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 Exist in a set amount. 
 Formed over such long periods of time that 

they are depleted before they are able to 
form again. 

 Fossil Fuels 
 Coal 

 Oil 

 Natural Gas 
 Minerals 
 Uranium (Nuclear Power) 



 Coal is believed to have been formed about 300 
million years ago. 

 Plants (peat moss) died and were covered by layers of 
sediments. Pressure from the layers of sediments, 
heat from the core of Earth, and the absence of 
oxygen helped to produce coal. 

 Coal is combustible and is found in coal beds or coal 
seams. 

 Different grades of coal are used for different things. 
Worldwide, it is the largest source of energy for 
generating electricity. 



 Oil and natural gas are formed in the 
same way and tend to be found 
together. 

 They are formed from the remains of 
tiny aquatic animals and plants. These 
organisms die, sink to the bottom, are 
covered in silt and mud, and start to 
decay. Time, pressure, and heat push 
out the water. 

 Natural gas molecules are so small that 
they do not stick together well enough 
to become a liquid. As they are lighter, 
they are found above the oil. 

 Pressure pushes the oil and gas up 
through porous rocks until they come to 
a non-porous rock. Since they cannot go 
any further, they collect there. 



 
Fossil  
Fuel 

 
Forms  
From 

 
State of 
Matter 

Percentage Used 
in the United 

States to 
Generate 
Electricity 

Coal Plants  
(peat moss) 

Solid 49.8% 

Oil Tiny sea animals and 
plants 

Liquid  3.0% 

Natural Gas Tiny sea animals and 
plants 

Gas 18.3% 



 Considered nonrenewable because they take 
so long to develop. 

 Many of the metallic minerals can be reused 
by recycling them. 
 Examples are: 
▪ Copper 

▪ Gold 

▪ Silver 

▪ Zinc 

▪ Aluminum 


