
Monday, December 11, 2017
4:30 pm- LJH  Girls BB Team vs. Shep-
herd (A)
6:00 pm- LISD 9th Annual Jolleyball 
Tournament @ LJH
6:00 pm- PRE- Christmas Performance
Tuesday, December 12, 2017
TCE- Polar Express Movie & Pajama Day
TCE- PTO Magic Show
4:30 pm- LHS Girls BB vs PA Memorial 
(H)
6:00 pm- LISD 9th Annual Jolleyball 
Tournament @ LJH
6:00 pm- LJH/LHS Christmas Choir 
Concert @ FBC
Wednesday, December 13, 2017
Th ursday, December 14, 2017
LJH- STUCO Meal Box Deadline
9:00 am- LJH- Freeze Out Pep Rally
4:30 pm- LJH- Boys BB vs Shepherd (H)
6:00 pm- LJH- 7/8 Band Christmas Con-
cert @ Central Baptist
Friday, December 15, 2017
LHS- Scholarship Applications Due to 
Counselors
LHS- Boys F/JV Basketball Huff man 
Tournament
PRE- 2nd Grade Christmas Caroling
4:30 pm- LHS Girls BB @ PNG
7:30 pm- LHS Boys Varsity Basketball @ 
Huff man
Saturday, December 16, 2017
LJH- Boys 7A BB Tournament (New 
Waverly)
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Participation on the rise at Lion University

The future of students today is weight-
ed greatly on the choices made in our 

school system. Numerous sources of data 
indicate that for the class of 2020 two out 
of every three jobs will require post-high 
school education. Attainment of these 
opportunities becomes very diffi  cult for 
many of our students 
due to set challenges in 
their lives. Two out of 
every three students in 
Livingston ISD is socio-
economically disadvan-
taged as defi ned by the 
Texas Education Agen-
cy, and one out of every 
three is labeled At-Risk 
of not completing their 
High School course of 
study. A staggering opportunity gap ex-
ists between students with these social 
challenges and students of more affl  uent 
backgrounds.
Th e challenge that faces our students is 
common to our county and others with 
like demographics across the state. Th e 
Texas Tribune recently released data tak-
en from a longitudinal study that showed 
the eff ects of the Polk County students 

in 8th grade in 2005 as they advanced in 
school and on into life. Of those 570 stu-
dents, 386 of them became High School 
graduates, and 258 went on to enroll in a 
post-secondary institute. 82 of those stu-
dents graduated from those programs. 
Th is same data plays out in other studies 

that triangulate the 
post-secondary com-
pletion rate a little 
greater than 10%. Th e 
Center for Public Pol-
icy Priorities released 
the Texas Education 
Score Card rating Polk 
County a D+ because 
56.6% of High school 
graduates enrolled in 
a post-secondary in-

stitution and their data shows that 58.7% 
of those enrolled won’t graduate. Simple 
things like fi lling out the FAFSA form for 
federal fi nancial aid is only submitted by 
one out of three students.
Livingston ISD is currently addressing 
these challenges by a systemic approach. 
Th rough a thorough needs assessment, 
the district found that in 2014, students 
from less affl  uent backgrounds were not 

taking advantage of the district’s dual 
credit program and the High School Ad-
vanced Placement class were not produc-
ing student success on the scale expected 
by the district. Livingston High School 
during the past three years implemented 
an approach built off  an “Early College 
High School Model”. Th e district picks 
up the cost of tuition, fees, and books for 
students through Angelina College. Th is 
opens the door for many students to take 
advantage of this opportunity. Research 
indicates that students with over 24 hours 
of college obtain their degrees. While the 
district started the program paying for 12 
hours, as fi nancing has become available 
the district has increased the number of 
hours available for students. Th is year the 
district has aff orded the opportunity for 
39 hours of college, and with the class of 
2022, that number increases to 60 hours 
of opportunity.
Th e cost of college has risen astronomi-
cally since the class of 2020 was born. In 
fact, the cost of college has risen 147% 
during their lives alone. Th e “baby boom-
er” generation cost of college per year 
averaged $1,375 for tuition, room, board, 
and books while the average for today’s 

students faces an average state institution 
price of $24,706. Th ese numbers make it 
impossible for the average Texas family to 
aff ord their children a college education. 
In essence, the class of 2022 will be off ered 
an opportunity for a $40,000 investment/

scholarship in college education while 
attending LHS.   According to LISD Su-
perintendent Dr. Hawkins, “Cutting the 
cost of college stands to make a profound 
impact on the community we serve.  We 
have many that want to attend college, but 
can’t and for those, this is a dream come 
true!” Th e district also off ers certifi cation 
programs in career technology classes that 
will equally impact LISD students.

Morris receives TAHPERD Dance 
Educator of the Year Award
Jimmie Morris, PE teacher at Liv-

ingston Intermediate School  was 
awarded the Dance Educator of the 
Year Award during the TAHPERD 
Awards Dinner held in Fort Worth on 
December 1. Morris dance students 
were invited to perform their Boogie 
Woogie Bugle Boy performance at the 
prestigious event where pieces are se-
lected from K-12 schools and colleges 
from all over the Texas to perform at 
the state convention. Th e Livingston 
Intermediate Dance team was the only 
elementary school chosen to perform 
in the Kaleidoscope Concert. All oth-
er performers were from either high 
school or college dance programs. 
Also performing at the concert was 
“Dallas Black,” a professional dance 
company from Dallas, Texas.

  Morris has been a member of the 
Texas Association of Health, Physi-
cal Education, Recreation, and Dance 
(TAHPERD) for the last 32 years.  
Morris formerly served as chair for 
TAHPERD’s Social Dance Section 
and has presented several social dance 
workshops at the TAHPERD Annual 
Convention and Summer Confer-
ences.  Morris has taught social dance 
for over 30 years.  Morris owned and 
operated a social dance studio in 
Huntsville, where he taught private 
lessons and group classes in American 
Style Ballroom and Country Western 
dance.  While in Huntsville, Morris 
also taught social dance classes for 
the City of Huntsville’s community 
program, HEAP (Huntsville Enrich-

ment Activity Program) and was an 
adjunct faculty member of the Dance 
Department at Sam Houston State 
University.  Morris received exten-
sive training while employed by two 
highly regarded social dance studios 
in Houston, Fred Astaire Studios and 
Best of Texas Dance Studio.  Morris 
held memberships as a profession-
al in the National Dance Council of 
America (NDCA and United Country 
Western Dance Council (UCWDC).  
Morris has served the community as a 
volunteer Little League Baseball coach 
and Little Dribblers Basketball coach 
for both boys and girls teams for over 
40 years since he was 19.  He has also 
taught dance and performed at many 
community events such as Relay for 
Life and numerous living history re-
enactments. 

Jimmie Morris recipient of the Dance 
Educator of the Year Award pictured with 

TAHPERD President Rachel Naylor.

“LHS Class of 2022 “LHS Class of 2022 
will have the will have the 

opportunity to take opportunity to take 
60 college hours at no 60 college hours at no 

expense to the students expense to the students 
or their families.” or their families.” 

DUAL CREDIT -- Livingston High School dual credit students attend Mrs. Jenke’s Government course at 
the Angelina College - Polk County campus.  Th ey earn high school and college credit at the same time.

FREE COLLEGEFREE COLLEGE
Th e district picks up 
the cost of tuition, 
fees and books 
for LHS students 
attending Angelina 
College.   LHS 
has 151 students 
enrolled for the 
spring semester 
dual credit courses.


