
5th Grade Words of the Day (1) 

1. Weather - The condition of the atmosphere at a certain place and time 

2. Climate - The general pattern of weather conditions in a region over a 

period of many years 

3. Water Cycle - The movement of water through Earth’s environment  

4. Evaporation - The process by which a liquid changes to a gas 

5. Condensation - The change from gas to liquid as  a result of cooling 

6. Precipitation - Any form of water falling from the clouds to Earth 

7. Transpiration - The release of water vapor by plants 

8. Runoff - Water from rain or melted snow that flows along Earth’s 

surface into bodies of water 

9. Collection (Accumulation) - A part of the water cycle in which water 

collects in large bodies of water 

10. Photosynthesis - The process by which plants use light to produce 

food 

11. Oxygen - A colorless, odorless, gas that makes up about one-fifth of 

Earth’s atmosphere and is necessary for life 

12. Carbon Dioxide - A colorless, odorless gas that animals breathe out 

and plants use to produce food 

13. Food Chain - The sequence that traces food energy in an ecosystem 

from producers to consumers 

14. Food Web - A system of overlapping and connecting food chains in 

an ecosystem  

15. Producer - An organism that makes its own food 

16. Consumer - An organism that survives by eating other organisms 

17. Decomposer - An organism that breaks down dead matter, returning 

nutrients to the environment 

18. Overpopulation - A situation that occurs when a population 

becomes too great in number for the area they occupy, so that 

resources become scarce 



19. Complete Metamorphosis - The life cycle of an organism whose 

appearance changes substantially at each of the four stages 

20. Egg - The first stage in the life cycle of some animals 

21. Larva - An early stage in the life cycle of an insect; worm-like; after 

the egg stage and before the pupa stage 

22. Pupa - The stage of metamorphosis in which an insect changes from 

a larva to an adult 

23. Chrysalis/Cocoon - The pupa stage of a butterfly, occurring between 

the larva and adult stages; the case which holds the larva of some 

insects during the pupa stage 

24. Adult - A fully grown plant or animal 

25. Incomplete Metamorphosis - The life cycle of an organism whose 

appearance does not change substantially and has three growth 

stages: egg, nymph, adult 

26. Nymph - A stage of incomplete metamorphosis in which the insect 

resembles the adult but is not fully developed 

27. Adaptation - A structure or behavior that helps an organism survive 

in its environment 

28. Learned Behavior - Behavior that is taught or acquired through 

experience 

29. Inherited Trait - A characteristic passed from parents to offspring 

through genes 

30. Niche - The special role that a species fills in its habitat 

31. Carbon Cycle - The process by which carbon is exchanged among 

plants, animals, and the environment 

32. Nitrogen Cycle - The cycle in which nitrogen gas is changed into 

forms of nitrogen that plants can use 

33. Vibration - The back-and-forth movement of an object 

34. Conclusion - A statement of fact that is made at the end of and as a 

result of an experiment 



35. Destructive Force - A force that tears down, ruins, or destroys 

36. Constructive force - A force that builds or creates 

37. Life cycle - The sequence of stages or changes in the life of an 

organism 

38. Air mass - A large body of air having similar temperature and 

moisture content 

39. Front - The boundary between two air masses 

40. Altitude - An object’s height above Earth’s surface 


