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Lion CountryLion Country 
CALENDARCALENDARUnveiling of marker for Van Thomas Concession Plaza

Th e Livingston Independent School 
District Board of Trustees along with 
coaches and community members 
unveiled the plaque honoring the late 
Van Th omas on October 7.  Th omas 
was the sports editor for the Polk 
County Enterprise for 35 years and 
covered East Texas high school athletes 
for more than 55 years.  Bessie LeBlanc 
attended the April Board meeting and 
requested some form of recognition for 
Th omas.  Th e result was the naming of 
the concession area of Lions Stadium 
in his honor.
Th omas joined the US Army aft er 
graduating high school.  He served the 
last 18 months of his duty in Germany 
under the direct command of General 
Gerald Lillard and General Stokes. 
Th omas worked for them helping 
with division papers.  Following his 
years in the service, he enrolled and 
graduated from the University of 
Arkansas before becoming the sports 
editor of the Roseville Press-Tribune 
in Roseville, California.  Aft er two 
years, Th omas took a job as sports 
editor at the Henderson Daily News in 
1961.  In May of 1963, Th omas became 
the sports editor of the Longview Daily 
News and Morning Journal.  
In 1967 Th omas took an assignment, 
unrelated to sports, to cover news in 
South Vietnam for the Longview Daily 
News and Morning Journal to learn 
how the giant earthmoving machine 
invested by the late R.G. LeTourneau 
of Longview was used to clear acres 
and acres of trees and undergrowth 
during the war.  While there Th omas 
did stories on Army, Marines, and Air 
Force men from East Texas.  Th omas 
joined Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel 
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Monday, October 17, 2016
LJH- Region Choir Rehearsal
LJH- UIL Academic Sign Up
Tuesday, October 18, 2016
LJH- UIL Academic Sign Up
4:30 pm-LHS- Lady Lion Volleyball 
vs Central (Senior Night)
Wednesday, October 19, 2016
LJH- UIL Academic Sign Up
3:20 pm to 4:30 pm- LHS-Game 
Club Meeting
Th ursday, October 20, 2016
LJH- UIL Academic Sign Up
LJH- Hunt Down the Bears (Wear 
Camo)
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm- LJH-Art Club 
Meets
5:00 pm- LHS JV Football @ Port 
Arthur
5:30 pm- LJH Volleyball vs New 
Caney
Friday, October 21, 2016
LJH- UIL Academic Sign Up
4:30 pm- LHS- Lady Lion Volleyball 
@ Nederland
7:00 pm- LHS Varsity Football vs 
Port Arthur (PINK OUT)
Saturday, October 22, 2016
LJH- Cheerleader’s Bake Sale/Car 
Vaccuum @ Bucky Car Wash

GT Nomination deadline October 21
COLLEGE NIGHT AT LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL -- Th e 
Livingston High School Counselors had another successful College 
Night on October 12, 2016.  Over 150 students from Livingston, Big 
Sandy, Onalaska, Leggett and Goodrich visited with over 30 colleges 
and vocational school representatives.  Th e students were able to 
visit with representatives at the various colleges regarding fi nancial 
aid, scholarships, admissions, academic programs and student life. 

Th e Livingston Independent School Dis-
trict is committed to providing educational 
opportunities for all students to develop to 
their full potential. Th e district staff  recog-
nizes that children require diff erentiated 
educational programs to meet their needs.
Th ere is a group of students who exhibit 
gift ed and talented characteristics. A “gift -
ed and talented student” means a child or 
youth who performs at or shows the po-
tential for performing at a remarkably high 
level of accomplishment when compared 
to others of the same age, experience, or 
environment and who: (1) exhibits high 
performance capability in an intellectual, 
creative, or artistic area; (2) possess an un-
usual capacity for leadership; or (3) excels 
in a specifi c academic fi eld. (Texas Educa-
tion Code, Chapter 29. Subchapter D)
It is with these students in mind that the 
Livingston Independent School District 
has developed a plan, which is designed 
to off er educational opportunities and 
services in addition to those normally 
provided by the regular school program. 

Th e ultimate goal is to develop within the 
individual the desire for excellence and 
a sense of individual responsibility to self 
and society.
For this school year, 2016-2017, all stu-
dents in grades Kindergarten through 11th 
will be screened based on nominations by 
parents, teachers, school staff  personnel, 
members of the community or secondary 
students may nominate themselves. If you 
would like to nominate a child, please fi ll 
out the nomination form found on the 
website.
Screenings originating from nominations 
are done in the fall for elementary cam-
puses and fall and spring for secondary 
campuses. Students may be tested only 
once per school year. A student profi le will 
be created to identify students for the pro-
gram. Parents will be notifi ed by the GT 
Coordinator if their child meets the Gift -
ed and Talented screening requirements. 
More information about the Gift ed and 
Talented program can be found on the Liv-
ingston ISD website - livingstonisd.com.

in 1974 as sports editor and later he 
moved to Livingston to take the sports 
editor position at the Polk County 
Enterprise. From 1979 until his death 
on October 10, 2014, he held this 
position.  In July 1994 at the Texas 
Coaching School in Houston, he was 
honored with Putt Powell Award.  In 
1999 he was selected the Sports Writer 
of the Year by the Texas High School 
Coaches Association.  Th rough the 
years he has covered many games and 
watched many of the best athletes and 
coaches in Texas perform.  Th omas 
believed athleticism is only the door 
to an opportunity for having a bright 
future.  He has helped numerous East 
Texas athletes gain both athletic and 
academic scholarships throughout the 
nation.

Th e marker hanging in the Van 
Th omas Concession Plaza.

Bessie LeBlanc’s family has been 
Livingston Lions season ticket 
holders on the 50-yard line 
since 1972.  For 44 years she has 
been cheering for her sons and 
grandsons as they play Livingston 
Lions football.  Members of the 
LeBlanc family have also been 
featured on the sports page for 
many years.  Mrs. LeBlanc was 
the driving force for Th omas to 
be honored.

Members of the LeBlanc Family pictured left  to right:  Wesley Green, 
Howard LeBlanc, Chuck LeBlanc, Bessie LeBlanc, Kyle LeBlanc, Charles 
LeBlanc, Gray King, Jean LeBlanc.  Sons Jerry LeBlanc and Joe LeBlanc 
and grandson Tyler LeBlanc not pictured.

VAN THOMAS HONORED -- Livingston ISD Board members, coaches and community members 
gathered to view the marker put in place for the Van Th omas Concession Plaza.  Th e Polk County En-
terprise sports editor covered East Texas High School sports for more than fi ft y-fi ve years. 

Tribute to Thomas

October is National Bully Preven-
tion Month and October 19th is 

“Unity Day” where LISD is encour-
aged to come together and wear or-
ange to send a message of support, 
hope and unity to show we are united 
against bullying and united for kind-
ness, acceptance and inclusion.

What Is Bullying?
Bullying is diff erent from the typical 
disagreements or confl icts that oc-
cur between friends or classmates. 
What’s the diff erence? Bullying is de-
fi ned by Texas Education Code (TEC 
§37.0832 (a)) defi nes bullying as en-
gaging in written or verbal expression, 
expression through electronic means, 
or physical conduct that occurs on 
school property, at a school-sponsored 
or school-related activity, or in a ve-
hicle operated by the district and that 
has the eff ect or will have the eff ect of 
physically harming a student, damag-
ing a student’s property, or placing a 
student in reasonable fear of harm to 
the student’s person or of damage to 
the student’s property; or is suffi  cient-
ly severe, persistent, and pervasive 
enough that the action or threat cre-
ates an intimidating, threatening, or 
abusive educational environment for a 
student. In addition, conduct must ex-
ploit an imbalance of power between 
the student perpetrator and the stu-
dent victim through written or verbal 
expression or physical conduct; and 
interferes with a student’s education or 
substantially disrupts the operation of 
a school.
Livingston ISD district employees 
and students will show their support 
of unity and increase awareness of 
National Bully Prevention Month by 
wearing Orange on October 19.

October is October is 
National BullyNational Bully
PreventionPrevention
MonthMonth


