
Word of the Day (4) 

(6th Grade) 

1. Plate Tectonics - The theory that pieces of Earth’s lithosphere are in constant motion, driven by convection currents in 
the mantle. 
2. Pangaea - The name of the single landmass that began to break apart 200 million years ago and gave rise to today’s 
continents 
3. Convergent Boundary - A plate boundary where two plates move toward each other. 
4. Divergent Boundary - A plate boundary where two plates move away from each other. 
5. Transform Boundary - A plate boundary where two plates move past each other in opposite directions. 
6. Subduction - The process by which oceanic crust sinks beneath a deep-ocean trench and back into the mantle at a 
convergent plate boundary. 
7. Plate - A section of the lithosphere that slowly moves over the asthenosphere, carrying pieces of continental and 
oceanic crust. 
8. Fault - A break in Earth’s crust along which rocks move. 
9. Rift Valley - A deep valley that forms where two plates move apart 
10. metabolism - The combination of chemical reaction through which an organism builds up or breaks down materials 
11. organism - A living thing 
12. cell - The basic unit of structure and function in living things 
13. unicellular - Made of a single cell 
14. multicellular - Consisting of many cells 
15. stimulus - Any change or signal in the environment that can make an organism react in some way 
16. response - An action or change in behavior that occurs as a result of a stimulus 
17. development - The process of change that occurs during an organism’s life to produce a more complex organism 
18. Asexual reproduction - A reproductive process that involves only one parent and produces offspring that are 
genetically identical to the parent 
19. Sexual reproduction - A reproductive process that involves two parents that combine their genetic material to 
produce a new organism which differs from both parents 
20. Spontaneous generation - The mistaken idea that living things arise from nonliving sources 
21. autotroph - An organism that is able to capture energy from sunlight or chemicals and use it to produce its own food 
22. heterotroph - An organism that cannot make its own food and gets food by consuming other living things 
23. homeostasis - The condition in which an organism’s internal environment is kept stable in spite of changes in the 
external environment 
24. classification - The process of grouping together items that are alike in some way 
25. taxonomy - The scientific study of how living things are classified 
26. genus - A classification grouping that consists of a number of similar, closely related species 
27. species - A group of similar organisms that can mate with each other and produce offspring that can also mate and 
reproduce 
28. prokaryote - A unicellular organism that lacks a nucleus and some other cell structures 
29. nucleus - In cells, a large oval organelle that contains the cell’s genetic material in the form of DNA and controls 
many of the cell’s activities 
30. eukaryote - An organism whose cells contain a nucleus 
31. organelle - A tiny cell structure that carries out a specific function within the cell 
32. Cell membrane - A thin, flexible barrier that surrounds a cell and controls which substances pass into and out of a cell 
33. Cell wall - A rigid supporting layer that surrounds the cells of plants and some other organisms 
34. cytoplasm - The thick fluid region of a cell located inside the cell membrane (in prokaryotes) or between the cell 
membrane and nucleus (in eukaryotes) 
35. Biotic factor - A living or once living part of an organism’s habitat 
36. Abiotic factor - A nonliving part of an organism’s habitat 
37. population - All the members of one species living in the same area 
38. community - All the different populations that live together in a particular area 
39. ecosystem - The community of organisms that live in a particular area, along with their nonliving environment 
40. ecology - The study of how organisms interact with each other and their environment 


