
5th Grade Words of the Day: (1) Physical Property 

1. Physical Property: A characteristic of a substance that can be observed or 

measured without changing the substance 

2. Mass: The amount of matter in an object  

3. Magnetism: The pulling force of an object that attracts iron or steel  

4. Physical State: A form of matter, such as solid, liquid, or gas 

5. Solid: Matter that has a definite shape  

6. Liquid: Matter that flows and takes the shape of its container  

7. Gas: A state of matter that does not have a shape of its own 

8. Freeze: To go from a liquid to a solid state of matter  

9. Melt: To go from a solid to a liquid state of matter  

10. Evaporate: To go from a liquid to a gas state of matter  

11. Condense: To go from a gas to a liquid state of matter  

12. Relative Density: The density of a substance as it relates to another 

substance. If it is less dense than what it is in, it will float in that substance. If 

it is more dense, it will sink.  

13. Solubility: The ability of a substance to be dissolved  

14. Soluble/Insoluble: A substance that is soluble can be dissolved. A substance 

that is insoluble cannot be dissolved.  

15. Dissolve: To mix completely with another substance to form a solution  

16. Solute: The substance which is dissolved in the solvent of a solution.  

17. Solvent: The part of the mixture in which other substances are dissolved  

18. Mixture: A combination of two or more substances that keep their own 

properties  

19. Conductivity:  A measurement of how well a substance allows heat or 

electricity to go through it  

20. Conductor/insulator: A conductor allows heat and energy to flow through it 

easily and an insulator does not.  



21. Force:  A push or pull that causes an object to move, stop, or change 

direction 

22. Variable: The one thing in an experiment that changes and/or is being 

measured  

23. Energy: The ability to work or cause change  

24. Mechanical energy: The energy in an object due to its position or motion  

25. Light energy: A form of energy that can be seen  

26. Medium: A substance through which energy or waves travel  

27. Reflection: Light energy that bounces off a surface  

28. Refraction: The bending of light rays as they pass from one substance to 

another  

29. Thermal energy: (heat energy) – the energy of moving particles that 

produces heat  

30. Electrical energy: Energy created by charged particles  

31. Circuit:  The path of an electric current 

32. Current: The flow of electricity through a conductor  

33. Sound energy: A type of energy that can be heard, caused by vibrations 

34. Inference:  A conclusion that is reached based on something known or 

assumed  

35. Empirical evidence:  Evidence which would yield the same results for any 

observer, such as a specific measurement  

36. Direct/Indirect evidence:  Direct evidence is observed and/or measured. 

Indirect evidence is inferred and not readily observed.  

37. Reliability: The degree to which the results of an investigation are valid and 

dependable  

38. Forms of Energy: Refers to mechanical, electrical, thermal, light, and sound 

energy, all of which provide the ability to do work in different ways.  

39. Solution: A mixture of two or more substances that are evenly distributed 

throughout  


