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Livingston Independent School District Presents

ROAR

A tender, juicy, filet made with 100% 
chicken breast meat, real buttermilk 
and no artificial colors. Plus fresh 
tomato, crisp leaf lettuce and 
mayonnaise. All atop our delectable 
artisan roll. 

1601 W. Church Street 
Livingston 

i'm lovin' it' 
https://www.facebook.com/McDonalds1601WChurchSt/

CHURCHSTREET 
FINANCIAL 

(936) 327-7789

www ChurchStreetF1nanc1al com 

Driven to perform, so our customers and their vehicles can too!

Locally owned and operated by Livingston native, Andy Schmidt.

960 Hwy 59 Loop N 
Livingston, TX 

(936) 327-0280

Hours: 
Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm 

Sat 8am-4pm

"(jentfe, compassionate care for tfie 'Wfw{e :Jami{y" 

Chris L. Lewis, DDS 
Implants Placed & Restored 
Orthodontic braces for all ages 
lnvisalign "Invisible" Braces 
Emergencies Welcome 

604 N. Willis 
Livingston 

936-327-2151

WE 
FIX 

‘EM!
BEFORE
BEFORE AFTER

AFTER

936-327-0085
• Cell Phones  • Computers  • Tablets  • TVs

506 B N Washington • Livingston (across from Tax Office)

Livingston ISD
Superintendent

The district is currently engag-
ing students through remote 
learning. Never in the history 

of mankind has a business been asked 
to pivot so quickly and effectively for 
those they serve.  I’m very proud of 
our profession of education and very 
proud of the service that this district 
is performing. Remote learning is 
different than homeschooling and 
homeschooling is different from 
online learning.   Online learning is 
where curriculum and instruction are 
placed on a computer. Students get on 
the computer and they interact and 
learn. Philosophically, this method is 
not aligned with how we do things in 
the district. We believe that learning 
is social and emotional and that it is 
much more effective when there is 
human interaction.  Homeschool-
ing, while it has a place in society is 
where the curriculum is in the home 
and there is a teacher in the home 
that teaches a plethora of curriculum 
to a student or group of students.  
Remote learning is what we’ve been 
asked to do because of a pandemic 
virus. We feel there’s power in public 
education and in what goes on in our 
classrooms on a day-to-day basis. 
But it needs to be the way we deliver 
instruction to ensure the safety and 
the well-being of all involved.  I’ve 
been asked, “Why don’t you just do a 
low-tech version only? Why don’t you 
just pump out the worksheets to ev-
eryone and let’s just go with a one size 
fits all program?” We believe so much 
in our teachers and their capacity to 
inspire and to excel our students to 
be the best version of what they want 
to be in the future.  Remote learning 
for LISD is where our teachers are 
uploading two lessons each week into 
Google Classroom or other media. 

Our students are getting instruction 
at home to work through this learn-
ing process. Philosophically, this 
whole program empowers our staff 
and empowers all the employees of 
our district to set up these instruc-
tional supports for our students and 
we are thrilled about it. We under-
stand our community and we are 
approaching this process with com-
mon sense at the forefront. We feel 
that less is more and this is why we 
have two lessons a week.  We want 
the lessons to be as impacting and 
powerful as possible as any that we 
can deliver. We understand that in 
our households we have students that 
have no electricity. We have students 
that have no broadband.  We have 
students that are fighting all kinds of 
societal problems including poverty. 
We have students that are grappling 
with 8 or 9 other siblings and fighting 
for broadband and so we understand 
the problems.  We know that parents 
are working and are stressed and 
trying to do what they need to do to 
bring revenue into their homes.   We 
get all those things so when we are 
talking about remote learning, we’re 
not asking parents to teach children.  
We are asking parents to monitor 
their students, encourage them and 
make sure that they are staying on 
an appropriate timeline so we can 
maximize learning. Parents can log 
on to their parent portal to check 
student grades and ensure that they 
are meeting expectations.  We are 
in this together and we will work 
together for success. 

At the beginning of the week, 
I am uploading assignments 
so that my students have the 

opportunity to work at their own 
pace.  I write out a daily assignment, 
and by showing them what they’re 
doing on Monday, it gives them the 
freedom to work when and how they 
want to work.  It’s important that 
they are able to work at their own 
pace while at home.   When they turn 
in a journal assignment, I am able to 
comment on what they are writing 
about through Google Classroom. I 
am able to communicate with them 
on their assignments so that they can 
get feedback. I can also ask questions 
or give reminders.  
   If they haven’t turned something 
in or if I have a question about an 
assignment, I am emailing stu-
dents, and I can also call parents if 
necessary.   A lot of my work gets 
done in the evening because I have 
a 4-year-old daughter. My husband 
still goes to his job during the day, 
and a lot of what I do happens in the 
evening.  My daughter, Eve, wants 

my attention, and while I’m very 
grateful that I can do that and we get 
to spend extra time together, I have 
to wait until the evening for him to 
get home so that I can devote time 
to my classes.    
   I miss being in the classroom. I 
miss getting to see my students, we 
read a short story called “The Neck-
lace,” and it has a really dramatic 
ending.  I always love to see and 
hear my student’s reactions, and I 
really miss getting to experience that 
and to hear about their extracurric-
ular activities.   While I’m creating 
these lessons, it’s hard to figure out 
what they may have questions about 
because I’m not in class seeing their 
faces.  I miss seeing them, and I 
really hope that we get to end the 
year with some time back in the 
classroom together.

Sarah Ege  

Livingston 
High School

Remote learning in my third-
grade classroom began with 
writing each of my students a 

personal letter.   It’s been so much fun 
getting those letters back in the mail 
and seeing their responses and writing 
back-and-forth with each other. I use 
the Remind app for daily communica-
tion with my parents. Using the app, 
we are able to communicate as a group 
or we can communicate individually. I 
have a class Facebook page that I make 
daily postings and I’m asking parents to 
send me pictures of their kids learning 
at home. I love seeing what they’re 
doing at home. Twice a week, every 
Tuesday and Thursday I’m making a 
phone call home to the parents just 
to check in and see how everything is 
going and to let them know that I’m 
there for parents and students.  I have 
even had a parent ask if I could Face-
Time with their student just for some 
encouragement and help. I have told 

them to never hesitate to ask because 
I’m there for my students.  I’m posting 
a YouTube link that is a recording of 
myself reading a chapter of a chapter 
book each day. Our class will be able to 
view and be able to discuss what we’re 
reading back-and-forth. We also have 
a weekly zoom meeting every Tuesday 
evening and it’s just great for the kids 
to be able to interact with each other, to 
see each other’s faces. During our meet-
ing, we catch up, we socialize, and it’s a 
time I’m there to answer any questions 
that they may have for me.
   Along with teaching my classroom 
students at home, I also have my own 
third-grade son at home so along with 
teaching your kiddos I am also working 
on the same work with my son at home 
and it’s good to see how he is respond-
ing to the work.  It helps me to be able 
to see it through my parent’s eyes and 
helps me be able to give them tips to 
use at home.

I feel like our remote learning is 
allowing us to be able to be in 
touch with our students a little bit 

more one on one.  In the classroom, 
we have a 55 minute class period and 
we’re really rushed sometimes so the 
benefit that I’m finding in this is that 
we’re able to accommodate children as 
they need it and we meet them where 
they are. What I’ve loved about having 
Google Meets with our students is 
that some will stay on after everybody 
has heard the information that they 
need to hear.  Some will stay to ask 
questions and also get extra help on 
things that they’re not sure about.   
They might be a little intimidated to 
ask questions in front of the group 
while they’re on camera so I feel that 
this has been helpful.   Also, I have 
students who frequently correspond 
with me through email. I’m probably 
in contact with a little over half of 
my students on a pretty regular basis. 
They will email, ask questions and I 
email back as soon as I can which is 

probably within a 30-minute time frame 
so I can get those questions answered. 
They will take pictures and screenshots 
of everything they’re working on or 
we can set up a Google Meet to talk 
one-on-one so they can see know that 
they are completing the work correctly.  
In the subject of Writing, it is so very 
important, and a life skill that they will 
use the rest of their lives.  All of our 
assignments are put on Google Class-
room with a topic listed, and the two 
assignments that they’re receiving each 
week.  We don’t want to overwhelm 
anyone, but when they look in Google 
Classroom, there is a slideshow with 
an explanation with extra help that is 
embedded.  The students are encouraged 
to reach out to us if they need extra help.  
In the weeks to come, we will actually 
be doing something called “No Red Ink” 
which is a really amazing online web-
based language learning platform that 
gives grammar help that will improve 
their skills.  We will also be doing some 
fun activities about how to persuade 

and the students will sending videos 
using the three types of persuasion.  
This remote learning is also very 
different for us at home.  I have a son 
who has returned home from college 
to continue with online learning and 
my daughter is a junior in high school 
and has converted to remote learn-
ing.  I spend time making sure that 
my kids at home understand their 
assignments and that also, your kids 
understand their assignments.  I’m so 
grateful to help them all, please email 
your teachers because we are never 
too busy for our kids in Lion Country.

SOCIALIZING BY ZOOM  Third-grade students in Mrs. Drake’s Cedar Grove Elementary class take the 
opportunity to catch up with each other once a week in a Zoom meeting held each Tuesday evening.  

Briana Drake 

Cedar Grove
Elementary

Andrea Broussard

Livingston Junior High

Dr. Brent Hawkins


