
 

Spring & Summer To Do List For Juniors 

 

Start talking.  It’s time to start conversations about what your plans are after high 

school.  It is important to get on the same page regarding realistic expectations and 

hopes. If you’ve already had some of these conversations, then talk about issues you 

haven’t discussed yet: how will you (the student and the parents) manage the college 

process during senior year, grade and work expectations while in college, college 

majors, financial commitment, etc. 

Unsure of where to start when looking at potential colleges? Consider the following: 

- Does the college offer my career path/major? 

- How far away is the college from family? 

- How big is the college? Am I comfortable going to a school that size? 

- What is the average semester cost? (Tuition, fees, housing, food plans).  

- Is it a better fit to begin at a Junior College, then transfer to a 4 yr college? 

- What are the additional application requirements?  

   (Application fee, essay, letters of recommendation, Resume) 

This is the right time for parents to honestly discuss financial capabilities and how much 

they can contribute towards their child’s college education.  It is important for the 

student to know the family contribution so that they can look at college with realistic 

eyes.  

Financial Aid/Scholarships. Remember that financial aid can bring the cost of a 

college down, so don’t only look at the sticker price, but consider financial aid options as 

well.  Parents can get an estimate of what federal aid they might be eligible for at the 

College Boards EFC Calculator. FAFSA opens annually each October 1.  You can also look 

at college websites to learn more about financial aid and scholarship opportunities 

through the potential colleges/universities. We encourage you to browse the Scholarship 

link of our LHS Academic Advising Department’s website to view informational websites 

and to become familiar with scholarships that may be applicable to you next year.  

Learn More About Yourself.  This is a really important semester to invest energy in 

learning more about your academic and social needs.  This will be important to help 

make the transition into college a successful transition.  Do you know what you want to 

study?  Do you know what kind of learning environment will be best for you?  Do you 

know what type of location you want to experience college in?  Do you know what 

extracurricular activities you want at your college?  Do you know what type of services 

you will need to succeed academically? This is also a good time to research interests, 

majors and programs at various colleges. www.texasgearup.com is a website that has a 

section “Student Hub” where you can explore careers and take a “Discover You” quiz. 

Work hard in your classes.  Your junior year is the most important year in your 

application process.  This is the last semester of grades added to your transcript that is 

sent for college admissions purposes.  (GPA, Rank and Top 10%)   Study hard, 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/paying-your-share/expected-family-contribution-calculator
http://www.texasgearup.com/


especially in your four core academic courses – English, Math, Science, Social Studies, 

get extra assistance for the classes you are struggling with, participate in class, and 

challenge yourself.  Also remember – your teachers will be the ones that will fill out your 

academic references next year– so get to know your teachers, work hard, and be 

respectful. 

Also, in planning for your senior year, select your courses thoughtfully.  Continue to 

challenge yourself and take as many Honors, AP and/or advanced courses as you can. 

Balance is important – only take as many in which you can be successful. 

Colleges will see your senior class schedule. Don’t send them a warning that you aren’t 

living up to your potential or challenging yourself!  

Testing.   Many juniors have already started test preparation study guides (Khan 

Academy or other free online resources), taken the SAT/ACT or have registered for 

upcoming testing sessions. Now is the time to be taking your ACT and/or SAT tests.  

LHS offers school day testing for both the SAT and the ACT; please check your school 

email, announcements and the school calendar for dates.  You can register at ACT.org or 

Collegeboard.org (SAT).  If you would like to take the ACT or SAT on a Saturday, you 

will need to choose an alternate high school when registering on the test’s website. Most 

colleges and many scholarships require an ACT or SAT score.  If you plan to attend a 

junior college or a technical school, you most likely will need TSI scores for Reading, 

Writing and Math.  It is important to make your testing plans now so that this summer 

and Fall you can give more energy and time in your applications (not tests). 

College Visits.  The Spring Semester of your junior year is the perfect time to visit 

colleges.  Take advantage of our upcoming school holidays and/or the 1 day of excused 

absences that juniors receive for college visits. As a senior, you will have the opportunity 

for two college visits. Remember to check with your Assistant Principal before your 

college trip to get the documentation required. We recommend visiting a few different 

types of colleges. If you can, visit a large university and a small one, a state school and 

a private school, a school in the middle of a large city and a school in a small town.  

Visiting colleges will help you build a strong application list and help you decide what 

types of colleges or junior colleges/technical schools are a good “fit”.  This is also a great 

time just to browse various college/university websites. 

 

Applications. If you want to get a jump start on College Applications, create an account 

at Apply Texas or with The Common Application.  These are generic websites where you 

will apply to college for the Fall semester. Many colleges will open fall applications this 

summer (ex: Texas A&M opens July 1) Texas public colleges and universities (2 yr, 

technical & 4 yr) applications are available through Apply Texas.  The Common 

Application may be used for private schools or out of state colleges/universities. 

Research the website of the school you are interested in applying to determine the 

proper application process so that you are ready. 

 

Activity Log.  

Colleges want to know what activities you have participated in while in high school. 

Create a chart for each year while in high school where you can document (and continue 

to add) your participation in activities.  Clubs, sports, offices held, honors received, 

church/community service, employment while in high school.  This will be helpful when 

you apply to college, as well as scholarships. 



 

 

 

Essay. 

College applications typically require an essay.  The essay is an opportunity for you to 

share information about you that is not found anywhere else in the application.  You can 

begin to brainstorm ideas for your essay.  Think about what sets you apart from other 

applicants, your proudest accomplishments (academic & personal), 5 adjectives that 

describe you, what extracurricular activities have been most meaningful to you (why), 

goals after college, how do you spend your free time, have you overcome any hardships 

(how), what makes you unique?  

 

 

Summer Plans.  What are you planning to do this summer?  Have you thought of 

participating in a summer program or being a leader at a summer camp?  Colleges are 

looking for you to show intellectual curiosity and/or community engagement.  Your 

summer plans can strengthen your admissions profile if you plan wisely and ahead of 

time. Sometimes, the college essays will even ask how you’ve spent your summers. An 

essay filled with video games, sleeping, and hanging out with friends is not the best first 

impression. Of course, you can still do all of those things, but you also want to list 

academic or community activities. 


