
6th Grade Words of the Day: (1) Physical Property 

Metal: An element that is usually a hard, shiny solid and a good conductor of heat and 

electricity  

Nonmetal: An element that lacks metallic luster, and is not a good conductor of heat and 

electricity  

Metalloid: An element that has characteristics of both metals and non-metals  

Luster: Refers to how an element reflects light (shiny or dull)  

Malleability: Refers to the ability of an element to be hammered into thin sheets or rolled  

Conductivity: Refers to the ability of an element to transfer heat or electricity  

Moh’s Hardness Scale: A scale used to rate the hardness of a mineral based on what it can or 

cannot scratch  

Streak: A mark of a different color made from the powder produced when a mineral is dragged 

across an unweathered surface  

Streak Plate: An unglazed piece of porcelain, such as a tile, used to test the characteristic 

streak of minerals by rubbing the mineral across the tile.  

Density: The amount of matter compacted into a given volume of a substance  

Mass: The amount of matter in an object  

Volume: The amount of space an object takes up  

Physical Property: A characteristic of a substance that can be observed or measured without 

changing the substance  

Average: The mean of a series of numbers; obtained by adding the numbers together and 

dividing by the number of numbers in the series 

Constant: The part(s) of an experiment that do not change. They are kept the same so the 

variable is isolated.  

 

 



6th Grade Words of the Day: (2) 

Dependent variable: The part of an experiment that is affected or changes; it is the 

response that is measured in the experiment.  

Independent variable:  the variable that is varied or manipulated by the researcher 

so as to cause changes in or to the dependent variable in the experiment  

Frequency:  how often an event occurs  

Function:  the specific purpose of an object  

Element:  Basic substances made of only one type of particle; all matter is made up 

of one or more elements  

Compound:  A pure substance made up of two or more elements that cannot be 

physically separated  

Graph: A diagram that shows change in one variable in comparison with one or 

more other factors  

Hypothesis: A statement that can be tested by an investigation or observation 

Qualitative:  Data that cannot be expressed as a number  

Quantitative: Data that can be expressed as a number  

Range: the difference between the largest and smallest values in a set of data  

Table:  A structure used to organize and record information in rows and columns  

Matter: Anything that has mass and takes up space  

Mixture: A combination of two or more substances that keep their own properties  

Physical state: A form of matter such as solid, liquid, or gas 

 

 

 



6th Grade Words of the Day: (3) 

Solid: Matter that has a definite shape  

Liquid: Matter that flows and takes the shape of its container  

Gas:  A state of matter that does not have a shape of its own  

Pure substance:  Matter that is the same throughout  

Temperature:  How hot or cold something is; the measurement of the movement 

of molecules in matter  

Precipitate: The solid matter that separates from a solution  

Reliability: The degree to which the results of an investigation are valid and 

dependable 

Inference: A conclusion reached on the basis of something known or assumed  

Precaution: An action taken before a science investigation to guard against 

possible danger  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


