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Sgt. 1st Class Grady Tinker
NNDCC Instructor

LHS NNDCC Color Guard
gt 1st Class Retired Grady
Tinker is the instructor for the
Navy National Defense Cadet
Corps (NNDCC) at Livingston
High School. When asked about
the program, Tinker shares, “The
program is based on the JROTC
military, but the concepts we look
at are deeper than that. I use
military concepts but it’s all about
leadership, planning, performing, commitment, responsibility,
and respect so that all students
at Livingston High school can
gain something from this course.
Some students will take the
military path but some will not,
it’s not for everybody. I teach the
military concepts but students
will go on to college, to work,
and learning how to work with
people and the skills can be used
everywhere. I try to unlock what
students are good at and what
their potential is and then we put
a plan together.”

Navy
National
Defense
Cadet
Corps
Sgt. Tinker continues, “This
year we have great leaders as
we have had every year. This is
my fourth year at LHS. When I
started it was known as Military
Science and now we’ve picked
up the Navy endorsement. Our
program is labeled as NNDCC
which is still an NJROTC we
just don’t meet the requirement
of having a minimum number
of a hundred students or more.
NNDCC has a requirement
of fifty or more cadets for us
to use their curriculum.The
difference in our program is
that our students get hands-on
leadership, they are in charge of
this program and I oversee it. It’s
cadet-led and instructor assisted.
I want students to go out there
and make decisions, make mistakes, then they can learn from
them and grow from the experience and I can redirect them
and show where they could have
improved on whatever decision
process they were using. They
are learning that their actions

will cause a reaction and they are
also learning how to work with
other personalities. Conflict in a
workplace is common and they
are learning how to operate and
work with people that don’t mesh
with your same ideology and
that’s what we’re building and
teaching in this program.”

Cheyenne Prickett
LHS Junior

Evelyn Solano
LHS Senior
Evelyn Solano is a senior at

LHS, with a current GPA of 4.57.
“After graduation, I’m planning
to attend Texas A&M or Baylor
University and will go into the
AROTC which is the Air Force
division, and major in Aerospace Engineering. I’ve been a
part of NNDCC at LHS for four
years. I hold the position of the
Ilysa Zeringue is a senior
director of admin. I make sure
at Livingston High School and
everyone has the certificates and
joined the Army National Guard awards and make sure they are
as a 17-year-old. “I joined last
receiving the credit
year, my junior year,
they deserve. My
in February. I went
message to incomto basic training
ing freshmen or
at Fort Leonard
anyone joining the
Wood, Missouri for
ROTC program, I
three months last
recommend that you
summer. I was just
never give up. It will
ranked up to Private
be hard, it will be
2nd Class, my job,
stressful. especially
my mos (military
the longer you stay
occupational skill)
in the leadership
is a combat engineer
roles you take on
at 12 bravo. My goal Ilysa Zeringue and it will be hard
is to attend either
never say can’t.”
LeftState
side LHS Senior but
Sam Houston
Solano is also involved
University or Stephen
in other extracurricular activities
F. Austin State University and
at LHS including choir, UIL acjoin the ROTC. After college, I
ademics, and competes in prose.
plan to go into the active Army
“After school, I have a part-time
as an officer. With the National
job and work around 36 to 37
Guard and Reserves, you work
hours a week and maintain all A’s
one
weekend
a month and two
Right
side
in my classes.”
weeks in the summer. During
drill, we perform basic moveCheyenne Prickett is the
ments of how to work as a team, Battalion Commander and a julearning first aid, how to hold
nior at LHS. “I’m planning to enour weapons properly, how to
list at the end of this school year
call into a medivac, and workout and go to basic training over the
to obtain our physical fitness.”
Summer, then I will come back
When asked why she chose this
to finish my senior year, go to
path, Zeringue said, “I knew
AIT and then go to college.” As a
that I wouldn’t be able to pay
Battalion Commander, she plans
for college on my own and they
and leads the battalion as a whole
will take care of it for me. I also program. She is also involved in
like the respect you receive from other extracurricular activities.
being a member of the military.
“I am part of the robotics team
I plan to start college in the fall
and Art II. I plan to major in
after graduation at LHS and will
Psychology. I have had many
major in history and become
family members in the
a history teacher.
military and my closest
In the NNDCC
is my grandfather who
I am the director
was Military Police in
over training, I
the Marines.”
look over all of our
teams when we are
Julian Simmons is a
going to meets. I
senior at LHS and plans
also help the color
to go into the Marine
guard, armed drills,
Corps after graduation.
unarmed drills and
“I want to enter the
I help supervise on
Marine Corps because
a daily basis during
it’s a challenge and will
class times. I’m
Julian Simmons help me better myself.
trying out for the
In the NNDCC probasketball team this
LHS Senior gram, I am an S2 and in
year, I’ve played
charge of the weather
basketball since I was eight years reports and equipment. I like the
old and it’s close to my heart and program because it helps you bewould love to play for Livingcome a leader and have better reston.”

sponsibilities and it will help me
when I join the military.” Simmons is in advanced culinary and
this is the fourth year for him to
be in the program. “My plan is to
be a sniper and work my way up
to the Special Forces. It caught
my eye because it’s a challenge
and what I need to push myself
to get up to that level.”
Sgt. Tinker talks about the
natural leaders in the NNDCC,
“Solano has been moved to
the director of admin because
she has already excelled in all
positions on paper. Zeringue
graduated from basic training
over the summer. She is director
of training so a position had to be
created for her. She is active duty
and not JROTC because she is
contracted with the Army so we
don’t put her in a Navy uniform,
we allow her to wear her Army
uniform. We have some freshmen
that are running circles around
second and third-year students.
In our program, we don’t factor
in if you are a freshman, sophomore, junior, or senior. We look
at the student and what they can
bring to the program or if they
have the leadership qualities to
lead in a position. There is no
system that says you have to be
junior or senior to be in a certain
position. The students who bring
the best effort forward are the
ones who are placed in leadership
positions.”
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More Savings • More Selection
More Ways to Buy • More Convenience
1617 W. Church • Livingston, Texas

Wealth Management & Insurance Services

(936) 327-7789

Lake Livingston’s largest selection of quality bulk mulches & soils!
2075 US Hwy 59 S | Livingston • 936-327-1000 • mulch2go.com

936-327-3600
www.mooreautosalestx.com

Possibilities TOPPED WITH PRIDE

Chicken Wings

Pasta

We Deliver

Colored & Premium Mulches
Professional Growers Mix
Premium Garden Soil
Crushed Concrete
Moss Rocks • Gravel
Flagstone • Boulders
Bull Rock

Across from Walmart Supercenter

PIZZA
Dessert

GO LIONS!

Flu Shots at LISD

More than 120 flu shots were
supplied by Brookshire Bros.
Pharmacy to LISD faculty and
staff during the professional development day held on October
19. Employees are protecting
themselves and others by getting their annual flu shot.

MAKING PLANS Sgt. 1s Class Ret. Grady Tinker, LHS
NNDCC instructor, discusses training plans for an
upcoming competition with Livingston High School
seniors Evelyn Solano and Ilysa Zeringue.

CHURCH STREET

FOR EVERYTHING YOU GROW
CALL

Monday, October 19, 2020
LJH- Pink Out
5:00 pm- LJH- Girls 8th A/B
Volleyball vs Splendora (LHS
Main Gym)
5:00 pm- LJH- Girls 7th A/B
Volleyball vs Splendora (LJH
Main Gym)
Tuesday, October 20, 2020
LHS- Balfour Cap and Gown
Orders
LJH- 8th Social Studies CBA
4:30 pm- LHS Fr/JV/V Volleyball @ Shepherd
5:00 pm- LJH 7th Grade B
Football @ Vidor
5:00 pm- LJH 8th Grade B
Football vs Vidor
6:30 pm- LJH 7th/8th A Team
Football vs Vidor
Wednesday, October 21, 2020
LISD- Unity Day- Bullying Prevention Month- Wear Orange
9:30 am- Cross Country @
Memorial HS
Thursday, October 22, 2020
LJH- 8th Science CBA
5:00 pm- LHS- Freshman Football vs Vidor
5:00 pm- JV Football @ Vidor
Friday, October 23, 2020
4:30 pm- LHS- Fr/JV/V Volleyball vs Splendora
7:00 pm- LHS Lions Football
vs Vidor
Saturday, October 24, 2020

BREADSTICKS

Oven Baked Sandwiches

ORDER ONLINE AT

DOMINOS.COM

1934 STATE HIGHWAY 190 W
LIVINGSTON • TEXAS

936-327-4444
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Chris L. Lewis, DDS

Implants Placed & Restored
Orthodontic braces for all ages
lnvisalign "Invisible" Braces
Emergencies Welcome

604 N. Willis
Livingston

936-327-2151

