
6th Grade Words of the Day (1) 

1. Potential Energy - The energy stored in an object because of its position 

2. Kinetic Energy - The energy an object has because of its motion 

3. Force - A push or pull that causes an object to move, stop, or change 

direction 

4. Unbalanced Forces - Forces that are opposite in direction, but unequal 

in size 

5. Speed - The distance an object travels per unit of time 

6. Distance - From one point to another point; able to be measured in 

length. 

7. Time - A measure of the past, present, and future based on natural 

events such as seasons 

8. Inclined Plane - A simple machine that reduces the force needed to lift 

an object to a height 

9. Pulley - A simple machine made of a rope or chain and a grooved 

wheel 

10. Inertia - The tendency of a moving object to keep moving, or of a still 

object to stay still 

11. Friction - The force that resists motion when two surfaces rub 

against each other 

12. Gravity - A force that pulls objects toward each other relative to 

mass 

13. Motion - The movement of an object 

14. Work - What happens when force moves an object over a distance 

15. Sol - The name of the Sun, the star that is at the center of our solar 

system 

16. Corona - The atmosphere of gas surrounding the Sun 

17. Photosphere - The visible, outer layer of the Sun 

18. Chromosphere - The lower layer of the Sun’s atmosphere 



19. Meteor - A relatively small particle of matter in the solar system that 

can be seen by the frictional glow created as it falls toward the Earth. 

20. Asteroid - Any of the numerous small celestial bodies found 

especially between Mars and Jupiter 

21. Comet - A small bright celestial body made of dust and ice that 

develops a long tail when near the sun 

22. Orbit - The path an object takes as it moves around another object 

in space 

23. Solar System - The Sun, the eight planets, and the many other 

objects that orbit the Sun 

24. Lunar - Of or relating to the moon 

25. Radiative Zone - The layer of the Sun closest to the core in which 

energy is transferred to the outer layers 

26. Convection Zone - A layer of the Sun in which energy is transferred 

by convection 

27. Planet - A large body that moves in an orbit around a star 

28. Core - The innermost layer of Earth, Sun, or Moon 

29. Mantle - The thick layer of rock between Earth’s crust and core 

30. Crust - The outermost layer of the Earth 

31. Asthenosphere - A layer of the upper mantle of the Earth that is less 

rigid and located below the lithosphere; made of very hot rock that 

moves by convection. 

32. Lithosphere - The outer portion of the Earth that consists of solid 

rock 

33. Igneous rock - A rock that forms when magma or lava cools and 

hardens 

34. Sedimentary Rock - A type of rock formed when layers of sediment 

are pressed together and harden over time 

35. Metamorphic Rock - A rock that has been changed by heat or 

pressure into another kind of rock 



36. Sedimentation - The act of making sediment through the process of 

weathering 

37. Crystallization - The process by which atoms of minerals bond 

together in a repeating pattern 

38. Magma - Liquid, molten rock beneath Earth’s surface 

39. Lava - Molten rock that erupts from a volcano (on top of the earth’s 

surface) 

40. Geologist - A scientist who studies the structure of the Earth 

 


