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January 13, 2021 

Dear Rains ISD family,  

I hope that this letter finds everyone staying healthy. As the first semester has ended, more than 
50% of our virtual students were unsuccessful by failing at least one class. There are many 
different factors that have contributed to this issue of students not passing at an acceptable level 
and of course the reasons differ from student to student and grade level to grade level.  

We started the option of At-Home Learning because of the unknown factors related to COVID-19. 
We have monitored infection rates pertaining to COVID-19 throughout the first semester. After 
completing the first half of the year,  we now have a baseline of information of infection rates 
among our students and staff members. We have witnessed that with safety precautions like 
masking-up and face shields, extra cleaning and social spacing, we can keep the spread of the 
virus to a minimum. We have also learned over the last several weeks that many families did not 
choose At-Home Learning because of COVID concerns. While we are aware that many did and 
continue to have health concerns, there were many families that chose At-Home Learning out of 
convenience or student's preference.  

With positive results of minimal virus spread and the fact that so many of our virtual learners are 
not learning at an acceptable level, it has been decided in consultation with the board of trustees 
that Rains ISD will end At-Home Learning. All At-Home Learners should report back to their 
assigned campus by Monday, February 1, 2021.  

Many students have already made the transition back to on-campus instruction since the 
beginning of the school year. We now have over 90 percent of all students attending on campus 
each day. Principals, teachers and staff will work with families to make a smooth transition back 
to On-Campus instruction. Face coverings or masks are required for all students in grades 4 and 
above.  

If you disagree with cancelling remote learning for your student, you may appeal this decision in 
one of two ways: 

1. Submitting a medical exemption, which you can obtain by emailing rains@rainsisd.org. 
This exemption requires health care provider certification that your child or an individual 
in his/her household has a high-risk medical condition as defined by the Centers for 
Disease Control. You can submit this appeal via email to rains@rainsisd.org.  

2. Requesting a transition meeting. If you request a transition meeting (which can be held 
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virtually), Rains ISD will contact you to schedule a transition meeting, including your 
student’s teachers. The meeting will occur no sooner than 3 days after you request it, and 
your child may continue to learn remotely until the meeting has been held. 

As school administrators we must have a reasonable balance between safety concerns and 
student success. There are tremendous advantages to on-campus learning, including better 
grades, participation in extra and co-curricular activities, and social interaction. With the large 
failure percentage of At-Home learners we need to change our policy to ensure students are 
learning at an acceptable level. We are committed to providing all students with high level 
instruction and a great school experience. The bottom line is that students must continue to grow 
academically and many are not progressing at a satisfactory pace while currently enrolled in 
At-Home learning. We do hope you understand the reasoning behind this decision and the 
commitment of our school district to your student's success.  

If you need clarification to this policy change please feel free to contact me at 
johnsonj@rainsisd.org or by calling me at 903-473-2222.  

Thank you for your cooperation concerning this matter.  

Sincerely,  

 
Jennifer Johnson 
Superintendent, Rains ISD 
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