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Following the terrorist at-
tacks on Sept. 11, 2001, that 
occurred at the World Trade 
Center, the Pentagon and a 
field near Shanksville, Pa., 
flags throughout Polk County 
could be seen flying at half-
staff.

Stunned office workers all 
over town huddled around 
televisions and radios to hear 
updates on the catastrophe. 
Although it was occurring 
thousands of miles away, it 
may as well have been here, 
as one could feel the quite 
pall that fell over everyone as 
shock and disbelief gave way 
to tears and anger.

Some may think that Polk 
Countians had nothing to 
worry about in conjunction 
with the attacks, but regard-
less, numerous precautions 
were underway locally that 
fateful Tuesday.

Although none of the 
school districts in Polk Coun-
ty closed or dismissed early 
that day, several campuses in 
the Livingston ISD were un-
der a self-imposed lockdown.

Prayer vigils open to the 
public were held at Central 
Baptist Church, Macedonia 
Missionary Baptist Church 

and First United Methodist 
Church.

 As the Polk County Com-
missioners Court convened 
to hold a public hearing on its 
proposed budget, many peo-
ple felt helpless and some-

what silly continuing to go 
through the motions as if it 
was an ordinary day

“The importance of this 
budget somewhat pales com-
pared to what’s going on 
with our country right now,” 

John Thompson, then county 
judge, said.

Area law enforcement 
agencies were on alert and 
based on recommendations 
by the county’s Office of 
Emergency Management, ex-

tra units patrolled the court-
house area that day.

The Polk County Sheriff ’s 
Office patrolled area schools 
and monitored local price 
gouging in the days that fol-
lowed.

The Trinity River Author-
ity and Lake Livingston Dam 
took precautions as well, by 
increasing the number of se-
curity personnel, including 
security personnel in boats 
on Lake Livingston.

“We had no indication to 
think we were under threat, 
but wanted to do this as a 
precaution,” Bill Holder, then 
project manager, said. “At that 
time, we didn’t know if it might 
spread across the nation.”

The local hospital, then 
called Memorial Medical 
Center Livingston, and the 
Polk County Red Cross co-
sponsored a blood drive to 
benefit the victims of the ter-
roristic attacks.

“The Red Cross office, the 
sheriff ’s department, the hos-
pital and the county judge 
were receiving so many calls 
from people wanting to give 
blood, so Jay (Jay Dickson, 
then hospital director) and 
I got together and contacted 
Stewart Regional Blood Cen-
ter to host it and they agreed 
to,” Dick Cooley, then the 
branch manager of the Polk 
County Red Cross, said.

An estimated 2,000 peo-
ple decked out in red, white 
and blue turned out for Polk 
County’s “Proud to be an 
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LAKE LIVINGSTON DATA AS OF SEPT. 7

Current level .........................  130.98 ft

Normal level ........................... 131.00 ft

Discharge ............................... 1,533 cfs

Weekly rainfall total ................... 0.00 in

TRINITY RIVER DATA AS OF SEPT. 7

Location ........... Goodrich - Gauge GRIT2

Condition ................................... Normal 

Discharge ............................... 1,420 cfs

Gauge height  .............................. 4.55 ft

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001880

Surprisingly great 
rates right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a price you want. Call me for surprisingly 
great rates and Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer.
All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Bradley Welborn, Agent
800 W Church St
Livingston, TX  77351
Bus: 936-327-2541
bradley.welborn.b3tb@statefarm.com

“Proudly serving East Texas since 1983.”

AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK       NO OVERTIME CHARGES

FINANCING AVAILABLE! 
PAYMENT STARTING AT $60/MONTH*

*On qualifying HVAC system. With approved credit.

Subject to change. Call for complete details. 

www.BestAirandHeatLLC.com

(936) 967-4444
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to fill out your 
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An afterschool enrichment pro-
gram at Livingston Junior High 
School will soon be underway and 
is being funded by a grant through 
the Nita M. Lowey 21st Century 
Community Learning Center in 
conjunction with the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Deep East Texas. The op-
portunity has been awarded to 
Livingston, Crockett and Nacog-
doches.

Worth $750,000, the grant will 
be distributed over five years and 
will fund a project director and 
core subject tutors.

The Nita M. Lowey 21st Cen-
tury CLC is a program supports 
the creation of community learn-
ing centers that provide academic 
enrichment opportunities during 
non-school hours for children, 
particularly students who attend 
high-poverty and low-performing 
schools. The program helps stu-
dents meet state and local student 
standards in core academic sub-
jects, such as reading and math; 
offers students a broad array of en-
richment activities that can com-
plement their regular academic 
programs; and offers literacy and 

other educational services to the 
families of participating children.

Jose Vazquez, a 2010 graduate of 
Livingston High School, has been 
named project director. Vazquez is 
a 2015 graduate of the University of 
Texas with a bachelor of science in 
biology. He said all through college 
he wanted to be a pediatrician until 
he did some internships at hospi-
tals and realized that was not the 
career for him.

“I began working summer camps 
for a non-profit and I absolutely 
loved it. I worked there for three 
years and then the grant was not 
renewed. I went to the YMCA of 
Greater Williamson County. In 
2018, I moved to Houston and went 
to the YMCA of Greater Houston. 
I worked with 21st Century as site 
director for three years,” he said, 
adding, “I always knew I wanted to 
work with children.”

F. Sunnie Frazier, of Woodville, 
has been named the site project 
director. A third-generation edu-
cator, Frazier said she comes from 
a lineage of educators. “The Fra-
ziers are farmers and educators.” 
Educated at Prairieview A&M 
University, Georgetown University 
and Columbia University, Frazier 
has been an educator, a Christian 

school principal and a consul-
tant and has worked in New York, 
Maryland and Houston. “Math is 
my focus,” she said.

The afterschool enrichment pro-
gram will be from 3:30-6:30 p.m. 
weekdays on the junior high cam-
pus. On Mondays through Thurs-
days, students will have strategy 
and academic support where they 
will work on homework and re-
ceive tutoring. The students will 
have a light dinner and will also 
participate in enrichment activi-
ties such as passport to manhood, 
character development, arts and 
garden club. On Fridays, the entire 
three hours will be spent on en-
richment activities.

“This will be academically focused 
and intentional. We’re incorporating 
project-based learning. Everything 
we do is intentional, including the 
selection of students,” Vazquez said. 
He said the primary goals are to in-
crease academics, specifically math 
and reading scores, then increase at-
tendance and finally, increase parent 
involvement.

“We’re focusing on sixth-graders 
because we want three consecutive 
programs but we’re not eliminating 

Afterschool enrichment program to begin

Sept. 11 – A look back locally

Jose Vazquez is project director and F. Sunnie Frazier is site project di-
rector of a new afterschool enrichment program at Livingston Junior 
High School that is being funded by a grant in conjunction with the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Deep East Texas. PHOTO BY EMILY BANKS WOOTENSee  PROGRAMS  ➩ Page 2A
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seventh and eighth-graders,” 
Frazier said.

“That strategy was actu-
ally suggested by Ms. Frazier 
and Mr. Nettles (Junior High 
Principal Jared Nettles). 
That’s why they’re targeting 
that group,” Vazquez said.

Frazier and Vazquez have 
been busy working with 
teachers, specifically the 
ELA (English Language 
Arts) teachers, as they said 
Nettles’ big push is reading.

“We encourage siblings of 
our scholars, which is what 

we call our participants,” 
Frazier said, adding that that 
was Vazquez’ idea.

Frazier said a six-week 
program will be offered in 
the summer at which time 
students will go on field 
trips, as well as participate 
in STEM courses (science/
technology/engineering/
math), art and substantive 
topics.

“The bonus is that we 
provide a light dinner and 
transportation. Dr. Hawkins 
is giving us a lot of support,” 
Frazier said of the LISD su-
perintendent.

 “One of the rules 
though is no pull-outs. At-

tendance is key. We have to 
have them there consistent-
ly. We get graded just like the 
school gets graded. We get to 
stay as long as the students 
are improving,” Frazier said 
of the five-year grant. “We’re 
here to help the school, sup-
port the school district, Mr. 
Nettles and the students.”

“Our priority is academ-
ics, then ESL (English as a 
second language) students 
and new arrivals and lastly, 
behavior and social skills,” 
Vazquez said. 

Another important com-
ponent of the program is 
providing outreach events for 
parents in the community.

“We will provide adult 
education for families that 
need it, ESL, fitness, nutri-
tion, whatever the needs are. 
We’ve hired a family engage-
ment specialist to serve the 
program,” Frazier said.

They also said there will 
be all types of activities to 
get parents on the campus.

“This is also an opportuni-
ty to reach out to those par-
ents who can’t attend things 
in the mornings or during 
the work day,” Vazquez said. 
“We want this to be an ex-
tension of the school.”

“We’re wanting to partner 
with groups in the commu-
nity,” Frazier said, adding 

that the first big project will 
be forming a garden club.

Frazier said there are still 
several spots open for em-
ployment for those who are 
innovative and like to work 
with kids. She added that 
they are committed to hav-
ing bilingual youth develop-
ment specialists.

The program is free and 
there is space available for 150 
students. Two to four teachers 
are expected to be hired.

“I think we’re going to have 
space for everyone interested,” 
Frazier said. “My direct line is 
936-328-2120 Ext. 6110. For 
any questions about the pro-
gram, please call me.”

American” rally and candle-
light service at Lions Sta-
dium on Sept. 30. The event 
included a community choir, 

an essay contest, a tribute to 
citizens, a tribute to fire/res-
cue/law enforcement/mili-
tary, prayer and a fireworks 
display.

In the days and weeks that 
followed, the Polk County 
Enterprise was tipped off to 

numerous local connections 
and managed to provide 
very localized coverage of 
the aftermath of the attacks.

Karen Burks Alexander, a 
1987 graduate of Big Sandy 
High School and a member 
of the U.S. Army, was a staff 

sergeant assigned to the Of-
fice of the Deputy Chief of 
Staff for Operations and 
Plans at the Pentagon. Were 
it not for a shift change, she 
would have been there when 
the attack occurred. She lat-
er told her mother, Earline 

Burks, that if she’d been 
sitting at her desk, the plan 
would have been in her lap.

Kelly Kohrman Fahel, a 
1996 graduate of Livings-
ton High School, lived in 
Northern Virginia at the 
time and worked for one 
of the federal government 
agencies right outside of 
Washington, D.C. She 
was flooded with calls 
and emails that day from 
people from her home-
town who were worried 
about her and inquiring 
as to her welfare. Every 
day going and coming 
from work she drove by 
the Pentagon, the road 
she traveled being on the 
side where the attack oc-
curred.

R. Keith Bullock, an 
Alabama-Coushatta tribal 
member, lived in New York 
at the time and worked on 
46th Street. He contacted 
his parents, G. Wayne and 
Genny Bullock, that morn-
ing to report his safety and 
later followed up with an 
extensive email detailing 

what he saw that morning. 
“I walked in amazement at 
what was unfolding, but the 
worst sight was yet to come. 
I was heading in the south 
direction and I could see 
the building (about three 
miles in the distance) with 
the smoke just billowing 
out of it. At that time, I 
didn’t know that the first 
tower had already fallen. 
Then, before my very eyes 
at 10:28 a.m., I saw the sec-
ond tower collapse. It was 
a sight that is imprinted in 
my memory and part of the 
New York skyline just dis-
appeared.”

Travis and Gladys Jane 
Helpenstell were relieved 
when they received an email 
from their nephew, Lt. Col. 
Alan Maitland, who worked 
in the Pentagon, that he was 
okay. “I was on Corridor C 
showing another LTC where 
somebody was located 
when the building rocked 
and black smoke was seen 
from the window. I could 
not return to my office due 
to smoke and others saying 
the ceiling had collapsed. I 
returned (later) to offer as-
sistance and was amazed at 
the damage … no evidence 
of a plane since it appeared 
to have either burned com-
pletely up and/or was under 
all of the rubble.”
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From Enterprise Staff

Following a year in which 
the artists found ways to dis-
play their works in a virtual 
setting, Angelina College 
visual and performing arts 
faculty members are back in 
a live gallery.

The annual AC faculty ex-
hibition opened in late Au-
gust and will run through 
Sept. 30 in the Angelina 
Center for the Arts Gallery.

The exhibition includes 
works in various mediums 
from full-time art faculty 
members Le’Anne Alexander 
and Reginal Reynolds, along 
with works from adjunct fac-
ulty and dual-credit instruc-
tors including Denise Davis, 
Stina Herrera, Vicki Lunell 
and Jan Anderson-Paxson.

There is no charge for ad-
mission.

The Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD) is 
currently accepting applica-
tions for their 65th Texas 
Game Warden Cadet class.

As fully commissioned 
peace officers, game war-
dens are responsible for the 
enforcement of Texas laws 
across the state including 
water safety, natural resource 
protection and environmen-
tal management. Uncon-
strained by city or county 
jurisdictions, Texas Game 
Wardens patrol the state’s 
natural waterways, oversee 
hunting and fishing regula-
tion and often support local 
landowners. More widely 
known, are the specialized 
skills that have made them a 
reliable resource for disaster 
response.

“Texas Game Wardens 
have a long and proud tradi-
tion of protecting and con-
serving the state’s valuable 
natural resources. That in-
cludes our waterways, land-
scapes, and the wildlife we 
enjoy daily,” said Col. Chad 
Jones, TPWD Law Enforce-
ment Director who stressed 
that the role of a game war-
den goes beyond the badge. 
“Not only are game wardens 
trained in a number special-
ized fields like search and 
rescue and disaster response, 
we are members of the com-
munity. We are out in our 
neighborhoods hosting fish-
ing events, educating boat-
ers and encouraging another 
generation of Texans to enjoy 
and preserve the outdoors.”

For those interested in 
becoming a Texas Game 
Warden, applications are be-
ing accepted now through 
Oct 8. Applicants must be 
21 years of age with a bach-
elor’s degree from an ac-
credited college. For a list of 
requirements, please visit the 
TPWD Game Warden re-
cruitment webpage.

All cadets who are ac-
cepted to the program are 
required to live at the Game 
Warden Training Center 
near Hamilton, Texas for 
the duration of the 33-week 
training period, set to begin 
October 2022.

Follow this link to watch a 
video encapsulating the Tex-
as Game Warden training ex-
perience. For more informa-
tion, check the game warden 
career webpage or contact 
Texas Game Warden recruit-
er Chelsea Bailey at chelsea.
bailey@tpwd.texas.gov.

This acrylic on paper work titled “Rescue Me” by Le’Anne Alexander is an example of the works on display in the An-
gelina College Visual and Performing Arts Faculty Exhibition showing in the Angelina Center for the Arts Gallery. The 
exhibition runs through Sept. 30. COURTESY PHOTO 

AC faculty 
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art show
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Kawasaki Pro Mules 
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