to teach at the High School, 
she took me under her wings and showed me the Pirate way. She instilled in me that the value of teaching 
wasn't necessarily in the content you teach, but in the relationships you build with every student."

Mrs. Celicia Hamilton: "She was so nice and made me feel welcome as a new employee at Porter Schools. But, 
more importantly, she was always very kind to teachers and students who were new to school.  That meant a lot 
to me that she cared so much because I know moving to a new school is not easy for students, staff, or 
teachers."

Mrs. Tonya Broyles: "She impacted me by being so supportive and encouraging to have fun with what we do as 
teachers." 

Mrs. Janet Hubler: "She was a positive influence."

Mrs. Nadine Scott: "Andrea and I have know each other since the 6th grade, we were friends for 43 years! She 
took my daughter, Jasmine, under her wings during her high school career and helped her to understand math 
along with Mrs. Smith's help too."

Former graduate Caitlyn Jenkins: "She impacted my life in a big way, she was always there when I needed her.  
From career choices and to family being diagnosed with cancer.  When I told her what I wanted to do she told 
me who to talk to and she encouraged me to achieve my goals no matter the obstacles."

Former graduate Kennedy Mathis: "I'm terrible at math and she would always help and encourage me to slow 
down and really think about it.  Her funny and amazing personality and her spirit just made me and everyone so 
happy." 

If Porter Schools should decide to memorialize Mrs. Andrea Parnell a few great ideas given to us include some of 
the following.  A scholarship fund in her name, naming her classroom after her, a table or bench in her name 
with OSU on it (and Mrs. Criner knows just the guy that could build it), or at the very least her photo and plaque 
to display in the trophy case alongside her many academic eagle trophies.  

Whatever the school decides Mrs. Parnell will never be forgotten and her teaching legacy will always be 
remembered.  As Kennedy Mathis says, "It doesn't matter who teaches in her room now, it will be her room 
forever. No matter what, her room will always be remembered and considered Mrs. Parny's." 

To the family and loved ones of Mrs. Andrea Parnell we hope that these memories will serve as happy reminders 
of what a wonderful, loving and caring teacher and person she was. 
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Senior of the week Kasandra Ledezma is involved in robotics, 
academic team, STUCO, troop support, and the President of  
NHS. When asked how she wants to be remembered at Porter 
Schoolsnshe said, "I want to be remembered as  an outgoing 
student. I also want to be remembered as a student who took 
my education seriously, and strived to be a good role model." 
After she graduates high school, Kasandra  plans to attend the 
University of Arkansas and further her education by majoring 
in Criminology along with a minor in Political Science.

2/12: HS Basket ball @ 
Haskell 6:30

2/13: SCHOOL CLOSED

2/13: HS Baseball 
scr im m age @  hom e facing 
Muskogee 3:00 p.m . 

2/14: Valent ine's Day

2/15: HS Basket ball 
Dist r ict s @ Barnsdall 
playing Chelsea. Gir ls st ar t  
at  6:30 boys t o fol low. 
Winner  of  gam es advances 
t o Sat urday t o play 
Barnsdall. 

2/18: HS Baseball 
scr im m age @ Broken Ar row  
4:30

      EVENTS

  Senior of the week 

St upid Cupid?
What does Valentine's day mean to you and where did Cupid come 
from?   Cupid has been associated with Valentine's Day for centuries. 
Before he was renamed Cupid, he was known as Eros, the god of love, 
to the ancient Greeks.  Eros, the son to Greek goddess Aphrodite, 
would use two sets of arrows-one for love and the other for hate-to 
play on the emotions of his targets. 

If you've never heard of "vinegar valentines" consider yourself lucky. 
These were popular during the Victorian Era  that were sent 
anonymously  by those that didn' want the attention of certain suitors.  
Luckily these didn't carry on to remain popular.  

So we hope that your Valentine's will be filled with love, chocolates and 
flowers. If not, maybe next year then!



Sunglasses are not only a 
fashion staple, but they 
protect your eyes from the 
suns harmful rays. Tiny 
sunglasses are not helpful to 
your eyes, nor are they 
fashionable. You will not be a 
"ray of sunshine" if you follow 
this trend.

Tiny Sunglasses

In World News: Trump weighs options 
after deal falls short of his demands. 
President Donald Trump must soon 
decide whether he can accept the 
border security deal struck by 
congressional negotiators that falls  far 
short of his original demands.

 In Other News: Verdict reached in trial 
of Mexican druglord Joaquin 'El Chapo' 
Guzman. Jurors have a verdict in this 
case of the Mexican druglord accused 
of carrying out a sprawling criminal 
enterprise as chief of the Sinaloa cartel.

  "Always st ay t rue t o 
yourself  and never  let  what  
som ebody says dist ract  you 
f rom  your  goals."

               ~Michelle Obam a

         

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

What  Not  t o Wear

Wor ld News

Joke of  t he Week

Q: What  Kind of  
Valent ines Day Candy 
is never  on t im e?

A:ChocoLATE


